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SIR KNIGHT HARRIE MOFFET TAFT 
(Past Grand Commander) 


Sir Knight Harrie M. Taft was born in Providence, Rhode 
Island, on December 25, 1876; the son of John Henry Taft and 
Susie J. King. 

: Be nam educated in the Public Schools in Providence, Rhode 
sland. 

He was married on December 11, 1920 to Cora Louise Burton. 

He is a retired Locomotive Engineer of the N.Y.-N.H. and 
Hartford Railroad. ; 

Sir Knight Taft was Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master 
Sag oa Nestell Lodge No. 37, Providence, Rhode Island, March 
13, , 


Caprrutar Masonry 5 
He was Exalted in Providence Chapter No. 1, Providence, . 
R. I., April 16, 1914. 


Crypric Masonry 

He was Greeted in Providence Council No. 1, Providence, R. I., 
aoe 12, 1914. He was elected Illustrious Master on January 11, 
1 F 


CrivaLric Masonry : 

He was Knighied in Calvary Commandery No. 13, Providence, 
Rhode Island, March 13, 1920 and served in the several offices of 
that Commandery and was elected Commander of Calvary Com- 
mandery No. 13, in 1939. : . 


Granp CoMMANDERY 

He was appointed an officer in the Grand Commandery K.T. 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island by R.. E. George B. Sampson, 
on October 27, 1943, and he was honored by being elected Grand 
Commander on October 31, 1953. 

He is a Grand Representative of the Grand Commandery K.T. 
of the State of West Virginia near this Grand Jurisdiction. 


Scortiss Rrra 4 
__He became a member of Solomon Lodge of Perfection 14 Prov- 
idence on June 23, 1920, Rhode Island Council Princes of Jerus- 
alem 16° Sept. 20, 1920, Rhode Island Chapter of Rose Croix 18° 
October 27, 1920 and Rhode Island Consistory S.P.R.S. 32 
Providence, R.I., Dec. 22, 1920. 


SHRINE P 

He is a member of Palestine Temple A.A.O.N.MS., Providence, 
Rhode Island, and has served many years in the Uniformed Units 
of that Temple. He holds membership in several other Masonic 
Organizations, and Honorable Membership in Eight Comman- 
deries in this Jurisdiction. i 
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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Grand Commandery of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island 


AT THE 
148rH Semi-ANNUAL ConCcLAVE 


PROVIDENCE, RuopE Isuanp, May 15, 1954 


A constitutional number of Commanderies being represented 
the 148th Semi-Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island reconvened this fifteenth day of May 1954 at 
the Masonic Temple, Providence, Rhode Island at 11:00 A.M. 
for the transaction of such business as may regularly come before 
it. Sir Knight Harrie M. Taft, Right Eminent Grand Commander 
presided. 

Sir Knights were led in their devotions by our Associate Grand 
Prelate, Eminent Sir Frank B. Crandall. 


GRAND COMMANDERY OFFICERS PRESENT 


Sir Kt. Harrms M. Tarr... 2... 2... . . RE. Grand Commander 
Sir Kt. Kennera H. Earve . . 2... . V.E. Deputy Grand Commander 
Sir Kt. Mortimer W. ScuroreppR ...... . E., Grand Generalissimo 
Sir Kt. Tuomas A. Boorn E. Grand Captain General 


Sir Kt. Dwicnr C. Pace... 2... . . . .  E. Grand Senior Warden 
Sir Kt. Abrrep C. Brake... ... . . . . E. Grand Junior Warden 
Sir Kt. Frank B. Cranpann . . . ... . .  E. Associate Grand Prelate 
Sir Kt. T. Frepertck Marswatn ...... . Associate Grand Prelate 
Sir Kt. Orrs L. Mason. . . . . . a ae E. Associate Grand Prelate 
Sir Kt. A. Kennera Martin .... . oe dee R.E. Grand Treasurer 
Sir Kt. Gzorcp A. Weeks .........2.~. R.E. Grand Recorder 
Sir Kt. Exniorr N. Hontpy. . . . . . . . . . E. Grand Standard Bearer 
Sir Kt. Charence E. Boor ...... . . . . E. Grand Sword Bearer 
Sir Kt. James B. Henry... 2... .........  E. Grand Warder 
Sir Kt. Raymonp L. Harn ... . . EB. Grand Captain of the Guard 
Sir Kt. Cuharence R. Davis .... 0... . _E. Grand Sentinel 


: E. Grand Division Commander 
Sir Kt. Raymonp D. Douauass . . E. Grand Division Commander 
Sir Kt. Wituram F. West . 2... E. Grand Division Commander 
Sir Kt. CrypE L. Carver . 2... . .  &. Inspector Instructor 


Sir tt. Witt1am F. Crark 


PAST GRAND COMMANDERS PRESENT 


«Sm Jonn E. Rines R..E..Sm Gzorcr A. WEEks 
.. Sim Grorce B. Sampson R..E..Sm A. Kenneta Martin 


GRAND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
FOREIGN JURISDICTIONS PRESENT 


ATADAMSS ere, ste Gla Ge Wy wis @ wo ae E..Sir Wintiam Turner 
PATIZON AS ics he oss Sk ws R..E..Sir Frepertc Kennepy 
Arkansagi ys) Gs ae Ga Sir Mortimer W. ScuroEpER 
Woloradon Mee dos, kaos E..Sir Roperr E. Powe. 
Ibn FO daa. eee Sir Harry E. Kenison 
Georgia E..Sir James R. Hooper 
Tllinois yee rat ioe r GARDINER R. P. BARKER 
Ren tUCleyis ae ne ese a ys . . _E..Sir Harotp L. Burr 
Michigan UR ONCE SET Lise, wiek E ir WiLtiaM F. CLark 
IMGSSIESIDDI ees a te ee EG ae *.Sir Ciypp L. Carrer 
CC Oe ee ew de cas hk We eS ae E..Sir Atrrep C, BLakg 
New Hampshire 

North Caroling... ........,02., E..Sir James B. Henry 
ORION ee ee os ei a se R..E..Sir Gzorce A. Werks 
WISRNOME, Gls 6 2 Xk te ct E...Sir Evererr B. Bytes 


teow ce 2 ye SG R..E..Sir A. Keynetu Martin 
cau ee ee E..Sir Hersertr Y. Fouierr 
Bate LAO acdee gt ee Bn By He E..Sir Joun J. Mick 
Soe Sere ene a aS E..Sir Clarence R. Davis 


Total number of Sir Knights present was 104 representing 36 
Commanderies. Grand Representatives present 19. 


DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 


Sir Kt. Norris G. Apzorr, Jr., Illustrious Deputy f 
Island for the Supreme Council Scottish Rite 33° pene Senne 


Sir Kt. Aurrup E, Granr, Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council 
Royal and Select Masters of the State of Rhode Island 


Letters of regret were read from: 


Sir Kt. Kennern Crark, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Most 
Ancient_and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons 
for the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 


Sir Kt. Cart R. Mrrcrexx, Illustrious Potentate of Palestine Temple 
A.A.O.N.MS., Providence, Rhode Island " 


SEMI-ANNUAL ADDRESS 


To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode £ loner sil 7 
Sir Knights: 


It is not only my privilege, but a great pleasure to welcome you 
to the 148th Semi-Annual Chndlaxe of this Grand Goxaraenden, 
It is my sincere desire that each and everyone of you may enjoy 
the informality of this Conclave and the associations with your 
Fraters, and, that you enjoy the luncheon and afternoon enter- 
tainment which has been prepared by the Past Commanders’ 
Association for your pleasure to be held at the Wannamoisett 
Country Club following the adjournment of this Conclave. 
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It is also an inspiration to me to be able to officially receive 
the Presiding Grand Officers of both the York and Scottish Rites 
of the State of Rhode Island. It is a significant privilege to have 
the honor of extending to you a warm and cordial welcome to 
our Conclave. I assure you of the continued cooperation, assistance, 
work and effort on behalf of Templary and Christian Virtues in 
our jurisdiction. 

It is a pleasure for us to again meet in Freemasons’ Hall in the 
City of Providence, where 149 years ago this month, this Grand 
Commandery was organized and founded by Sir Knight, Thomas 
Smith Webb —a great Mason, historian, and writer of Masonic 
Ritual. 

The exact date of our organization as a Grand Commandery 
was May 6, 1805, and from this small group of Templars — 
Templary has spread so that today it is one of the strongest semi- 
military Christian organizations in the Western Hemisphere. 

It is not my purpose today to make a full report on my adminis- 
tration of the affairs of Grand Commandery from October 31, 
1953 to the present time as it is my intention to make a complete 
report at the Annual Conclave on October 30, 1954. 


MEMBERSHIP 


My objective for petitions for the year was 1,000 with a total 
knighting of 800. It is necessary that we have that number of 
knightings in order to show a Net Gain over deaths, demits, 
suspensions, and to meet the expenses as set-up in our Budget 
by the Finance Committee and adopted by this Grand Com- 
mandery on October 31, 1953. 


Our Membership Committee has adopted the slogan: ‘Knight 
Every Petitioner.” Our total petitions received as of May first 
are 625 which is an increase of 14 over last year, but still many 
short of our quota with only one and one half months left in our 
Commandery Year which ends June 30th. Let each one of us 
get busy and get that Chapter friend signed up, teach him that 
Templary is the New Testament of Masonry. 


INSPECTIONS 


Work at Inspections has been gratifying, we have had a good 
attendance of Sir Knights, Visitors and Suites at all Inspections 
held so far this year. The final figures have not been tabulated 
as all the reports are not in and Washington Commandery No. 4 
will not hold their Inspection until Wednesday, May 19th. 


I am pleased to state that every Commandery cooperated with 
Grand Commandery 100% in trying to hold their Inspections 
on the dates assigned and many times under adverse conditions 
and inclement weather. As we near the end of the Inspection year, 
I can state that I have received the finest cooperation that any 
Grand Commander could possibly hope to attain. 
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CONCLUSION 


I have attempted, during my year as Grand Commander, to 
conduct the affairs of Grand Commandery on a business basis, 
and have traveled many miles in the interest of Templary. I 
have given of my time willingly and have tried to prove that Tem- 
plar Friendship is more needed today than at any time in the Past. 
It is beyond human endeavor to thank personally all of the faith- 
ful workers, so realize without reservations or doubt that the great 
services you have performed are appreciated, and are a consolation 
when it is remembered that what you do for others survives and 
lives on in the next generation of Sir Knights. 


And now, Sir Knights, we will proceed with the business of this 
Conclave, asking divine guidance and pray that all our consider- 
ations be congenial and profitable thus assuring Templary, in 
this jurisdiction, of the continued progress and success which it 
has enjoyed during the past 150 years. 


Courteously submitted, 


Harri M. Tart, 
Grand Commander 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE 
May 6, 1954: 


To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery K. T. of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


The following Amendments to By-Laws of constituent Com- 
manderies have been approved by the Grand Commandery during 
the recess of the Grand Commandery and are now subject to 
review by the Grand Commandery: 


1. Proposed amendment to By-Laws of Coeur de Lion Com- 
mandery No. 34, K.T., amending Article VIII, Sec. 1, Ar- 
ticle II, Sec. 1, Article IV, Sec. 3, Article VII, Sec. 1, 3, 
Article VIII, Sec. 2, Article X, Sec. 1, Article X, Sec. 2, 
Article XV, Sec. 1, copies of which are hereto annexed. 


iw) 


Proposed amendment to By-Laws of Saint John’s Com- 
mandery No. 1, K.T., amending Article II, Sec. 1, a copy 
of which is hereto annexed. 

3. Proposed amendment to By-Laws of Springfield Com- 
mandery, No. 6, amending Article XI, Sec. 1, a copy of 
which is hereto annexed. 

4. Proposed amendment to By-Laws of Narragansett Com- 

mandery, No. 27, amending Article I, Sec. 1, a copy of 

which is hereto annexed. 


All of the above amendments have been approved by your 
Committee. 
Courteously submitted, 
LOUIS L. GREEN 
Chairman, Jurisprudence Committee 


COEUR de LION COMMANDERY, No. 34, K.T. 
Charlestown, Massachusetts 


Amendments to the By-Laws 


At the Regular Conclave of Coeur de Lion Commandery No. 34, 
held Tuesday, February 16, 1954, the following amendments to 
the By-Laws of Coeur de Lion Commandery were unanimously 
adopted. 

Article IV, Section 3— 22nd Line. Omit ‘He shall report on 
or before the first day of September annually.” Substitute there- 
for ‘He shall annually report as required by the Grand Com- 
mandery.”’ 

HW 


Article VII, Section 1— 11th Line. Omit ‘and shall also be 
accompanied by a deposit of a sufficient sum to cover the cost 
of the regalia of the Commandery as specified in Article XV of 
these By-Laws under the title of Regalia which shall be provided 
the candidate after he shall have received the Order of the Red 
Cross, and no application for the Orders shall be received by 
this Commandery unless accompanied by such deposit.’ Last 
line Section 1. Omit “and deposit.” Last paragraph of Article 
VII, Section 1, as amended, to read: “Such application must be 
accompanied by the required fee for the Orders. If the applicant 
should be rejected, the fee shall be returned to him.” 

Article VII, Section 3 — Omit. 

x Article VIII, Section 2— Omit last three lines as follows: 

‘which must be accompanied in all cases by a deposit of a suffi- 
cient amount to cover the cost of the Regalia of the Commandery.” 

Article X, Section 1— Add after Knighted, the words “or 
affiliated.” 

Article X, Section 2— Omit last nine words as follows: “and 
provided himself with the uniform of this Commandery.” 

Article XV, Section 1 — Add paragraph as follows: “All officers 
and guards participating in the work shall wear the required 
Commandery dress and regalia.” 


ATTEST 


CARROLL H. TIFFANY 
Recorder 


February 16, 1954 
Approved: " 


SAINT JOHN’S COMMANDERY, No. 1, K.T. 
April 6, 1954 
R..E-.Grorcre A. Werks = 
Grand Recorder 
205 Masonic Temple 
Boston 16, Mass. 


Last night at our Stated April Conclave a vote was taken to 
amend our By-Laws to read as follows: 


Amend Article 11, Section 1, Officers. 


“The Officers of the Commandery shall be chosen annually at 
the Annual Stated Conclave in June, and the Officers shall be 
installed as soon as may be practicable, and shall retain their 
office until their successors have been installed.” 


Members present entitled to vote..................51 

Members voting in favor of amendment............ 40 

Members voting not in favor of amendment......... 11 
12 


Our By-Laws as per Article VII, require that two-thirds of the 
members present vote in favor of such an amendment in order 
for it to pass. More than the required members present voted in 
favor and it was passed. We therefore ask that the Jurisprudence 
Committee of Grand Commandery approve the same so that it 
can become effective at once. This would allow officers who must 
turn in reports time to get them made up to be read at our June 
Conclave. 

Yours truly, 


LESTER S. DAVIS. 
Commander 
Saint John’s Commandery, No. 1, K.T. 


SPRINGFIELD COMMANDERY, No. 6, K.T. 
Springfield, Massachusetts 


11 Woodlawn Place 

Longmeadow 6, Mass. 

April 13, 1954 
Eminent and dear Grand Recorder: 

I wish to inform you that the proposed change in the By-Laws, 
to eliminate the “Apron” as printed in the April Calendar was 
voted on at our Stated Conclave. 

The Sir Knights voted in favor to eliminate the “Apron,” and 
the new Section shall read as follows: 

Article XI, Section 1. 


The full dress uniform of members of this Commandery, shall 
be black frock coat, black trousers, black shoes and stockings, 
buff gauntlets, (White Gloves for the Asylum) with baldric, 
black belt, standing white collar, and chapeau with White Plume, 
all in strict accordance with the uniform as at present required 
at the time of its adoption. 

T understand this will be referred to the Jurisprudence committee 
and wonder if this amendment will be voted upon at the Semi- 
Annual Conclave of Grand Commandery in May. 


Courteously yours, 


HAROLD G. RANSOM 
Recorder 


NARRAGANSETT COMMANDERY, No. 27, K.T. 
Westerly, Rhode Island 
April 26, 1954 
Rt. Eminent and Dear Sir: 
At a stated conclave of Narragansett Commandery held on 
April 7,1954, it was voted: 
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“That there be added to Article I, Section 2 of the By-Laws of 
this Commandery the following: The Annual Conclaves of this 
Commandery shall be held on the first Wednesday in June of 
each year and that the words ‘in October’ be deleted from Article 
III, Section 1.” 


This change in the By-Laws is submitted for approval. 
Courteously yours, 


DONALD W. KENNETH 
Recorder 


COEUR de LION COMMANDERY, No. 34, K.T. 
Charlestown District, Boston, Mass. 


At the regular Conclave on March 20, 1951 the following amend- 
ment to the By-Laws of Coeur de Lion Commandery having been 
duly presented, was unanimously approved. Amend Article VIII, 
Section 1 to read: “All fees and dues are payable in advance, 
provided that at least Thirty Dollars ($30.00) shall be paid be- 
fore the Red Cross is conferred and the balance before the Order 
of the Temple is conferred, and provided further that if the 
balance is not paid within twelve months from the date of the 
original application, a new ballot must be taken in the regular 
manner to confirm the application.” 


Arrest 


CARROLL H. TIFFANY 
Recorder 


COEUR de LION COMMANDERY, No. 34, K.T. 
Charlestown District, Boston, Mass. 


At a regular Conclave on March 17, 1953 the following amend- 
ment to the By-Laws of Coeur de Lion Commandery, having 
been duly presented, was unanimously approved. Amend Article 
II, Section 1 by striking out the words (at 5:45 o’clock P.M.) 
and substituting therefor the words “at such time as the Com- 
mander shall appoint.” The Section to read — Article II, Section 1. 
The stated conclaves of the Commandery shall be held on the 
third Tuesday in cach month at such time as the Commander 
shall appoint. The conclaves in July and August may be omitted 
by vote of the Commandery. Special conclaves may be called 
by the Commander, but no business shall be transacted other 
than the conferring of the orders, except that specified in the 
notice or summons. 

ATTEST 


CARROLL H. TIFFANY 
Recorder 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS 
May 15, 1954 
To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery: 
Sir Knights: 

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations wishes to report 
that there was no business and the Committee makes a progressive 
report. 

Courteously yours, 
HAROLD S. CROCKER, Chairman 
FRANK H. WILSON 
GEORGE B. SAMPSON 


Upon motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 
the above report and print same in the Proceedings. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING AND GOOD CHEER 
May 15, 1954 

To the Officers and Members of this Grand Commandery K.T. 
Sir Knights: 
* Your Committee reports its activities for 1953-1954 as follows: 

Under date of November 2, 1953, Official Order No. 1 was sent 
out by your Grand Commander, Sir Knight Harrie M. Taft, 
containing the usual appeal for the Christmas Collection of Funds 
for the needy poor: 


“As we have therefore opportunity, let ws do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 
—(Galatians 6-10) 


A summary of the contributions and report on the Christmas 
Offering and Good Cheer was sent out by our Grand Commander 
under date of April 1, 1954, Official Order No. 3, which showed 
that $8,712.47 was collected from the Sir Knights of our Con- 
stituent Commanderies which is still short of our Quota of $1.00 
for each Sir Knight. 

Courteously submitted, 
GEORGE A. WEEKS, Chairman 
DONALD W. KENNETH 
HERBERT Y. FOLLETT 
WILLIAM H, MILLER 
LESLIE V. RICHARDS 
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REPORT OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 


Boston, Mass., May 15, 1954 


To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery K.T. of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island: 


Sir Knights: 
The Knights Templar. Educational Foundation Committee 


Division of the Grand Commandery K.T. of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island submit this their Annual Report: 


The year ending December 31, 1953 was a most successful 
one as regards to loans and collections. 


Your Committee approved 113 loans (with 6 held over for the 
1954 college year semesters) consisting of loans made to 86 young 
men and 27 young women, making a total loan of $43,342.50. 
So far this year (1954) we have granted 30 loans. 


Every. young man or young woman desirous of completing 
their college education through their junior and senior years of 
college or loans for vocational, professional training, advanced 
degree study or post graduate work, may be granted to them upon 
approval of the majority of our Division Committee. About 
fifty percent of all students who enter college drop out in the first 
two years of study because of academic failure or of finances, 
To safeguard this Trust Fund, the Committee has been reluctant 
to make loans to freshman and sophomores. 


We have had the hearty cooperation from the Deans and 
Officers of our Educational Institutions, and to mention a few: 
Deans Emery and Kelly of Tufts; Mr. James, Bursar of Boston 
University; Dean Petrie of Mass. Institute of Technology; Mr. 
Lehman, Treasurer of New England Conservatory of Music; and 
Dean Melvin of Northeastern University and many others have 
been of great assistance to your Division Committee. 


We are truly grateful to all who have assisted us in any way. 
Courteously submitted, 
GEORGE A. WEEKS 


Secretary 
Committee 


CLARENCE DAVIS, Chairman RAYMOND D. DOUGLASS 

HAROLD W. SPRAGUE, P.G.C. 8. KENNETH SKOLFIELD 

FRANK B. ELLS A. KENNETH MARTIN, P.G.C., Treas. 
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EXHIBIT A 


EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
BALANCE SHEET, DECEMBER 31, 1953 


ASSETS 
Cash in Bank and On Hand...............20005 $ 8,534.37 
Cash—In Massachusetts Savings Banks 4 
Salem Savings Bank........... 5 $ 2,000.00 
South Boston Savings Bank 3,000.00 
Weymouth Savings Bank......... 5,078.53 10,078.53 
U.S. Savings Bonds (At Cost)................. ~ 60,000.00 
Notes Receivable: 
Student Loans—Current .............0..004 $151,931.67 
Uncollectible . ae 3,436.08 
Doubtful...............0. 3,827.12 159,194.87 
Office Equipment......... 6.06.66. ce cece eee eee 105.13 
Inventory—Stationery......... 6.66. c eee eee 53.30 
PT SHA areee osas aesasrancenvavensvirersraeacanomaeceseimmnetaes $237,966.20 


LIABILITIES AND PRINCIPAL 


Withholding Tax Payable...............+-20000 § 120.90 
Social Security Tax Payable. aes 31.61 
Accrued Expense..........-.00++ sere eee ca Fe 408.75 
Due Grand Encampment Comm. on Educational 7 
ANG ULI Us xevesiens. mics rcatagecraands arses cin CUAIEEN Ane 355.36 
———— 3 916.62 
Reserve for Unpaid Interest. . 1,426.09 
Principal Account (Exhibit “ 235,623.49 
Mortal ied ing cag 38 BF RET woes $237,966.20 


Nore: The Reserve of $10,814.00 held in the Grand Commandery General 
Fund is not included above. It consists of $5,000.00 U. 8. Savings Bond 
and $5,814.00 in the Boston Penny Savings Bank. 


EXHIBIT B 


EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT 


For Year Ended December 31, 1953 


INCOME 
Service Charges Received.......... "6 $ 4,604.17 
Interest on Savings Bank Accounts 302.34 
Interest on Government Bonds.. ‘ 1,937.50 
Interest on Reserve Fund...............++5505+ 263.09 
TOtAL THOOTTC ss eu svavarecoserenenencesesorinatn $ 7,107.10 


EXPENSE 


Salaries... $ 3,914.00 
Rent and 723.40 
Printing and Si 39.70 
Auditing Expense. 260.00 
Trustees’ Expense. 22.85 
Telephone and Offi i sii 214.31 
General Expense.............. vie 61.80 
Retail Credit Reports. #4 270.85 
Depreciation......... 62.73 
Bonding and Insurance 204.50 
Collection Fees....... 460.40 
Loss on Sale of Bonds....... 555.00 
Grand Encampment Expense 355.36 
Social Security Tax 58.33 
INUGReSGa SNK Wg x et kz eee 130.55 
Total Expense.............000000e08 7,333.78 
Excess of Expense for Year (Exhibit “C”)....... $ z 


EXHIBIT C 


EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 
For Year Ended December 31, 1953 
January 1, 1953 Balance................00eee08 $237,113.57 


Deduct: 
Accounts written off by Authorization of 
Grand Encampment and by compromise 


BEUHEMON Es reisyoxc.ayy sis ROAR. Rae ois de. 88 4 $ 1,263.40 
Excess of Expense for Year Ended December 
31, 1953 (Exhibit “B”) ..............04. 226.68 1,490.08 


$235,623.49 


EXHIBIT D 


EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
SUMMARY OF STUDENTS’ LOANS 


For Year Ended December 31, 1953 
January 1, 1953 Balance 


Add: 


$147,107.84 


Loans made during year $ 43,342.50 
Service Charges for 1953 a 510.5 
(Less—Allowances)........... 2 4,215.67 47,558.17 


$194,666.01 


Deduct: 
Cash Received.............ccee cece ee eees $ 34,170.63 
Allowances—Principal.................645 1,800.51 35,471.14 
December 31, 1953 Balance............-.2.0005 $159,194.87 
Consisting of 
Balances of Loans (Principal) $157,768.78 
Unpaid Service Charges 1,426.09 


$159,194.87 


February 4, 1954 


Educational Committee Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetls and Rhode Island. 


Gentlemen: 

In accordance with instructions, I have examined the books 
and records of the Educational Foundation, Division of Massa- 
chusetits and Rhode Island, for the year ended December 31, 1953, 
and submit in the appended exhibits the result of operations 
coring the past year and the state of the Fund as at December 
31, 1953. 


The Exhibits are as follows: 


Exhibit A — Balance Sheet as of December 31, 1953. 

Exhibit B — Income and Expense Statement for Year Ended 
December 31, 1953. 

Exhibit C— Principal Account for Year Ended December 
31, 1953. 

Exhibit D— Summary of Student Loans for Year Ended 
December 31, 1953. 


The following comments are made relative to the work per- 
formed. 


CASH 

The cash in the checking account and in the various savings 
bank accounts has been confirmed by certificate from the de- 
positaries. The various savings bank books in the safe deposit 
box were examined and checked with the confirmations. Deposits, 
warrants, and cancelled checks were verified. 


GOVERNMENT BONDS 
Four $5,000 bonds were sold in 1953, all other bonds were 
examined and verified in the presence of the Grand Treasurer 


and Executive Secretary. 
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All interest. due on these bonds and savings bank accounts 
has been received. In addition, interest in the amount of $125 
was received on another $5,000 Government bond which has been 
held in reserve by Grand Commandery. Interest on the reserve 
savings account at the Boston Penny Savings Bank, which is 
also held by Grand Commandery, amounted to $138.09. Both of 
these items are paid to the Educational Foundation altho the 
principal amounts do not appear in their records. 


PRINCIPAL 


The various items written off as a result of compromise settle- 
ments with borrowers, as well as by authority of Grand Encamp- 
ment, resulted in a total reduction of the Principal account in 
the amount of $1,263.40. 


GENERAL 


The 1954 payment books were sent out by us for verification 
purposes with the usual request that in the event any discrepancies 
were found the students should communicate directly with us. 
We have received no complaints to date among the nearly two 
hundred students who have filled out the questionnaire which 
was also sent out with the payment books. *Many of the students 
enclosed payments on their accounts. , 


1 tng on office equipment has been provided for the 
past year. Accruals have been made to cover rental and ac- 


hoa expense at the. end of the year. Balances are also shown 
0 cover liability for withholding and social security taxes. 


Subject to the foregoing comments, I certify that the appended 
exhibits, in my opinion, fairly present the condition of the Edu- 
cational Foundation Division as of December 31, 1953, and the 
result of operations for the year ended that date. 


HURLBUT L. PLUMMER 
Certified Public Accountant 


Palio Motion duly made and seconded it was Voted that the 
above report be accepted and printed in the Proceedings. 
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
FinanciaL STATEMENT 
January 1 to Decempnr 31, 1953 
To be filed before February 1, 1954 


DIVISION OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND 


Required Capital (9 x 1932 membership @ Accrued Earned Income to 
$1.00 each) .-- $218,889.00 December 31, 1952 
Total Assessments collected. . «+» $232,950.13 $ 3,822.17 
OPERATIONS 
1, Cash on Hand or in Bank (line 14 of December 31, 1952, statement) $ 2,440.00 
RECEIPTS 


2. Principal Repayment on Student Loans: 
(a) On Current Loans.............. a . $ 29,511.46 
(b) On Loans assigned to Trustees. ..... 55.00 $ 29,566.46 


3. Interest received on Student Loans............... 4,604.17 
4, Income on Securities and Savings Accounts: 
(a) Received 
(b) Deferred 
5. Other Income: 
(a) Sale of Securities. 
(b) Assessments...... 
(c) Recoveries of Charge-offs...... 
(d) Transferred from Savings Account: 
(e) Miscellaneous (specify)........ 
6. Total Receipts 


2,502.93 
— 7,107.10 


19,445.00 


56,118.56 


Ts Total Cash available (line 1 plus line 6)... $ 58,558.56 


DISBURSEMENTS 
8. Loans to Students (a) (Male, 86) 
(Amount $33,800.00)........ $ 33,800.00 
(b) (Female, 27) 

(Amount $9,542.50)........ 9,542.50 
9, Scholarships (as authorized by G. E. Committee)... = 
10. Transferred to Knights Templar Scholarship Account 
11. Operating Costs (line 52) 

12. Other Disbursements: 
(a) Securities purchased........-...- en 
(b) Deferred Interest on Investments Qine4(b)..-. eee 
(c) Transferred to and Interest left in Savings Ac- 
COUNTS... . eee eee e eter ee teeeeeeeeeees 
(d) 5% Paid G. E. Committee 1952 Report 
(e) Miscellaneous (specify)... . 
13. Total Disbursements. . 


6,353.83 


$ 50,024.19 


CURRENT ASSETS 
14, Cash on Hand or in Bank, December 31, 1953 (line 7 
minus 13). . 
15. Funds Invest Securities, Savings Accounts, 
Accrued Interest........2.:++eeeceeeneeene cess 70,078.53 
16. Student Loans Outstanding (Principal only—de- 
ducting Loans assigned to Trustees—see line 21). 155,137.33 
17. Funds in Knights Templar Scholarship Account... . ER 
18. Due from Grand Commandery or Assessments... sev ss 
19. Other Assets: 
(a) Furniture and Fixtures. . 105.13 
(b) Miscellaneous (specify) In 
20. Total Current Assets 


$ 8,534.37 


$233,908.66 


DEFERRED ASSETS 
21. Balance due on Uncollectible Loans assigned to 
Trustees (Principal only)................200005 $ 2,631.45 


22, Total Resources (line 20 plus line 21)..... $236,540.11 
LIABILITIES 
23. Due the Committee on the Educational Foundation 
of the Grand Encampment for EXPENSE: 5% of 
lines 3 and 4. REMIT AMOUNT SHOWN 


24. Other Liabilities (sce page 5)..........0.0c000000 ne ee 


25. Total Liabilities (line 23 plus line 24) 355.36 


Net Worte 


EF $236,184.75 
s le from the earnings of the current year. The 
5% conserved (line 55) and any unexpended income (line 56) are the principal sources of 
gatay (ise 83). Gain is important to offset inevitable losses. Please watch expenses closely 
ut be generous with costs of helpful advice and counsel for recovery of doubtful loans. 
: 2 OprratinG Costs 
51. Maximum available for Administration Expense 1953 


(90% of lines 3and 4, page 1, see Section 17B. Regu- 


26. Net Worth (line 22 minus line 25) 
Nore: Administration expenses are payab! 


-» lations and Standard Practice September 20, 1952) $ 6,396.39 
52. Expenses of Administration (as per detail, Page 5).. 6,353.83 
53. Balance $ 42.56 


R LOSS 


ADDITIONS 
Assessments Donations Earned 
Income 


ames «RRS 355.35 


64. Gross Capital. -. $232,950.13 $ 903.97 $ 4,575.44 

2 NS 

65. Uncollectible Loans charged-off (Principal onl ) ap- 
proved by G. E. Committee. Naiews si 

M.W. Holmes $400.00 


E. G. Hegh 145.00 
C.E, Gould 63.00 
F.H. Caffin 50.00 


W. R. Brown 15.00 
L. J. Grinnell 450.00 


$ 1,123.00 
(Note: Attach additional sheet if more space needed.) 


66. Loss by Compromise Adjustment . 
67. Loss on Sale of Securities....... 555.00 
68. Depreciation on Furniture & Fixtu 62.73 


69. Excess Operating Cost (line 53 if red)... : 
70. Adjustments to decrease Student Loan Account 
(Principal only) 
71. Scholarships and/or Fellowships (deductible only 
from items 3 and 4, less item 52. See Intangible 
Asset, page 6) 


72. Scholarships from Scholarship Accounts (list on 


POLED) scccccs sees ccpecnveereveneeedwacnnecse  veeeee — vemedele eines 
73. The Committee on Educa’ 5% 

BAPMNGS (HS occeasarmeesuminmegniomnaneimensay  sasass Raedicty $ 355.36 
74, Miscellaneous (specify) Diff. of Inventory.....-. 0 weeee) tee 8.30 


cotati acuneuninr $ 2,244.79 


$232,950.13 $ 903.97 $ 2,330.65 
232,950.13 903.97 3,822.17 


78. Increase or Decrease, Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 1953 (line 76 
MINUSING 77) sissccsawecnamesearamawaeacas $ 0 O08 1,491.62 


ANALYSIS OF CAPITAL GAIN 


79, Harnings for 1953 (lines 3 and 4, page 1).......... 7,107.10 
80. Other Income (lines 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63)......... 0 see eee tenes ee eee 
7,107.10 
$1. Operating Costs (line 52) 64 6,353.83 
$2. Other Expenses (lines 65, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 2,244.79 
Total ccgecnitnermamaginnmmas meg AAenae $ 8,598.62 
83. Net Increase or Decrease (same as line 78)........ $ 0$ OS 1,491.52 
ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE 
Salaries: (Give Gross Totals, including Postage and Express...........00 2.2... 
Withholding for Income Taxes) Telephone and Telegraph 214.31 
Executive Officer . $1,794.00 Stationery, Supplies, Ete... .... 31.40 
Treasurer... . 300.00 Furniture, Equipment and Re- 
Stenographer or Clerical 1,820.00 pairs ee. senate 
Attorney or Collection Fees. 460.40 Premiums on Investment aes | seeeeasteea 
Rent and Light... 723.40 Miscellaneous (Itemize). . 71.00 
Safe Deposit Box. . 10.80 Retail Credit Reports. . 270.85 
Fidelity Bonds and Insurance 204.50 Interest Expense. . 130.55 


Social Security (Employer only). 55.27 
‘Ait y : .. 260.00 


Committee Meetings. . . ee 22.85 
Traveling Expense Contactin 
LONGO. ee qisiesicenawaeieresy gee nee 


INVESTED FUNDS 


Savings Accounts: 


‘Bank Location Interest Rate Amount 

Jem Savings Bank Salem, Mass. 3% $2,000.00 
Pan Boston Savings Bank Boston, Mass. 3% 3,000.00 
Weymouth Savings Bank Weymouth, Mass. 3% 5,078.53 


Total $10,078.53 
Stocks & Bonds: 


Name Serial Number Interest Rate Par Value Book Value 
i X680443G 244 $10,000.00 
U.S. Savings Bonds Serge 5/0000 
V575436G 5,000.00 

V613512G 5,000.00 

V613513G 5,000.00 

V634853G. 5,000.00 

V634854G 5,000.00 

V740902G. 5,000.00 

V785308G- 5,000.00 

V785309G 5,000.00 

V785310G 5,000.00 


Total $60,000.00 
Grand Total $70,078.53 
(Same as Line 15) 
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FIDELITY BONDS 


(AS PROVIDED BY SECTION 10 OF THE REGULATIONS & STANDARD PRACTICE) 


Paid by 
Grand Commandery Expiration 
Officer Bonded = Amount of Bond Amount of Premium or Foundation Date 
Exec. Secretary $ 2,500.00 190.34 Foundation 11/6/54 
Asst. to Exec. Sec. 2,500.00 
Treasurer 12,500.00 
3 year bond paid on annual basis 


AUDIT 


NOT AN ASSET 
Accrued Interest on Student Loans—disclosed only as an urge to recover 
and not to be included in Current or Deferred Assets................ $1,426.09 
LIABILITIES 
Student Loans Payable (amount of installments due on Student Loans for 
which you hold notes included in line 16, page 1) 


Loans and Accounts Payable — Rent and Audit $408.75 
Withholding Tax.....000..00000..0.0..0.... 120.90 
Trust Funds administered by Committee and included in Assets......... ...... 
Other Liabilities — Social Security Tax........00000....0seeeeceeeeee. 31.61 
Total Liabilities (item 25, page 1).........0.0c0c0ceeeee cues $ 561.26 


Nose: The Constitution of the Grand Encampment having been amended to provide for 
Scholarship or Fellowship Grants, line 9 is provided for such a disbursement. These grants 
are non-recoverable—actually gifts—hence are no longer financial assets. They are intangible 
moral assets and in all future compilations a Division is given full credit for this service. 


SCHOLARSHIPS AND/OR FELLOWSHIPS—AN INTANGIBLE ASSET 
State whether by Scholarship Grant, or from funds ‘Transferred to K.'T. Scholarship Accounts 
Date Granted © Amount — Name and Address of Grantee Name ond Location 


of College 


NONE 


Objectives of Division and Grantees, (In event of more than one Scholarship or Fellowship 
please outline objectives of each separately, He 


(Note: Attach additional sheet if more space needed) 


CERTIFICATION 


Thereby certify that the foregoing is a correct Financial Statement of the Knights Templar 


Educational Foundation Division of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island as of December 31, 1953. 


Signed CLARENCE R. DAVIS, 
Chairman 

Signed A. KENNETH MARTIN, 
Treasurer 


Arrest: GEORGE A. WEEKS, Grand Recorder 
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Special attention is called to the following sections of the Regulations which please observe, 
to-wit: 

Section 13C(9): Prepare and file on or before February Ist of each year with the Secretary 
of the Committee on The Educational Foundation of the Grand Encampment, on such form as 
provided, three (3) copies of a detailed report of the previous year’s operations. He shall also 
present a duplicate of such report to the Grand Commandery at its first stated conclave there- 
after. 

Section 17: A. For the purpose of assisting in the operating expense of the Committee on 
The Educational Foundation of the Grand Encampment, 5% of the interest collected on loans 
and of the interest collected and /or accrued on securities and deposits during the current year 
shall be remitted annually by each Division with the filing of the financial statement required 
to be filed with Seeretary of the Committee on The Educational Foundation on or before 
February Ist of each year. 

B. The authorized administration expense of Division Committees for any one year shall 
not exceed 90% of the interest collected on loans and of the interest collected and /or accrued 
on securities and deposits during the current year. 


C. The Division Secretary shall pay the authorized expenses of the Division only after 
a budget has been approved by the Committee on The Educational Foundation of the Grand 
Encampment, acting cither collectively or through its Chairman. This budget shall contain 
only such items as are necessary to the operation of the Educational Fund. It shall be prepared 
and submitted by the Finance Committee of the Grand Commandery each year, at its stated 
conclave, for the following calendar year. If approved and recommended by the Grand Com- 
mandery, the Grand Commander shall cause a copy of the budget to be transmitted immediately 
to the Chairman of the Committee on The Educational Foundation of the Grand Encampment 
for final approval. 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF INSPECTOR INSTRUCTOR 
May 15, 1954 


To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Officers and Members of 
the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


With the exception of seven Commanderies all reports have 
been received. 


As yet. no Commandery has been marked below nine minus and 
there have been twenty-five ten minus marks awarded. 


Only twelve Commanderies differ in their marks of last year, 
not counting the seven I have not heard from as of this date. 


A full report will be given at the Annual Conclave. 


Respectfully yours, 


CLYDE L. CARTER 
Inspector Instructor 


Upon motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 
the above report and print same in the Proceedings. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
NEW MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLICITY 


To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery: 


This is simply a report of progress. Our “intake” year does not 
close until two months hence. Our potential losses continue for two 
months more beyond that date. 


Thus far the total petitions received are just about at our average 
for the several past years. We are at 80% of our petition objective. 


We need only 150 more petitions to equal last year’s total. 


_ 14 Commanderies have already equalled or surpassed their ob- 
Jectives as follows: 


Palestine No. 10 15 over 9 Joseph Warren No. 26 10 over 8 
Milford No. 11 Te ae Natick No. 33 22 " 9 
St. Bernard No. 12 7 +o 7 Olivet No. 36 28 “ 25 
Haverhill No, 14 37 over 28 Cambridge No. 42 8“ 5 
Bethany No. 17 CRMs Temple No. 48 17 to 17 
Jerusalem No. 19 19 “ 18 T.S. Webb No. 51 10 over 8 
Conn. Valley No. 23 i, 39 Sir Galahad No. 52 8% 7 


Only one Commandery has not yet produced any petitions. 


In order to find out just where Grand Commandery stood at 
the half way point of our membership statistical year the R.. E-. 
Grand Commander issued Official Letter No. i requesting cer- 
tain information as of January 31, 1954 from each Commandery 
and asked for their report by February 15th. As of this date, 
three months later, we are sorry to report that we cannot give 
you & complete picture of our net gains because of the failure of 
some Commanderies to send in their report. 


In addition to setting a petition quota for each Commandery 
this year we also adopted another quota — a “net gain” quota, 
which if reached will give us a net gain of 257, a much greater 
net gain than usually reached. 


With two more months to go let us be sure that we Knight 
every petitioner, for in the last analysis it is the net gain that 
counts. 

Courteously submitted, 
FRANK H. WILSON 
Chairman 
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Tur Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the re- 
port. What is your pleasure? 


R..E..Sm A. Kennetu Martin: R..E..Grand Commander, 
I move it be accepted. (Motion seconded) 


Tue Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the 
motion and second. All in favor signify by extending the sword 
arm; opposed, the bridle arm. It is a unanimous vote. 


Report of the Triennial Committee. 


R..E..Sim Grorce A. Werxs: R..E..Grand Commander, 
I might say that the chairman and the members of the committee 
are present. There is not too much that we can report at the present 
time as to any tour leaving Boston for the Triennial Conclave. 
We have a complete story which has been issued in the Grand 
Encampment Review which gives us a tentative schedule. It 
may be of some interest for the record. 


It will be held in New York August 20 to 26, 1955, inclusive. 
The tentative program is as follows: Saturday, August 20, registra- 
tion and arrival of the Grand Master; Sunday, August 21, Church 
parade and service, and open air sacred concert; Monday, August 
22, full form opening, night street parade; Wednesday, August 24, 
Grand Encampment Session, election of officers, conferring of 
orders by Detroit Commandery on a prominent candidate and all 
Sir Knights are invited; Thursday, August 25, Session, all day 
boat trip up the Hudson River; Friday, August 26, close with 
public installation of officers. 


Then they go on with a long comment on directions. They 
make references to hotels in which most of us would be interested. 
The corporation has contracted with the Hotel Association of 
New York for a minimum of 8,000 rooms, with a guarantee of no 
increase over the regular rates. There will be thousands of rooms 
available in mid-town New York. So send your request in as 
early as possible to assure your receiving accommodations in the 
hotel of your choice. 


(R..E..Sir Weeks continued reading the instructions from 
Grand Encampment with reference to the Triennial.) 


Now, the story is that the requests for rooms must be made 
through the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island and sent to the Housing Committee in New York to get 
rooms that have been tied up. It comes directly under the Housing 
Committee in New York. 


Then, registration and offices will be open nine to nine daily. 
The headquarters will be at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. The 
present. headquarters is care of Stewart H. Walker, 330 West 
42nd Street, New York City. 
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Then it goes on with the complete instructions of what we 
have to do in order to get reservations. That covers most of it. 
There is no registration fee. 

Tue Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the 
report of the Triennial Committee. What is your pleasure? 

_R..E..Sir A. Kunnura Martin: Move it be accepted. (Mo- 
tion seconded) 


Tue Granp Commanpmr: It has been regularly moved and 
seconded to accept the report and place it in the records. All in 
favor signify by extending the sword arm; opposed, the bridle arm. 
So ordered. 

V..E-.Sir Kennera H. Earte: R-.E..Grand Commander, 
may I ask the Eminent Grand Recorder, for the benefit of the 
Sir Knights here, when rooms will be able to be assigned? I have 
heard that some Grand Commanderies have been assigned rooms. 


R..E.. Sir GrorcE A. Werks: They haven’t sent us any of 
the forms. Here is the Chairman of the Finance Committee. 


V..E..Sm Kennura H. Earue: Could you give us some idea? 


R-.E..Sir Joun E. Rives: I am very well acquainted with 
Royal Ryan and they won’t be assigned until probably two months 
before the Conclave. 

R-.E.-.Sir Grorcr A. Werks: The forms to fill out for re- 
quests haven’t come out yet. 


The report of the Committee on Finance. 


R-.E..Sr Guorcu A. Weeks: R..E..Grand Commander, 
this is something that I know has been very close to your heart; 
something that hit you rather hard this year. 

It was suggested at the Annual Conclave that the price of 
patos our proceedings be approved by the Finance Committee 
put, after their report, the printer died. As an explanation of this 
report, there were peculiar circumstances. The printer who 
printed our proceedings — you might say the whole business — 
ie bankrupt and it was taken over by a group of people who are 
a the Opposite faith than we are. The result was that when they 
came in to get a dollar out of the business, Mr. Muldoon, the 
administrator, said, “That is nothing but old lead. Sell it for junk.” 
It meant that a new printer had to start from scratch. The old 
printer had page after page set up to go ahead. 

So it did cost some money to start from scratch and I think 
your R..E..Grand Commander and Committee were fortunate 
in getting a man to do it. I might say this; that the man who 
bought the business was willing to turn back to us any of our cuts 
and steel engravings. We had the cover of the book and some 
others. Anything set up in lead type was junked and sold for 
twenty cents a pound. 


(R..E..Sir Weeks read the report of the Finance Committee.) 
28 


REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
April 15, 1954 


To the Depuly Grand Commander and Members of the Finance 
Committee of Grand Commandery: 
Sir Knights: 

Complying with Article VIII, Section 5 of the Constitution 
of the Grand Commandery K.T. of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island adopted October 15, 1947, your Grand Commander pre- 
sents the following request to the Deputy Grand Commander 
and Members of the Finance Committee: 

Whereas on October 31, 1953, the Finance Committee sub- 
mitted in the Budget for the year ending August 31, 1954 an 
Item of $1,000.00 for the Printing of the 1953 Proceedings of this 
Grand Commandery as submitted by the Walter Smith Company 
and that owing to the sudden death of Mr. Smith and the li- 
quidation of his business it was necessary to obtain a new printer 
(who had to start from scratch with new cuts and composition) 
his price for 330 copies is $1,150.00 or $150.00 more than set-up 
in the Budget.” 

Under Grand Commandery Regulations, “that in cases of 
emergencies or necessity, warrants approved in writing by the 
Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, and a majority 
of the Finance Committee, may issue on the General Fund to 
an amount not exceeding in the aggregate in any one year ten per- 
centum (10%) of the total of that fiscal year’s Budget.” 


As this year’s Budget is $16,054.00, I respectfully request 
a supplementary appropriation of $150.00 to cover the additional 
cost of printing the 1953 Proceedings of this Grand Commandery. 


If you approve my request, I will gladly submit it at the Semi- 
Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery to be held in Pro- 
vidence, Rhode Island on Saturday, May 15, 1954. 

With Knightly greetings, I am 


Courteously yours, 
HARRIE M. TAFT 
Grand Commander 
APPROVED 
KENNETH H. EARLE 
Deputy Grand Commander 
LEON L. ALLEN, Chairman 
ARTHUR R. DORWARD 
HOWARD A. GRAY 


R-.E-.$rr Grorcr A. Wurxs: That is the basis of the report. 
It has been approved according to the constitution which requires 
the approval of the Deputy Grand Commander and two members 
of the Finance Committee. This has been approved by the Deputy 
Grand Commander and the entire Finance Committee. 
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Tur Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the 
report of the Committee on Finance. What is your pleasure? 


R-.E..Sir A. Kennera Martin: R-.E..Grand Commander, 
I move it be approved. (Motion seconded) 


Tur Granp Commanper: It is regularly moved and seconded 
that the report be approved. All in favor signify by extending the 
sword arm; opposed, the bridle arm. It is a unanimous vote and 
so ordered. 


_ We have got a lot of this stuff through at this time. I would 
like to present to you Ill. Norris G. Abbott, Jr., 33°, Deputy for 
the State of Rhode Island. 


Iuu. Norris G. Aszorr, yr.: R..E..Grand Commander and 
members of this Grand Commandery. I think we all, from time to 
time, have heard references by speakers to the close association. 
which exists between the two Rites, the York and the Scottish. 
That is all true. I am happy to say that it still exists today. 


I thought you might be interested in some words I read in an 
old book which just recently came to my possession. It refers 
to an action that was taken in the year 1812 by some Brethren 
of the City of Newport. The records go on to tell of the experience 
of that organization which culminated by their receiving from a 
Mr. Thomas Lowns of New York, for the sum of $150, a patent 
creating in Newport a Body known as the Deputy Grand Con- 
sistory, which was given full authority to work all the Degrees 
of Knighthood and all the Degrees of the Scottish Rite from the 
4° to the 32°. Truly, you will agree, a most unusual Body. 


However, the record goes on to state that two years later they 
made application to this Grand Commandery and Washington 
Encampment was then constituted. 


Another item comes to mind which you, as a semi-military 
organization, may be interested in. You are interested, I know, 
in leaders of the armed forces of our country, particularly those 
who are members of the Masonic Craft and Fraternity. I wish 
you could have shared my experience last Tuesday as a small group 
met in Boston to do honor to General Mark Clark. The Supreme 
Council of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction has an honorary 
citation known as the Gorgas Medal. You may recall that John 
James Joseph Gorgas is known as the conservator of the Scottish 
Rite because, during the anti-Masonic period, it was through his 
efforts that the Scottish Rite records were maintained and some 
semblance of an organization continued. It was due to him that the 
Northern and Southern Supreme Councils were able to reform and 
become reactivated at the end of the anti-Masonic period. Hence, 
the Supreme Council has set up the Gorgas Medal which to date 
has only been given to six individuals, one of whom being King 
Gustave V of Sweden. : 
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At a small gathering held in Boston on Tuesday General Clark, 
who is an honorary member of the 33° of the Northern Jursidiction, 
was present and the Past Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
Supreme Council, Melvin M. Johnson, made a most beautiful 
presentation. It was my first opportunity to meev General Clark. 
Those of you who have met him recognize in him that we have a 
man in whom Masonry may well be proud. He is at present Presi- 
dent of The Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina. He is a very 
distinguished man, a very able man, a most courteous Christian 
gentleman. 


The R..E..Grand Commander spoke of the beautiful weather 
today. Thinking of that beautiful weather, and thinking that it 
may presage the coming of spring, calls to mind the experience of 
one of our local merchants who was in the clothing business. 
At this time of year it was his desire, as all others in the business, 
to clear his racks of his winter inventory. Over a short period he 
had been quite successful and succeeded in selling all the winter 
clothing in the store with one exception, and that was a rather 
remarkable suit consisting of extremely broad checks with the 
predominating colors of red, green and yellow. The suit had 
remained on the rack for a considerable time and was the problem 
of the organization as to how to get rid of it. 


On a certain day as the owner was leaving for lunch he spoke 
to an assistant, “Sam, while I am at lunch see if you can’t get 
rid of that suit.” Upon his return he was extremely gratified and 
thrilled to notice that the suit was gone but the shop was in a 
shambles. The showcases were broken and Sam was in a very 
disreputable state. So immediately, being tremendously concerned, 
the owner said, ‘Sam, I am glad to see that the suit has been 
sold but what happened? Did the customer object to buying it?” 
Sam replied, “No, the customer didn’t object but I had a devil 
of a time with his seeing eye dog.” 


R..E..Sir, it is a pleasure to visit and wish you well and to 
pass on the greetings of the Scottish Rite to this organization. 

Tur Granp Commanper: Illustrious Brother Norrie, I want 
to thank you for that very nice delivery. I am sure we all ap- 
preciate it and have learned something of ancient Templary as 
well as the new. It is a pleasure to have you here. 


We will now take time enough to have the Most Illustrious 
Grand Master of the Grand Council Royal and Select Masters 
of Rhode Island address us. M.-.Ill. Alfred E. Grant. 


M..Inn. Atrrep E. Grant: R..E.. Grand Commander and 
Sir Knights. It is my very happy privilege and duty to bring to 
this Semi-Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery the 
official and fraternal greetings of the Grand Council of Royal and 
Select Masters of the State of Rhode Island, and like the Rite, 
no Providence Plantations. 
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I suppose that it is quite possible — although I hope not 
probable — that some of those in this room are not affiliated with 
the Council of Royal and Select Masters. May I just say that 
the lessons of the Council are zeal, fidelity and friendship. Cer- 
tainly, we know that if Templary is to be on the march it will 
only be through the zeal of the Sir Knights. Fidelity — which is 
based on faith, that great Christian principle — is one in which 
Templary firmly believes. I am sure that friendship is a very 
marked characteristic of Knight Templary but it is one which may 
always grow and enhance not only our connection but the joy 
we have in life as members of this great Christian organization. 


I would say then, and I trust, that our interest and enthusiasm 
for Templary may lead us to have, if not an equal, at least a com- 
parable enthusiasm for the Cryptic Rite. (Applause) 


Tue Granp Commanprr: Thank you very much M.:.IIl. 
Brother Al. It is a pleasure to have you here today. 


R “.E..Smr Grorcs A. Werks: Now, R-.E..Sir, it seems we 
are getting along here. We are down to the last item on the agenda 
which comes under the heading of new business. 


One year ago, in the city of Springfield, at our Semi-Annual 
there was a report made by what was termed the Sesquicen- 
tennial Committee with regard to holding an anniversary in 1955. 
th the results of that meeting the whole action was declared un- 
Se acai So, your R..E..Grand Commander at the end 
oh his year, in order to ascertain if the Grand Commandery 
: ished to have a celebration, appointed a new committee headed 
Dy Kenneth Earle as chairman. And he has asked to have this 
report re-submitted, with a change in it, at this meeting for your 
consideration. Is that correct? I will read the report which in 


substance wag submitted rear : , 
of May 15, (one ed one year ago but changed to the date 


o (R-.E..Sir Weeks read the report of the Sesqui-centennial 
ommittee.) 


REPORT OF THE SESQUI-CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
May 15, 1954 


To the Rt. Em. Grand Commander and Members of the Grand 
Commandery: ; 


Sir Knights: 
Your Sesqui-Centennial Committee submits the following report: 


The committee proposes a tentative program to start with a 
banquet on a Saturday night in May, 1955 — probably following 
the Semi-Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery. © 
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On the following day — Sunday — it is proposed to hold Divine 
Services preceded by a parade of all Commanderies in this Grand 
Jurisdiction. 


It is our expectation that banquet tickets will be sold at $5.00 
each and that we will be able to accommodate about 1,300 persons. 


The estimated cost of this celebration to Grand Commandery is: 


Banquet. $ 3,000.00 
Parade 1,000.00 
Church Service 1,200.00 
Guests 1,000.00 
Program 1,000.00 
Souvenirs 500.00 
Pictures 300.00 


Music & Mise. 2,000.00 
$10,000.00 


To finance such a project, the income of Grand Fund for this 
fiscal year (1954) and the two following (1955 & 1956) could be 
earmarked for that purpose. It is calculated that the expected 
revenue will amount to about $9,500. Should $500.00 more be 
needed, it may be appropriated from the general fund. 


Your committee recommends that the celebration of the 150th 
Anniversary of this Grand Commandery be held as outlined 
above, at an estimated cost of $10,000; that the income of the 
Grand Fund for the fiscal years ending 1954, 1955, and 1956 
be used for this purpose, together with an appropriation of $500.00 
from the General Fund if required. 


If this Grand Commandery wishes to produce a history in 
book form, as was done at the centennial celebration, it will 
add $2,000.00 to the expense. Part of this cost could be returned 
if the book was placed on sale. 


Courteously submitted, 


Sesqui-Centennial Committee 
KENNETH H. BARLE, Chairman 


R..E..§m Grorcs A. Weuxs: This is the resubmission of 
the report which was made with the change from 1953, which 
income has gone in the general fund and can not be touched. 
They have changed that. 


E-.Sm Raymonp L. Haut: R-.E-.Grand Commander, I 
move that the report be accepted and the recommendations 
adopted. 
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R..E..Sir A. Kennetra Martin: R..E..Grand Commander, 
Iam a member of that committee and I didn’t sign that report. 
I think, Sir Knights, we are going off on a pretty elaborate scale. 
In the first place I don’t think this is legal but I will get back to 
that later. 


We are going out to spend $10,000 but you will end up with 
probably $12,000 or $14,000. I don’t know where you are going 
to get the support. We had a meeting of the Past Commanders 
a few weeks ago and we had 40 present. We have a Semi-Annual 
in Providence today. We could have a thousand here but we 
have got 80. Where is the support coming from? Outside of two 
Past Grand Commanders who have got to be here today, the Re- 
corder and myself, we have got one other. The rest who signed 
this report are not here today. 


I don’t know how many of you people are in a position to go 
in your pockets to finance this deal. In the first place you are 
going to come to Boston on a Saturday and you are going to bring 
your wife with you. You are going to spend $12 a couple and that 
is only the start. You are going to buy a badge. You are going to 
have a delicious dinner. You could probably get the same here 
for $1.50. You are going home or otherwise stay in the hotel over- 
night. You are coming back in the morning for a parade. They 
figure on 1,200 people for that banquet. If the plans go through, 
with so many invited guests there wouldn’t be room for people to 
pay for that dinner. 


_ Now, here is the question on your finances. The Grand Fund 
1s set up to take care of a period of emergency that might exist. 
Here is a program submitted to you Sir Knights wherein next 
year the Grand Commander will have the privilege of drawing 
ahead for two more years. I don’t think that is legal. In other 
words, this report is drawn up and I don’t think there has been 
much consideration given to it. 


_ If Grand Commandery has got to have a celebration lets make 
it a one day affair. Personally, I don’t believe that 25 percent of 
the Sir Knights at this Conclave today will attend that affair in 
Boston. If we are going to get 80 at a Semi-Annual where are 
you going to get 600 out with their wives for that dinner? 


This report has been submitted and can be accepted. Then it is 
going to the Grand Commandery because there is money involved. 
You have got to get a four-fifths vote and I don’t believe you will 
do it. I believe we should cut the cloth to fit the pattern. There 
isn’t one of you businessmen here who would take a $10,000 pro- 
gram unless you knew where the money was coming from. I 
don’t know what we will gain. I think it would be more to our 
advantage to have a few dollars in the Grand Fund for an emer- 
gency. Today you read of an appropriation of $150 that had to 
be made. Why dissipate this fund to put on a celebration and who 
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is going to enjoy it? I have talked, I suppose, in the last several 
months to 40 different people and I have only found eight who 
would attend this affair. 


Now, gentlemen, you can accept this report, put it on the record, 
and fight it out on the floor of Grand Commandery, but I think 
it is something that is going to cost you money. You take St. 
Johns in Providence. I don’t think they have gotten over the 
effect of the Semi-Annual we had on their anniversary. They talk 
about spending the money of the Grand Fund. The income is 
around $3,109 a year; the other income is from the Grand Com- 
mandery. Now, that Grand Commandery money is money we 
have in the check book. You appropriate so much money every 
year and we have got to have it. When they had the anniversary 
at St. Johns, $2,000 was appropriated with no mention made of 
the means of whence it was to come. If you were treasurer of an 
organization, and you had a checking account of $4,000, and got 
a bill for $2,000, and nothing to reimburse you, you are running 
too close. Today, we are running too close to the wind in the 
Grand Commandery Fund. If you are going to continue this you 
are going to run that down, and then you are going to get assess- 
ments. 

Gentlemen, consider this for what it is worth. Would you, as 
businessmen, invest this money for a few hours pleasure? That is 
all it amounts to. We don’t have to spend that kind of money 
to advertise Grand Commandery. That is what you are voting 
on today. You will have to come back for more money to re- 
imburse Grand Commandery. I don’t believe you can take those 
funds that haven’t been earned and the Lord knows what is going 
to happen when you go ahead three years. This is the same policy 
we had under Roosevelt. It is about time to put the house in order 
and think of the days when a few dollars mean something rather 
than have it all expended. 

Tur Granp Commanpen: Any further remarks? 

V..Es.Sir Kenneru H. Earner: R..E..Grand Commander 
and Sir Knights. This same report was entered a year ago in 
Springfield and the R..E..Past Grand Commander did sign the 
report at that time, I believe. We had to resubmit it at this time 
in order to decide whether anything was going to happen as far 
as an anniversary party was concerned next year. As far, as I 
am concerned, I am neutral. Last year it was unanimous in its 
approval and everybody who was there knows it. 


R..E..Sm Joun E. Rines: RE ..Grand Commander, I 
heartily subscribe to what Sir Knight Martin said but I would 
like to add a little thought to this thing. If we can go out strong 
and bear witness to the world that we are a Christian organization, 
and make a good parade, and have plenty of people watch us, 
I think it is a grand thing for Templary. Conditions today are 
such that there are not many people standing on the sidewalks. 
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They are all riding in automobiles. A few years ago, under Judge 
Wilson, we had a fine parade in Boston. Lets recognize the fact 
that Robert Gardiner Wilson is a very popular fellow and he had 
the entire support of Aleppo Temple behind him. Without any 
discredit to Sir Knight Earle, he isn’t a Past Imperial Potentate 
and I doubt if he, or anybody in New England, has the support 
that Sir Knight Wilson has. 


Now, we can put on a big parade which is a fine thing and it 
might be money well expended. As Sir Knight Martin has said, 
there are a lot of guests. Well, there won’t be over 300 Sir Knights, 
if their wives were included, who could buy tickets. This money 
we are spending is coming from money paid in to this Grand 
Commandery. We owe our existence to the Baldric Knights. 
The time that Judge Wilson put on his show, which was a success, 
there was a twenty cent assessment added to the per capita which 
was, as the motion went through, temporary; but it is still on and 
I doubt if it can be taken off. The subordinate Commanderies 
are still suffering under that burden. 


Now, we have got another very vital thing to consider. Next 
year we have the Conclave of the Grand Encampment. You 
are going to hear a great deal about having a large delegation of 
Sir Knights attend that Conclave and participate in parades. 
Certainly, no Knight Templar wants to see a handful of Knights 
march down Fifth Avenue. New York is accustomed to large 
spectacles. The Shrine has been there twice and practically all 
New York turns out to see it. That is a Masonic Body, to a sense, 
but if we went down with a few plumes coming from all over the 
United States it would be very sad for Templary Masonry. 


Therefor, I believe that Masonry wants us to send over just 
as many Knights with plumes as we possibly can in August of ’55. 
If we have a parade in May of ’55, there is one parade. There 
would be another one in August. I question how many people 
want to go and march twice within a period of two or three months. 
I think that is vital to consider. 


Two years ago St. Johns Commandery celebrated its 150th 
anniversary as the oldest Commandery recognized in the United 
States. That anniversary was well written up and publicized in 
the Knight Templar Review and it went all over the United 
States among Templar Masonry. However, I don’t suppose that 
that, or any other similar occasion, created too much talk. They 


thought it was a wonderful thing, and it was, to turn the century 
and a half mark. 


Now, let’s be fair with ourselves. If Grand Commandery cele- 
brates its 150th anniversary within a period of two years isn’t it 
a sort of anticlimax? Just how much good will it do? How many 
people will march and give up the time? As I say again, we had 
the support of Aleppo Temple behind us a few years ago. We won’t 
have this support this time although many Templars who are 
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members of Aleppo will attend, but we won’t have that support. 
I am afraid that it would be something that we wouldn’t be too 
proud about when it was all over and, as we summed it all up, 
I question very much the few that would be able to participate 
in the banquet which would be about the only thing that the rest 
would get anything out of. As you remember, our Grand Master, 
last October, said that it is much better for us to attend divine 
service in our groups and keep it up than it is to attempt one big 
thing and make a failure of it. I do not believe that we will get 
the value of $10,000 even in personal satisfaction or in advertising 
to the world. Thank you. 


Tur Granp Commanprer: Thank you, Eminent Sir Rines. 
Any further remarks? Do I hear that motion seconded? (Motion 
seconded) It is regularly moved and seconded that the — 


E..Sm Garpner R. P. Barker: R-.E’.Grand Commander, 
I believe it would be best to divide the question. As I understand 
it the original motion was that the report be accepted and the 
recommendations adopted. I will call for a division of the question. 


R..E-.9rr Grorcr A. Wrexs: R-.E~.Sir, I think the E-. 
Sir is correct. I think your first would be the acceptance of the 
report and then the appropriation of the money. I think it is in 
two parts; first, the acceptance of the report, and then the con- 
sideration of where the money is coming from. 


Tur Granp Commanpnr: First, the acceptance of the report. All 
in favor signify by extending the sword arm; opposed, the bridle 
arm. I didn’t see too many. I think on that — ’ 


E..Srr ALLAN Campsenn, Jr.: R..E..Grand Commander, 
I think to make this legal you would have to amend that motion. 
I amend the motion that we vote separately on each article. 
First, we vote on the acceptance of the report; and second, we 
take the report on the financing. 


Tun Granp Commanpmr: That is what I intended it to be. 
The report of the committee is first. All in favor of accepting the 
report of the committee signify by extending the sword arm; 
those opposed, the bridle arm. (‘The vote was 10 in the affirmative; 
5 in the negative.) I think the report of the committee was ac- 
cepted. i 

Now, the next one is the recommendation of how to furnish 
the finances. 

R-.E..S1r Groner A. Wanxs: Do you want me to read that 
again? : 

(R..E..Sir Weeks read the portion of the report regarding 
financing of the celebration.) 

E-.Sim Avian Camppeu, Jr. R-.B-.Grand Commander, I 
would like to find out if we take money in ’55 and ’56 if the people 
we owe money to will wait until ’56? We would have to wait 
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for $3,000 until ’56 in order to pay the bills. This Grand Com- 
mandery will be in debt until ’56 if we spend $10,000 next year. 


E.. Smr James R. Hooper: R..E..Grand Commander, the 
legality of the appropriation has been questioned by R.. E.. Sir 
Ken Martin as to whether the appropriation can be made covering 
incomes extending into 1956. I think that matter is of prime im- 
portance. If it is illegal the whole thing will be thrown out anyway. 


E-.Sir Aurrep C. Brake: R..E-.Grand Commander, I rise 
to a point of information. I am not clear, and it is quite possible 
that others are not, as to just how this would work out assuming 
the recommendations of the Finance Committee are adopted. 
I assume that if $3,000 is taken for 1954, and ’55, and 756, out of 
the Grand Commandery income for the purpose of financing this 
celebration that that would mean that there is no surplus of in- 
i a eft to defray the expenses of the Grand Commandery for 
those three years and therefor, as suggested by our Grand Treasurer 
it would be necessary in effect to tap the general fund. How much 
is in the general fund that would be available and how much left, 
presumably in the general fund, if we had to tap it to pay the ex- 
pees for 1954, 1955, and 1956? In other words, where would we 

e and where do we get off? I would like to know. 

R..E-. Sir Grorcr A. Werks: R-.E..Sir, I think our E-. 
Sir Blake is talking on one item and the committee’s report is on 
another. He refers to the general fund. What they aim to spend 
ee ane from the permanent fund. For your information 
en » Section 1 : The invested funds of this Grand Commandery 
held ie established by provisions of the constitution, and now 
find ripe dance with said reasons, shall constitute this grand 
feel a nen 2: The income of said grand fund may be expended 
ere : ple or other purposes as may be determined by the Grand 
ionulke a ery. All unexpended income of this fund and all donat- 
eo e same shall be annually added to the principal. Section 3: 

e principal of said grand fund shall not be expended for any 
Pia except the general welfare of the Order and then on due 
near to die De of Grand Commandery at least 30 days 
four-lifttia voter an ae Le action is to be taken and by a 

There is the answer to the whole thing. 


wae WiiiaM Turner: R..E..Grand Commander, is it 
a fact, at the present time, that the income from this fund is 


being used year b r i 
LR sed J y year to carry on this Grand andery as 
it has been functioning? . e See 


R. -E.. Sr Guorcr A. Wurxs: R..E..Grand Commander, I 
might say this. It has not in the last couple of years, but it may 
be requested any time by a presiding Grand Commander before 
August 31, if he needs it. Speaking on this year, if some un- 
known expenditure comes up—as happened when Harold 
Crocker was Grand Commander, when the United States Govern- 
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ment made them pay back taxes over a period on social security 
up to and including on dead men. That was something that came 
up and Harold Crocker had no other alternative but to take the 
interest of the grand fund to meet that. If something happened 
to this man before August 31 he can demand this. If it is earmarked 
where will he get the money? : 

R..E..$m A. Kexxera Marrin: R-.E-. Sir, I will answer 
your question first, Bill, That money isn’t used for general ex- 
penses. This is the big question. The last three years we have 
been able to put that money aside, the income from the grand 
fund. It was down to about a $64,000 figure. It was up to $100,000. 
They have tapped it until they have got it down, A new regime 
came in and we tried to build it up. Sure, there have been some 
requests to tap it but the sane minded rebelled and have built it 
from a low of $64,000 up to $70,000. 


Now, on August 31 what moncy is in that fund is automatically 
put in the grand fund. But this recommendation wants to draw 
ahead on income not earned. I can’t tell you or anybody what 
the income will be in ’54, ’55, or 56. Now, in the meantime the 
committee wants to spend $10,000. I will bet that it will be nearer 
$15,000. We have got a checking account to cover the running 
expenses of Grand Commandery. Last night when I was in and 
paid out the checks it was down to $3,600. That has got to do us 
the balance of the year. That account should be about $2,000 
higher. But we are short that $2,000 due to the fact that this money 
was appropriated for the anniversary of St. John’s and no extra 
money came in. You can draw that down to $1 and then there 
will be no one paid. There are no donations being made to this 
trust fund. It is the money we scrimp and save to put in it. Iam 
against badges and all that when Grand Commandery can use 
the money for better purposes. 


R..E..Sm Joun E. Rives: R-.E-.Grand Commander, I 
would like to supplement the remarks of the Grand Treasurer 
regarding this permanent fund. Prior to the great depression of 
1933 this amounted to over $100,000. But I believe that every one 
recalls how the number of Masonry, as well as other fraternal or- 
ganizations, shrunk during that period and we got down to a 
period where it was rather hard to exist. If it hadn’t been for 
the income of the fund plus taking the principal from time to 
time Grand Commandery wouldn’t have been able to exist. 
They reduced that principal, gentlemen, from $100,000 down to 
$64,000 and it is only, as the Grand Treasurer said — and I am 
one of the Trustees of the fund for 12 or more years, — recently 
that we have started to bring it back again. 

Now, we got it up by selling securities and getting a profit, 
and that is how we got it up to this $72,000. It was only done in 


the last year. It hasn’t been done entirely by adding the income 
to this fund. We want to bring it back again to $100,000 and then, 
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if somebody wants to tap it for an anniversary or something, you 
can afford to take it out. You are down $30,000 which should be 
replaced. Considering the value of the dollar today the fund should 
be increased to a value of $200,000. 


E..Sir Aurrep C. Buaxe: R..E..Grand Commander, as a 
lawyer I am still troubled on the question of whether this is legal 
or not. In spite of the fact that our Grand Recorder has read the 
provisions of the Grand Commandery by-laws and constitution, 
which perhaps may cover it, I don’t think that the provisions he 
has read necessarily mean that this Semi-Annual, or Annual, 
Grand Conclave can take money for years to come. What happens 


if there isn’t any money? I therefor suggest this amendment to 
the present motion. 


I move you, sir, that the motion to accept the recommendations 
of the committee and that the money be raised and earmarked as 
outlined; I move you, sir, that that motion be postponed until 
the Annual Conclave in October and during the interim the 
question of the legality and effect of the motion be submitted 


to the committee on Jurisprud f ini Motion 
garondety prudence for a legal opinion. (Moti 


Tue Granp ComManver: Sir Knights, you have heard the 
amendment to the motion. It is regularly moved and seconded 
that this part of it lay over. 


R-.E-.Sir Grorcr A. Werks: The question has arisen on the 
original motion which the committee recommends. 
(R..E-.Sir Weeks read that portion of the committee report.) 


R-.E..Sir Guorcr A. Wunxs: I think that was the original 
motion as now amended. 


THE Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the 
motion as amended. All those in favor will signify by extending 
the sword arm. Please stand. I think that motion has been ac- 
cepted and it will lay on the table. 


R..E..Sm Groren A. Weeks: I wonder if — 


E..Srr Wintiam H. Miner: R..E..Sir, you haven’t had 
the negative vote yet. 


Tun Granp Commanpmn: All those opposed please arise. 


E..Simr Garpner R. P. Barker: R..E..Sir, I am opposed 
because I think the question should be well settled now and not 
put off. Iam in a minority but just expressing my opinion. 


Tur Granp Commanper: Any further new business? 


E..Sm Atian Campsetn, Jr.: R-.E..Grand Commander, I 
think we have to put through the original motion to kill that. 


R..E.. Sir Joun E. Rivas: R..E.*.Grand Commander. With- 
out any effect I see no harm, if the Sir Knights would like to see 
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an expression of opinion, in having a rising vote whether they 
want to have a celebration and spend the money. It would have 
no effect on the action if it were put in as a vote of expression. 


E..Srr Atrrep C. Biaxe: R..E..Sir, I rise to a point of 
order. I think any such expression would be merely a sense of 
the meeting vote and have no effect. whatever unless the Juris- 
prudence Committee, in its wisdom, hands down its opinion one 
way or the other. 


Tur Granp ComMmanper: I think the fact that the amend- 
ment was so strong that it is just a waste of time. 


The report of the Committee of the Day. 


E..Sir Witiram Turner: R..E..Sir, that report is from the 
Past Commanders Association and that would be by Clyde Carter. 


R..E..5rr Grorce A. Wrerxs: How many finally were present 
and the number of Commanderies represented? 


E..Sir_ Wintiiam Turner: 104 Sir Knights representing 36 
Commanderies. 


Tue Granp ComMaANDER: Now the report of the Past Com- 
manders Association. 


(E..Sir Clyde Carter reported on luncheon arrangements.) 


R..E..Srr Jonn E. Rives: R..E..Grand Commander. Re- 
gardless of Sir Knight Blake’s objection to my suggestion — 
whether it be legal or not and, of course, I am not in favor of 
spending the money —I would like to see an expression of the 
Sir Knights here present as to whether or not they would like to 
hold this 150th anniversary. In the event that the majority present 
decided that they would like to have this anniversary it would give 
Sir Knight Earle a chance to make preparations. If he found that 
the majority were against it, it would save him and the Juris- 
prudence Committee a lot of trouble. 


E..Sir Dwicst C. Pace: R..E..Sir, just a suggestion. I 
don’t see how we here can decide if we want it until we know what 
it is going to cost. 


R..E..Sm A. Kennera Martin: R..E..Sir, I would like to 
go along with John on that. I would like to know how many of 
this group would spend the money to go to Boston. If they 
attend it will cost them money. I think it is a fair question. 


Tur Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, to satisfy some of the 
Sir Knights on the first part of that motion it is suggested that 
all those in favor of it please stand. 


E..Sir Aurrep C. Brake: R..E..Sir, I rise to a point of 
order. I think that if that is going to be done it would have to 
be a motion. 
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THE GRAND ComManpenr: I think I have a right to do this and 
I have the backing of a lot of those who have more experience 
than I have, but it would be a satisfaction to the Deputy Grand 
Commander to see how many would support it. I don’t know if 
they are going to furnish the money or not. 


All in favor of the report of the committee to raise the money 
and in favor of that, will you please stand Sir Knights. 


(Four Sir Knights stood in the affirmative.) 


R.-.E-.Sm A. Kennura Marrin: R..E-.Sir, would you make 
a record that four were in favor. 


Tue Granp ComManver: Any further new business to come 
before this Grand Commandery? 


R..E..Str Gores A. Werks: Nothing on the desk. 


The 148th Semi-Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery 
was adjourned at 12:45 P.M. 


Luncheon was served at the Wannamoisett Country Club, 
Rumford, Rhode Island at 1:00 P.M. 


Courteously submitted, 


GEORGE A. WEEKS 
Grand Recorder 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FIRST 
ANNUAL CONCLAVE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 
AND 
THE APPENDANT ORDERS 
or 
MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND 


Boston, Mass., OcroBer 30, 1954 


The One Hundred and Fifty-First Annual Conclave of the 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island convened in Full 
Form at 9:30 A.M., Saturday, October 30, 1954 in Ionic Hall, 
Masonic Temple, Boston, Massachusetts, Sir Knight Harrie M. 
Taft, presided. Divine Blessing was asked by Sir Knight Frank 
B. Crandall, Grand Prelate. 

At this time the Report of the Committee on Credentials showed 
245 Sir Knights present representing 46 Commanderies. 


GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT 


Sir Kt. Harrme M. Tarr... 2... R.E. Grand Commander 
Sir Kt. Kennern H. Marte 2 1... . V.E. Deputy Grand Commander 
Sir Kt. Mortimer W.Scurorper ..... 2... E. Grand Generalissimo 
Sir Kt. Tuomas A. Boor . 2... 0... E. Grand Captain General 
Sir Kt. Dwight C,Page 2... .....202.2. E. Grand Senior Warden 
Sir Kt. Anrrep C. Buake 2 2... E. Grand Junior Warden 
Sir kt. F: KB. Grawpamn . . 5 i 4 tb be aH E. Grand Prelate 
Sir Kt. Orrs L. Mason. 2 2... le E. Associate Grand Prelate 


netH Martin . 2... 0. ewe R.E. Grand Treasurer 
R.E. Grand Recorder 

E. Grand Standard Bearer 
E. Grand Sword Bearer 
.....  &. Grand Warder 
E. Grand Captain General 

: E. Grand Sentinel 
E. Division Commander 
E. Division Commander 
E. Division Commander 


Sir Kt. A. Ke 
Sir Kt. Groran A. W 
Sir Kt. Eviiorr N. Houiey 
Sir Kt. Cuarence E. Booru A 
Sir Kt. James B. Henry . 2 2... 
Sir Kt. Raymonp L. Haun 

Sir Kt. cr_R, Davis 
Sir Kt. 1 F. Chang Z 
Sir Kt. Raymonp D. Doucuass 
Sir Kt. Winu1am F, Wesr 


Sir Kt. Crype L. Carter | |) ll). OB Inspector Instructor 
PAST GRAND COMMANDERS PRESENT 
M..E..Sm Harry G. Pontarp R..E-.Sm Haron 8. Crocker 
Ris Sm Bensamrn F. Downrne -.B..Srr Guorce A, WEEKS 
R..E..Sir Haroup W. Spracus Sir A. Kenneta Martin 
R-.E..Sm Joun FE. Rinses - Sm Roserr G. Witson, JR. 
R..15..Smr Grorce B. Sampson R.. B+. Sm Crarves F, Farrpanrs, 2nd 
RE ..Sm Frank H. Winson R..E..Srm Freperrc Kennepy 


Tus Granp Commanver: Now, if the officers, who have been 
chosen to present the Grand Officers, will retire at this time, I 
will immediately send to receive them. 


Eminent Captain of the Guard. you will form an Escort and 
retire to escort our distinguished guests. 
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DISTINGUISHED GUESTS PRESENT 


R..E..Sir Sranuey W. Wakerietp, Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of New York — Introduced by R..E -.Sir 
Frank H. Winson. 


R..E..Sir J. Westsy Murpock, Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of Vermont. 

Em. Sir Arruur H. Derrrics, Grand Captain General of the Grand _Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of Vermont — Introduced by R-.E..Sir 
A, Kennetu Martin. 


R..E-.Sir Leonarp W. Lewis, Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery 
K.T. of the State of New Hampshire. 

R..E..Sir Wiiu1am W. Bonp, Junior Past Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery K.T. of the State of New Hampshire — Introduced by 
R..E..S8ir Joun E. Rives. 


R..E..Sir Ipris Auperson, Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery 
K.T. of the State of Connecticut — Introduced by R..E..Sir Cuartes 
F. Farrpanks, 2nd 


R-.E..Sir ALexanper A, LaFieur, Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of Maine — Introduced by R-.E..Sir 
Bensamin F. Downine 


Rv.E-.Sir Wiruiam R. Wueeran, Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of New Jersey — Introduced by R.. EB -.Sir 
Harold W. Sprague. 


R-.E-.Sir Ropcsr R. Kaurraan, Grand Commander of the Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the Dist. of Columbia — Introduced by R-.E.. Sir 
Haroun §. Crocker. 


M..Il..Evcens B. Hamruron, Grand Master of the Grand Council Royal 
and Select Masters of Massachusetts 
M..Ill..Atrrep E, Granr, Grand Master of the Grand Council Royal and 


Select Masters of Rhode Island —Introduced by Em. Sir ALFRED 
HerscHen 


M.. Ex -. ALEXANDER Campset, Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Massachusetts 

M..Ex-.Letanp Ramspevt, Grand High Priest_of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Rhode Island — Introduced by Em. Sir Wiuuram F, Cuark. 


Ill... Geratp F. Zepren, Potentate of Aleppo Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. — Intro- 
duced by Em. Sir N, Russent Lynn. 


R..E..Sir Harotp A. Carman, Dept. Commander of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar of the U.S.A. — Introduced by R.. E -.Sir 
Grorcr A, WEEKs. 


R..E..Sir C. Vernon Eppy, Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Knights Templar of U.S.A., Inspecting Officer, and personal 
representative of the Most Eminent Sir William Catron Gordon, 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of U.S.A. 
— Introduced by M..E..Sir Harry G. Potiarp. 


M-.W-.Wuitrrenp W. Jonson, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts — Introduced by R..E .. Sir 
Harowp W. Spracus. 
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R..E..Sir Haroup W. Spracus: R..E..Grand Commander, 
it has often been said —and I think it bears repeating in this 
presence — that if all the Masons in the world were gathered to- 
gether in one assembly the guest I have the privilege to present 
would rank third because he presides over the third oldest Grand 
Lodge in the world. It is my privilege to present to you, and 
through you to this Grand Commandery, Most Worshipful 
Whitfield. W. Johnson, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts. 

Our Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts is accompanied 
by the Right Worshipful Laurence E. Eaton, Grand Marshal. 

R..E.’.Granp Commanper: Most Worshipful Whitfield John- 
son, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachu- 
setts, I feel honored this morning to welcome you into this Grand 
Commandery Session, and I will escort you to the East. 

Sir Knights be seated. Sir Knight Captain of the Guard, dis- 
miss the Escort. 

R.-.E..Granp Commanpen: At this time I will ask the R..E-. 
Grand Recorder to call the Roll Call of the Grand Representatives. 


ROLL CALL OF GRAND REPRESENTATIVES 


Alabama «2. s 54% E ..Sir Winttam TURNER 
Arizona... .... . R-.E..Sir Frepertc Kennepy 
Arkansas i cas de tay 3 I ..Sir Mortimer W. Scuroeper 
California ....... R.E-.Sir Cuarence E. Buruerc 
Colorado £ Gre E..Sir Ropert E, Powein 
Connecticut, GM Bs fae Va E..Si 

District of Columbia . . R..E 

Florida ee E 

Georgia... .. 04. E 

IGG cc ae RBS , 2nd 
Illinois: . 2 ee pe me E..Sir Garpner R. P. BARKER 
Indiana . 3g BSR E..Sir Frank B. Evrs 

Towa E..Sir Prescorr W. Eaton 
Kentucky E..Sir Harotp L. Burr 
Louisiana E..Sir Winuram S. Cooper 
Maryland E..Sir H. Howarp Minis 
Michigan E..Sir Wiuram F. Crark 
Minnesota . E..Sir Toomas A. Bootr 
Mississippi . peda dey E..Sir Ciyps L. Carter 
Missouri. . . . ... . M..E..Sir Harry G, Potiarp 
Montana E..Sir Atrrep C. BLAKE 
Nebraska ir Herpert F, SawYER 


ir ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 

ir Joun E. Rives 

iy ROBERT GARDINER WILSON, JR. 
ir BensAmiIn F.DOWNING 

ir Frank H. Wrtson 

ir James B. Henry 

ir Wituiam H, Evans 

‘ir Georce A. WEEKS 


Nevada 5 
New Hampshire R 
New Jersey aa cae care) eke 
New Mexico... ... Re 
New York... . R-. 
North Carolina. . 

North Dakota ..... 

OBO ss 5 em y  S 


Oklahoma . ir Everett B. BYLEs 
Oregon o8 x Bae ‘ir Georce RINGCHRIST 
Pennsylvania ..... Re ir A. Kennera Martin 
South Carolina... . . ir N. Russet Lynn 
South Dakota .... E...Sir Hersert Y. Fourett 
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Tennessee... .... E..Sir Erenar Rixequist 
PRCRES: Soe a SF Bcsp. 2 Rs ir GeorcE B. Sampson 
Otani See eR G ir Joun J. Mick 


Vermont . 2.5.5: E..Sir Lestre M. Couiins 
Virginia, . <4. 2 4 2 3 E -.Sir Charence R. Davis 


Washington ...... Sir Harotp W. Spracue 
West Virginia 2 2... Sir Harrie M. Tarr 

Wisconsin... 2... “Sir Warter C. Furser 
Wyoming: os se 4 2 V..E..Sir Kennera H. Earie 


R..E-.Grorcn A. Weexs: R..E..Grand Commander, only 
two have not been heard from. 


Tur Granp ComMaNnpEr: My thanks to the Grand Represen- 
tatives who have answered the Roll Call at this Conclave, and I 
have no doubt that your duties will be well taken care of. Please 
convey my Knightly Greetings of this Grand Commandery to 
your respective Grand Jurisdictions. 


(R..E..Harold §. Crocker responded for the Grand Repre- 
sentatives) 


R..E..Sm Grorer A. Werks: Right Eminent Sir, I have a 
letter from Sir Knight, William Catron Gordon, Grand Master 
of the Grand Encampment which I would like to read at this time, 
also a telegram from Sir Knight Clarence E. Burleigh, Past 
Grand Commander of this Grand Commandery : 


— q y 22, 1954. 

Sir Knight Harrie M. Taft, — 
ight Eminent Grand Commander, 

Grand Commandery Knights Templars of 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island 

20 Frankfort Street, , 

Providence, Rhode Island. 


Dear Sir Knight Taft: 


I sincerely regret, that it will not b i isi ry 
t ; e possible for me to visit personally your 
ool Conclave this year at Boston on October 29th and 30th, 1954. Con- 
icts in dates, distances to be traveled and other circumstances will prevent 
my attendance. 
I have requested Sir Knight Eddy, Ri imi : i yar 
‘ ‘ ly, Right Eminent Grand Junior Warden 
wii he ee as Grand Master's Personal Representative. You 
C L e a fine individual an loy: re lar @ ee rill 
appreciate his visit with you. napa Pea lanane enue ye We 


J extend to you my cordial con i ini i : 
y a congratulations on your administration as Grand 
Commander. L trust the accomplishments for’ the welfare and progress of 
emplary in your Jurisdiction have been gratifying to you. 


Please express to all the Knights in attendance at your Conclave my sincere 
greetings and best wishes for an enjoyable and interesting meeting. I trust 
that the continued advancement of our Christian Order will be basic in all 
plans of your Grand Commandery for the future, 


With Knightly regards, I am, 
Courteously yours, 


Wituram Carron Gorvon, 
Grand Master. 
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BT271 OA418 1954 Oct. 28, pa. 10:19 
O.PNBO21 NL PD=Pasadena, Calif. 23— 

Mr. Harrie M. Taft, Grand Commander 

205 Masonic Temple, Boylston St., Boston 


We greatly appreciated your telegram extending congratulations and good 
wishes on our 60th wedding anniversary. Sorry we cannot be with you at the 
dinner October 29th, and I at the Conclave on October 30th. Knightly greet- 
ings to all. 

CuareNceE E. Bur.EIGH. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GRAND COMMANDER 

To the Members of the Grand Commandery Knights Templars of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 
Greetings: 

Once more the pendulum of Time has marked the finish of 
another Grand Commandery Year, and we are gathered here 
today for the 151st Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery. 

Iam very glad to see so many of our members present, and I 
am happy to have this opportunity of extending to each of you a 
most hearty welcome to this our 151st Annual Conclave of this 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Guests from our Sister 
Jurisdictions, the Representatives of the York Rite Bodies, the 
Scottish Rite Bodies and the Shrine, I extend to you all our 
Knightly greetings with the sincere hope that your stay will give 
you as much pleasure as it gives us to have you here today. From 
your presence here today, we shall gain much in pleasure, satis- 
faction, knowledge and inspiration. May we hope that, when duties 
make necessary your departure, you will leave with deep regret and 
with the feeling that it was indeed good to have been here. 

We feel highly honored to have with us today, Sir Knight C. 
Vernon Eddy, Right Eminent Grand Junior Warden of the Grand 
Encampment as the personal representative of our leader in 
Templary, Sir Knight William Catron Gordon, Most Eminent 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 
of the United States of America, and later on I will ask him to 
address you. 

With the near approaching termination of this Templar Year, 
it is my duty to report to you the results of that year — its ac- 
tivities and accomplishments — its failures and disappointments 
and its hopes for better things to come. 

There are again vacancies in our ranks as many here and 
throughout our cherished land have answered the Final Roll Call. 
It is with deep regret that I must record the passing of Sir Knight 
Luther L. Weller, Grand Prelate, who answered the final call to 
arms by our Great Creator on July 7, 1¢ We all appreciate 
the many years of service which this Sir Knight gave so willingly 
to Templary. His virtues linger in our memory, and the recol- 
lection of his finer qualities is a consolation in this hour. 

At this time we will suspend and listen to the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Necrology. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NECROLOGY 
October 30, 1954 


To the Right Eminent Grand Commander and Members of this 
Annual Conclave: 


Sir Knights: 


Your Committee on Necrology presents its Annual Report 
for the year, November 1, 1953 to August 31, 1954: 

The Records note the departure of one of our beloved officers 
of this Grand Commandery, Eminent and the Reverend Luther 
L. Weller, Past Commander of Coeur de Lion Commandery 
No. 34, and Grand Prelate. God rest the soul of this good soldier 
of Jesus Christ! 

Recorded also is the departure of thirty other Sir Knights 
of this Grand Commandery K.T. of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, and thirty-nine Past Grand Commanders of other Grand 
Jurisdictions, and three Grand Officers of other Jurisdictions. 

Our brother Knights, who have passed over The Great Divide 
and whom we mourn, have reached the goal of their earthly pil- 
grimage. They have fulfilled their vows as warriors for God and 
the Right. They have obeyed the call to penitence. In remem- 
brance of great and noble servants of God and mankind they 
have participated in the sacrament of the last earthly communion. 
In this sacred Action, they have sealed their faith and borne 
witness that our death is the way to Immortality. 

We, their Fraters, here remaining, cherish the memory of 
these beloved Sir Knights in our hearts and commend their souls 
to God who gave them. May they rest in peace, awaiting the dawn 
of the new Day, and may the Light perpetually shine upon their 
path as they progress onward and upward in the life of the world 
to come! 

To all who mourn our beloved Sir Knights, whom we remember 
this day and whose names are appended hereto and made a part 
thereof, we offer the Knightly sympathy of all the Members of 
this Grand Commandery and the comfort of the Templar Faith. 
Together we look forward to the time when God’s will is done in 
the final reunion of all souls, and we shall be with the Blessed 
Emmanuel and partake of the Fruit of the Vine in the Kingdom 
of God. To that end we bless ourselves with the sign of the Cross 
in which we shall conquer. 


Be still, my soul; the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone 
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest, joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 


REVEREND FRANK B, CRANDALL 
Grand Prelate 


Committee on Necrology 
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DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY OF 
KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS OF 


MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND 


Commandery 


Past Commander 


Date of Death 


Boston No. 2 John B. DeKorte April 22, 1954 
Boston No. 2 Francis E. Homer July 20, 1954 
Newburyport No. 3 Charles F, A. Hall July 30, 1954 
De Molay No. 7 Fred Marion Goodwin Dec. 26, 1953 
De Molay No. 7 Everett C. Cary July 22, 1954 
Holy Sepulchre No. 8 Harry M. Newberry July 30, 1954 
Holy Sepulchre No. 8 Arthur Whitehead July 18, 1954 
Calvary No. 13 William W. Hunt Dee. 18, 1953 
Haverhill No. 14 Fred Howard Crockett Mar. 15, 1954 
Haverhill No, 14 George FE. Durgin Dec. 28, 1954 
Sutton No. 16 John Howland Holt Nov. 26, 1953 
Sutton No. 16 Walter C. Hutchings Jan. 27, 1954 
Winslow Lewis No. 18 Horace E. Hulett Nov. 11, 1953 
St. Omer No. 21 Charles Washington Pike Jan. 9, 1954 
Berkshire No. 22 Leman H. Lowe Dec. 18, 1953 
Berkshire No. 22 Frank Samuel Whitney May 25, 1954 
Connecticut Valley No. 23 Frank George Roeder Aug. 12, 1954 
Connecticut, Valley No. 23 Lyle E. Oakes Sept. 2, 1954 
Bristol No. 29 Joseph H. Williams June 18, 1954 
Bristol No. 29 Harry Edwin Litchfield Aug. 20, 1954 
Natick No. 33 Stanley E. Clapp Aug. 23, 1953 
Natick No. 33 Charles Augustus Heath Mar. 26, 1954 
Coeur de Lion No. 34 Luther L. Weller July 7, 1954 
Gethsemane No. 35 Albert Edward Rust. June 5, 1954 
Olivet No. 36 Walter Erving Furbush June 18, 1954 
Athol No. 37 James G, Sisson June 3, 1954 
Beauseant No. 41 Thomas Nelson McKenzie — Feb. 28, 1954 
Cambridge No. 42 Harry I. Emmons, Jr. Dec. 8, 1953 
Bethlehem No. 43 Gordon Moore Feb. 12, 1954 
Orange No. 45 Edgar Everett Sampson Dee. 10, 1953 
Sir Galahad George Hopkins Mar. 28, 1954 


DECEASED PAST GRAND COMMANDERS OF OTHER 
GRAND JURISDICTIONS 


State Date of Death 
Arkansas R-.E..Sir Jarvis Quinun Lane April 3, 1954 
Arizona R..E-.Sir James Wesrwoop Fraser Feb. 22, 1954 

R..E..Sir Georck Harrow VoLuer Jan. 18, 1954 
Connecticut R Sir Crayton Wetis Row.ey Nov. 6, 19538 
Florida R ir Harry L. Brown Feb. 28, 1954 
Iowa R ir CHARLES CLARENCE Perry Jan, 21, 1954 
Kansas R ir CLayron LEHMAN Mar. 6, 1954 
Maine R Sir Waurer Pari Dow Feb. 14, 1954 
R..E..Sir Joun L. TewKspury Aug. 30, 1954 
Michigan R Sir Howarp D. Cauxin Dee. 15, 1953 
R..E..Sir Cuartes Aurrep Huan Tuom June _1, 1954 
Mississippi R.. Sir Karu Brrrrain Feb. 19, 1954 
R..E..Sir Josava Rice Wi1aMs Nov. 26, 1953 
Montana R..E..Sir Ratpw Nicnouas Lopes Jan. 25, 1954 
Nebraska R Sir Carroui D. Evans, JR. Sept. 2, 1954 
R Sir Turopore J. KERR Sept. 8, 1954 
New Mexico =R Sir Cuartes A. WHEELON Jan. 21, 1954 
Nevada R Sir Cuartes H. Gorman Dee. 11, 1953 
North Dakota R Sir Examr Larson July 11, 1954 
R ir Witson Lawson Ricuarps Nov. 27, 1953 
R..E -.Sir Henry W. Witson Feb. 10, 1954 
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Oregon R..E..Sir Cuype Marsnatt McKay June 16, 1954 
Pennsylvania R..E..Sir Arnruur S. Ropeniser Sept. 6, 1954 
R..E..Sir Harry A. WatMeR Jan. 25, 1954 

South Dakota R..E..Sir Frank W. Mepserry Jan. 8, 1954 
R..E..Sir Exr M. Morenouss July 8, 1954 

R..E..Sir Arraur B. McKeen Sept. 2, 1954 

‘Tennessee R..E..Sir Winu1amM Frankuin Dickey July 20, 1954 
Texas R..E-.Sir Livincston Garpner Hawkins Oct. 9, 1954 
R..E..Sir Tet Vicror McCoy Mar. 29, 1954 

R.. E-. Sir Omar Ernest Raprorp Sept. 10, 1954 

Vermont R..E..Sir C. Forrest Down Mar. 19, 1954 
Virginia R..E..Sir Epwarp Rowern Futter April 20, 1954 
R..E..Sir Tuomas J. NorrincHam June 6, 1954 
Washington R..E..Sir Epcar LaVeca BoonE May 28, 1954 
R..E..Sir Witu1am Howarp SEARING June 8, 1954 

y R..E..Sir Westry Crarxre Stonp Feb. 18, 1954 
Wyoming R..E..Sir Winuiam Pucu Feb. 26, 1954 
R..E..Sir Jonn Harmon Watson Jan. 15, 1954 


DECEASED GRAND OFFICERS OF OTHER 
GRAND JURISDICTIONS 


Sir Knight Wiuram Henry Cuitton, Em. Grand Captain 


General, New York April 5, 1954 
Sir Knight Roy Arserrus Larrick, Grand Captain General, 

Virginia, Dee. 30, 1953 
Sir Knight Josern V. Wx id Captai: h d 

Nebeeke EBsTER, Grand Captain of the Guard, Jan. 2, 1954 


THE TEMPLAR 


We have tried to keep all informed of what was going on in 
Commandery Circles through the medium of The Templar which 
was published during the year and augmented by a statistical 
sheet by Right Eminent Sir Frank H. Wilson, Chairman of the 
New Membership and Publicity Committee, which gave the 
standings and progress of each Commandery in its efforts to fill 
its Membership Quota. 

I hope that the news items and messages were of interest and 
The Templar will be continued by your New Grand Commander. 

I would suggest that when the Commandery Officers have 
finished reading their copies that they make them available to 
the other Sir Knights of their respective Commanderies. 

I wish, at this time, to express my thanks to Right Eminent Sir 
George A. Weeks and Right Eminent Sir Frank H. Wilson for 
their assistance and cooperation in the publication of The Templar. 


MEMBERSHIP 


For the Seventh straight year, this Grand Jurisdiction can 
report a NET GAIN in Membership. 


In 1948, the Net Gain was 190; 1949 the Net Gain was 173; 
1950 the Net Gain was 465; 1951 the Net Gain was 212; 1952 the 
Net Gain was 316; 1953 the Net Gain was 185 and this year (1953- 
1954) ending June 30, 1954 the Net Gain was 115. 
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Total petitions received during the year (1953-1954) was 800 
or 230 less than in 1952 and 23 more than in 1953. 

We knighted 676, Affiliated 22 and Re-instated 24, and our 
Total Membership today is 14,572. 

A complete detailed Report will be given by our Membership 
Committee later in our meeting today. 


INSPECTION 


Each Commandery held its Annual Inspection in accordance 
with the schedule as assigned. 

At my officers’ meeting, I instructed my Division Commanders 
that no Commandery was required to do the Full Order of the 
Temple on the night of Inspection, and that if any Commandery 
did so, it would be by their request and no credit could be given 
on their mark for the extra work done. 

Two Commanderies; Boston Commandery No. 2, K.T., and 
Bay State Commandery No. 38, K.T., worked the complete 
Order of the Temple. 

The Time Schedule was as follows: 


6:00 P.M. Full Form Opening 
6:30 P.M. Recess for Dinner 
7:45 P.M. Form Lines, Official Count, In- 


spection and Review, Continu- 
ation of the Work — starting with 
the Fifth Libation Triangle For- 
mation, through the. Knighting 
and Banners. 


I want to express my sincere appreciation to each Division 
Commander for his cooperation during the Past Grand Com- 
mandery Year. 

MARKING 


The Division Commanders used the following Group System 
for marking: 


10minus. . . . . 975-1000 
O9plus . . . .) . 980- 975 
9 - . + « . 900- 930 
Qminus. . . . . 875- 900 
8plus . . . . . +840- 875 
8 » . . . . 800- 840 
Sminus. . . . . All below 800 


The Mark was based on candidates, social events, Church 
attendance, public appearances, elimination of outstanding dues, 
and other worthy achievements which are all part of a successful 
Templar Year. 

A Commandery which shows a Net Loss in Membership for the 
Templar Year cannot be considered as satisfactory. 
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CITATIONS 
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 


Grand Commandery realizes that a Commandery should be 
rewarded for Outstanding Activities such as increasing their 
Membership, Social Gatherings, and any other activity that will 
benefit Templary and thus make for a more successful year. 

Citations are given “In recognition and appreciation of out- 
standing achievements’ which stand as a mark of distinction in 
Promotional Activities during our year ending June 30, 1954. 

I take pleasure, at this time, in making the following presen- 
tations to the following Commanderies: 

Boston Commandery No. 2, K.T., Em. Sir James C. Bayley, 

Commander for the highest number of petitions received, 72. 

De Molay Commandery No. 7, K.T., Em. Sir Ralph E. Noble 
for the highest number of knightings, 52. 

Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 20, K.T., Em. Sir Frederick 
Tebbetts, Commander for the highest number of knightings. 
52 with the highest net gain of 42. 

Natick Commandery No. 33, K.T., Em. Sir John M. Tassey, 
Commander for receiving the highest percent of their quota 
256.0% with a Net Gain of 17.8% to membership. 

Connecticut Valley Commandery No. 23, K.T., Em. Sir Alfred 
Dz. Varley, Commander for being 2nd for receiving 244% 
of their quota with a Net Gain of 15.1% to membership. 


HONORABLE MENTION 


Many of our Commanderies deserve Honorable Mention for 
obtaining their Quotas of Petitions as set-up by the Membership 
Committee at the beginning of our Commandery Year. 

Last year there were 17 Commanderies to exceed their Quotas. 
This year there were 20 that either reached or exceeded their 
Quotas. 

_1 want to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to the 
Sir Knights of these 20 Commanderies for their efforts in taking 
up the challenge of fulfilling their obligation to practice Templary 
as exemplified by the teachings of the Great Captain of our 
Salvation. : 

TACTICS 


Ata Special Meeting of your Tactics Committee it was the 
unanimous opinion of the members that changes should be made 
in our Tactics on Pages 104 and 105. These changes are made to 
clarify the two words in tierce and in quarte in cuts or parries and 
to form arch of steel. 

These changes are covered in my Official Order No. 4 issued 
pe date of August 5, 1954 to be effective upon receipt. of my 

rder. 

‘These full changes will be reported later in the Tactics Com- 
mittee’s Report. 
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VISITATIONS 


I have filled 140 engagements during the year including In- 
spections and should any one be interested, the so called “Grand 
Commander’s Log” will be on file in the Grand Recorder’s Office 
but it will not be printed in our Proceedings. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I am greatly indebted to the Most Worshipful Grand Masters, 
Thomas Sherrard Roy and Whitfield Whittemore Johnson, the 
Presiding Heads of the York Rite Bodies, and Scottish Rite 
Bodies and the Shrine for their delightful hospitality and the 
many courtesies shown to me during my term of office. There 
were many invitations, both inside and outside of our Jurisdiction, 
which I had to decline because of conflicting dates. 


LADIES NIGHT 

Through the courtesy of the Past Commanders’ Association 
on their Ladies’ Night, the members of the Past Grand Com- 
manders’ Ladies’ Association, were privileged to enjoy a very fine 
dinner and entertainment as guests of this Grand Commandery. 
The affair took place on April 30 in the Banquet Room of the 
Masonic Temple. 

My thanks to the Past Commanders’ Association for this 
courtesy. 


PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES 


In order to comply with General Order No. 6, issued by the 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment Knights Templar of 
the United States of America, which Ordered: 


1. That the Grand Commander appoint in each Jurisdiction, 
a Grand Commandery Committee on Patriotic Activities. 


2. That, under the direction of the Committee appointed in 


the Grand Commandery, there be a similar Committee in 
each Constituent Commandery. 


I appointed Very Eminent Sir Kenneth H. Earle, Deputy 
Grand Commander, as Chairman of this Committee, and all 
Division Commanders are members of the Committee. Like 
Committees were appointed in each Constituent Commandery. 


CHRISTMAS OFFERING AND GOOD CHEER 


Official Order No. 1, under date of November 1, 1953 requesting 
contributions for the purpose of carrying “Good Cheer and Good 
Will” into the homes of the needy, was sent to each of our Con- 
stituent Commanderies. 
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Forty-eight Commanderies contributed a total this year of 
$8,712.47 which is $385.33 less than 1952, although we had an 
increase of 185 Sir Knights in our membership. 


Many Commanderies did not avail themselves of Official Order 
No. 1, issued on November 1, 1953 — Annual Christmas and Good 
Cheer Offering — which is a direct appeal from the Grand Com- 
mander to all the Sir Knights of our jurisdiction to make a con- 
tribution to this worthy cause. Since the beginning of this Christ- 
mas Activity in 1931, we have collected and expended $135,416.40, 
but our collection for 1953 was still short of our quota of $1.00 
per each Sir Knight. (A Complete summary of the contributions 
will be found in Official Order No. 3, Series 1953-1954). 


ANNUAL EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 


The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America held its 24th Annual Knights Templar Easter 
Sunrise Service in Arlington National Cemetery located directly 
across the Potomac River in Virginia opposite the District of 
Columbia on Easter Sunday Morning. 


The address of the occasion was delivered by the Reverend 
E. Robert Chable, Eminent Grand Prelate of the Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of New York. Music was furnished 
by the United States Marine Band. 


After the service, the Grand Commandery of the District 
of Columbia sponsored a breakfast at the Washington Hotel. 


FINANCES 


Article VIII, Section 5 of the Constitution and Regulations 
of the Grand Commandery K.T. of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island requires: “That a Grand Commander’keep his expenditures 
within the Budget as submitted by the Finance Committee and 
adopted by this Grand Commandery.” 


I have tried, during the past year, with the increased cost of 
Printing, Postage, Telephone and Rent to administer the office 
of Grand Commandery in an economical and efficient’ manner 
and thus keep within’ my Budget as approved by this Grand 
Commandery on October 30, 1953. I am pleased to report that 
this has been accomplished. 


The Auditor’s and Grand Treasurer’s Report shows a balance 
of $1,363.93 left unexpended. As 1955 is the Triennial Year, 
this will call for additional expenditures. 


I therefore recommend that: $250.00 of the unexpended balance 
be transferred to the Triennial Fund. 
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YORK RITE NITES 


There were several York Rite Nites held during the past year. 
I feel that these gatherings are of great benefit to all York Rite 
Bodies and that they should be continued throughout our Grand 
Jurisdiction. ; 

With the above thought in mind, I appointed the following 
Committee: 


Right Eminent Sir Frank H. Wilson 
Right Eminent Sir George A. Weeks 
Eminent Sir Clarence E. Booth 


to meet with similar Committees appointed in the Grand Council, 
and the Grand Chapter, and to formulate plans which would be 
advantageous to all the York Rite Bodies in Massachusetts. 
The Committee has held several meetings, and has formed “The 
York Rite Committee of Massachusetts.” 

I feel that the above Committee can do much for the Chapter, 
Council and Commanderies in our Jurisdiction. This Committee 
will report later in the day. 


“TEMPLAR NIGHT AT THE POPS” 


On June 8, 1954, a “Templar Night at the Pops” was again 
sponsored by the Eastern Presiding Councils Club with Em. 
Sir James C. Bayley, Commander of Boston Commandery No. 2 
K.T. as President and Em. Sir William A. Mann, Past Commander 
of Gethsemane Commandery No. 35 K.T., as General Chairman. 

The “Pops Night” has been the means of raising funds for 
donations to Templar Activities and other worthy causes. 

I consider the “Pops Night”? a worthy undertaking and ac- 
tivities of this type warrant the support of each Sir Knight. 


RECEPTIONS 


On November 8, 1953, I was the guest of Eminent Sir and 
Reverend Luther L. Weller, our Grand Prelate, at a dinner and 
reception given in my honor at his home in Lexington. About 14 
guests, including the ladies, were present and all expressed, to 
Sir Knight Weller, their thanks and appreciation for a very fine 
evening. [ 

At the Stated Conclave of Calvary Commandery No. 13 KE, 
November 17, 1953, we were highly honored and I had as my 
guests Right Eminent Sir Alton S. Johnson, Sr., Grand Commander 
of the Grand Commandery of the State of Maine, and Right 
Eminent Sir John Masterton, Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of the State of Connecticut. We, three presiding 
Grand Commanders, took part in the Ritual of the Fifth Libation 
at the Apex of the Triangle, the candidate being Sir Knight 
Philip S. Webber who was the “star candidate for November. 
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To the best of my knowledge this event was unprecedented in 
the annals of Calvary Commandery No. 13 K.T. An inquiry 
has failed to bring to light a similar happening in any other Com- 
mandery. 


On November 23, 1953, Mrs. Taft and I attended a reception 
in my honor at Johnson’s Hummocks Grill where nearly all the 
Grand Commandery Officers and their Ladies were present. A 
very fine dinner and entertainment were enjoyed and I was pre- 
sented with a very fine two-suiter case. 


HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS 


__ I wish to express my sincere thanks for Honorary Memberships 
in the following bodies: 

St. John’s Commandery No. 1 K.T., Providence, Rhode Island 
Palestine Commandery No. 10 K.T., Chelsea, Massachusetts 
Sutton Commandery No. 16 K.T., New Bedford, Massachusetts 
Jerusalem Commandery No. 19 K.T., Fitchburg, Massachusetts 
Connecticut: Valley Commandery No. 23 K.T., Greenfield, Mass. 
Narragansett Commandery No. 27 K.T., Westerly, Rhode Island 
Bristol Commandery No. 29 K.T., Attleboro, Massachusetts 

St. Andrew Commandery No. 49 K.T., Holyoke, Massachusetts 


THOMAS SMITH WEBB MEDALS 


During 1953-1954, Nineteen Commanderies presented 103 
Thomas Smith Webb Medals to 40 year veterans. It is a distinc- 
tion and an honor to wear a Thomas Smith Webb Medal, which 
medal was adopted by this Grand Commandery in honor of 
Thomas Smith Webb, who together with five other Sir Knights, 
organized this Grand Commandery on May 6, 1805. 


Following is a List of presentations made during the current 
Templar Year 1953-1954: 


Joseph Warren Commandery No. 26...... 3 

Northampton Commandery No. 30....... 6 

Trinity Commandery No. 32............ 4 

Bay State Commandery No. 38.......... 4 
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Cyprus Commandery No. 39............ 4 
Quincy Commandery No. 47..........-. 5 
St. Andrew Commandery No. 49........ 1 
Sir Galahad Commandery No. 52........ 5 


Total 103 


DISPENSATIONS TO RECEIVE PETITIONS AND BALLOT 
ON SAME AT THE SAME CONCLAVE OR 
SPECIAL CONCLAVE 


In accordance with the specific powers granted to the Grand 
Commandery in Article VIII, Section 2 of the Constitution 
of the Grand Commandery to permit Constituent Commanderies 
to receive petitions and ballot therein at the same Conclave after 
such notice as he may deem proper, I granted 34 for Conclaves. 

Dispensation issued during 1953-1954 to receive and ballot 
upon petitions at the same Conclave were: 


No. of 
Petitions 
October 19, 1953 Boston Commandery No. 2 
October 26, 1953 De Molay Commandery No. 7 
October 26, 1953 Springfield Commandery No. 6 
November 9, 1953 Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 20 
November 9, 1953 De Molay Commandery No. 7 
December 22, 1953 De Molay Commandery No. 7 
January 4, 1954 Palestine Commandery No. 10 
January 4, 1954 Ivanhoe Commandery No. 46 
January 11, 1954 Palestine Commandery No. 10 
January 14, 1954 De Molay Commandery No. 7 
January 19, 1954 Boston Commandery No. 2 
January 19, 1954 Calvary Commandery No. 13 
January 26, 1954 Gethsemane Commandery No. 35 
January 26, 1954 De Molay Commandery No. 7 
January 28, 1954 Bethlehem Commandery No. 43 
February 11, 1954 St. John’s Commandery No. 1 
February 23, 1954 Old Colony Commandery No. 15 
February 26, 1954 Ivanhoe Commandery No. 46 
March 4, 1954 Sir Galahad Commandery No. 52 
March 8, 1954 Sir Galahad Commandery No. 52 
March 12, 1954 Palestine Commandery No. 10 
April 5, 1954 Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 20 
April 12, 1954 Jerusalem Commandery No. 19 
April 20, 1954 Calvary Commandery No. 13 
May 10, 1954 Boston Commandery No. 2 
May 10, 1954 Gethsemane Commandery No. 35 
May 17, 1954 De Molay Commandery No 7. 
May 24, 1954 Temple Commandery No. 48 | 
May 24, 1954 Old Colony Commandery No. 15 
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Reading Commandery No. 50 
June 15, 1954 Calvary Commandery No. 13 


1 June 1, 1954 

4 

7 June 18, 1954 De Molay Commandery No. 7 
1 

2 


an 


June 23, 1954 Boston Commandery No. 2 ; 
September 16, 1954 Springfield Commandery No. 6 


DISPENSATIONS GRANTED FOR OTHER PURPOSES 


September 1, 1953 — Bristol Commandery No. 29 to hold a 
Special Election for the office of Senior Warden and such other 
officers as may be necessary. 


September 15, 1953 — De Molay Commandery No. 7 to appear 
in public at the Public Installation of the Roslindale Royal 
Arch Chapter. 


September 29, 1953 — Orange Commandery No. 45 to hold a 
Special Election for the office of Junior Warden. 


October 5, 1953 — Berkshire Commandery No. -22 to hold a 
Special Conclave in the Masonic Temple, Great Barrington 
for the Purpose of conferring the Order of the Temple. 


November 4, 1953 — Springfield Commandery No. 6 to appear 
in public at Roswell Lee Lodge A.F. & A.M. for the Public 
Installation of Officers. 


December 23, 1953 — Milford Commandery No. 11 to hold their 
Stated Conclave in the Masonic Apartments of Mount Hollis 
Lodge, Holliston, Mass., for the purpose of conferring the 
Orders of Knighthood. 


February 4, 1954—St. Omer Commandery No. 21 to hold a 
Special Election for the Office of Recorder, and the Election 
and Installation of a Director of the Masonic Apartments. 


February 4, 1954 — South Shore Commandery No. 31 to hold a 
Special Election and Installation for the Office of Senior Warden. 


April 2, 1954 — Springfield Commandery No. 6 to attend a 
meeting of the Order of De Molay. 


April 14, 1954 — To all Providence Commanderies to participate 
in the Parade preceding the Out-Door Installation of Doric 
Chapter, Order of De Molay. 


June 1, 1954— Thomas Smith Webb Commandery No. 51 to 
appear in public and act as Escort for the various Bodies of 
Masonry during the Cranston Bi-Centennial Parade. 


June 3, 1954 — Calvary Commandery No. 13 to appear in public 
and act as an Escort for the various Bodies of Masonry during 
the Bi-Centennial Parade in Cranston. 
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June 23, 1954 — Bay State Commandery No 88 to hold a Special 
Election for the Office of Recorder. 

July 16, 1954 — Winslow Lewis Commandery No. 18 to hold a 
Special Election for the Offices of Senior and Junior Wardens. 


August 2, 1954— Temple Commandery No. 46 K.T., to hold a 
Special Election for the Offices of Junior and Senior Wardens. 


August 27, 1954 — Orange Commandery No. 45 K.T., to hold a 
Special Election for the Office of Captain General. 


August 27, 1954 — Ivanhoe Commandery No. 46 K.T., to hold 
their Stated Conclave on September 2, 1954 in the new Masonic 
Temple, Temple St., Gardner, Mass. 

September 7, 1954 — St. Johns Commandery No. 1 K.T., to hold 
their Stated Conclave in the Shrine Club, 46 Aborn St., Pro- 
vidence, Rhode Island on Tuesday, September 7, 1954 at 7:30 p.m. 


September 9, 1954 — Sir Galahad Commandery No. 52 K.T., to 
hold a Special Election for the Offices of Junior and Senior 
Wardens at their Stated Conclave on September 20, 1954. 


September 13, 1954— Calvary Commandery No. 13 K.T., to 
hold their Stated Conclave in St. Andrew’s Temple, 18 Turner 
Avenue, Riverside, Rhode Island on Tuesday, September 21, 
1954. 

September 22, 1954 — Quincy Commandery No. 47 K.T., to 
hold a Special Election for the office of Generalissimo at their 
Stated Conclave on September 27, 1954. 


September 22, 1954 — Narragansett, Commandery No. 27 K.T., 
to hold a Special Conclave in the Masonic Temple, Wakefield, 
Rhode Island on Saturday, October 16, 1954 for the purpose of 
conferring the Order of the Temple. 


September 27, 1954 — Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery No. 
25 K.T., to install the. Recorder and such other officers as is 
necessary at their Stated Conclave on October 20, 1954. 


PERMISSION TO INVADE RECEIVED 


November 10, 1953 — Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 20 K.T., 
Melrose, Massachusetts to visit Hugh de Payens Commandery 
No. 19 K.T., Easton, Pennsylvania. 


April 12, 1954— Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 20 K.T., 
Melrose, Massachusetts to visit St. Paul’s Commandery, Dover, 
New Hampshire for the purpose of working the Order of Malta 
in Full Form. 

October 14, 1954 — Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 20 K.T., 
Melrose, Massachusetts to visit Palestine Commandery, Roches- 
ter, New Hampshire for the purpose of putting on the Order of 
Malta in Full Form. 
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PERMISSION TO INVADE GRANTED 


June 18, 1954 — Washington Commandery No. 1 K.T., Hartford, 
Connecticut to parade with Northampton Commandery No. 
30 K.T., Northampton, Massachusetts on the occasion of the 
300th Anniversay of the City of Northampton. 


COURTESIES RECEIVED 


May 13, 1954— St. Johns Commandery No. 3 K.T., Bangor, 
Maine conferred the Orders of Knighthood upon Companion 
Charles Augustine Foley for Bethany Commandery No. 17 K.T., 
Lawrence, Massachusetts. 


June 14, 1954— Colorado Commandery No. 1 K.T., Denver, 
Colorado conferred the Orders of Knighthood upon Companion 
Franklin Wellington Baumgartner for Jerusalem Commandery 
No. 19 K.T., Fitchburg, Mass. 


June 29, 1954 — Lubbock Commandery No. 60 K.T., Lubbock, 
Texas conferred the Orders of Knighthood upon Companion 


George Lucas, Jr., for Boston Commandery No. 2 K.T., Boston, 
Nlass. 


GRAND REPRESENTATIVES NOMINATED 
December 4, 1953 — Wyoming, V..E..Sir Kenneth H. Earle, 
Past Commander of St. Johns Commandery No. 1 K.T., 
Providence, Rhode Island and Deputy Grand Commander as 
their Grand Representative near this Grand Jurisdiction. 


November 4, 1953 — West Virginia, R..E..Sir Harrie M. Taft, 
Past Commander of Calvary Commandery No. 13 K.T., 
Providence, Rhode Island, and Grand Commander of the 
Grand Commandery K.T., of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
as their Grand Representative near this Grand Jurisdiction. 


January 14, 1954 — Nevada, Em. Sir Alexander Campbell, Past. 
Commander of St. Omer Commandery No. 21 K.T., Dorchester, 
Massachusetts as their Grand Representative near this Grand 
Jurisdiction. 


August 30, 1954 — Minnesota, Em. Sir Thomas A. Booth, Past 
Commander of Sutton Commandery No. 16 K.T., New Bed- 
ford, Massachusetts and Grand Captain General of this Grand 
Commandery K.T. of Massachusetts and Rhode Island as their 
Grand Representative near this Grand Jurisdiction. 


GRAND REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED 


June 10, 1954 — New Hampshire, Sir Kt., Ray E. Follansbee 
as the Grand Representative of the Grand Commandery K.T. 
e Massachusetts and Rhode Island near that Grand Juris- 
diction. 


60 


RELEASE OF JURISDICTION RECEIVED 


November 6, 1953 — Washington Commandery No. 1 K.T., Hart- 
ford, Connecticut granted a Release of Jurisdiction over Com- 
panion George Eaton Sargent to Springfield Commandery No. 
6 K.T., Springfield, Massachusetts. 


November 29, 1953 — Delta Commandery No. 26, Newark, N. J., 
granted a Release of Jurisdiction over Roland Sibley Amos to 
Jerusalem Commandery No. 19 K.T., Fitchburg, Massachusetts. 


June 7, 1954 — St. George Commandery, Nashua, New Hamp- 
shire granted a Release of Jurisdiction over Kingdon H. Hamil- 
ton to Haverhill Commandery No. 14 K.T., Haverhill, Mass. 


RELEASE OF JURISDICTION GRANTED 


April 7, 1954 — Springfield Commandery No. 6 K.T., Springfield, 
Massachusetts granted a Release of Jurisdiction over Com- 
panion Clifford David McQuade to receive the Orders of 
Knighthood in Beauseant Commandery No. 7 K.T., of Brattle- 
boro, Vermont. 


CONCLUSION 


The years that I have spent, while pissing through the Line 
of the Grand Commandery, have been very greatly enjoyed. 
They have afforded me the finest type of real comradeship, and I 
am under a lasting gratitude to the Knights of this Grand Juris- 
diction for their confidence in electing me from year to year and 
finally honoring me with the Office of Grand Commander. 

With the utmost confidence in him who will soon take over the 
command of this Grand Commandery, and the other line officers, 
who have given me their loyal support, and I know will give the 
same devotion to duty under his leadership, they will be able to 
arouse and incite the officers and members of the Constituent 
Commanderies in this Grand Jurisdiction to press forward with 
a renewed zeal to overcome and surmount all failures. And I 
have the utmost confidence that Charity and Hospitality will 
continue to be the grand characteristics of this Order of Christian 
Knighthood and will be pressing onward and upward to conquer 
in the sign of the Cross of Christ. 

I would like to express, in my humble way, my thanks and 
appreciation for the wonderful help and cooperation shown to me 
by the staff of the Grand Commandery Office: Right Eminent Sir 
George :A. Weeks, Grand Recorder, Right Eminent Sir A. Kenneth 
Martin, Grand Treasurer, and Miss Dorothy M. Fowler, Secre- 
tary. This staff has always been ready with helpful suggestions 
and advice that helped to make the rough places smoother. 

The time and effort in this work is more than compensated 
for in the wonderful friendships that have come to me and which, 
please the Lord, shall remain with me as long as I live. 
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“Somewhere grows, I know just where 

A plant — FRIENDSHIP — sweet and rare: 
And it bears good deeds the whole year through, 
For it blooms in the hearts of each of you.” 


Courteously submitted, 


HARRIE M. TAFT 


: Grand Commander 
October 30, 1954. 


R-.E-.Sir Grorcr A. Weexs: R-.E..Sir, may I at this time 
address a motion to the Deputy Grand Commander? 


Deputy Grand Commander, I move you, Sir, that the report of 
the R..E..Grand Commander be accepted, the recommenda- 
tions adopted, and spread on the records. 


R-.E..Sir A. Kennera Marrin: Second. 


V-.E..Sm Kennera H. Earir: The motion is made and sec- 
onded that the report be accepted, spread on the records, and the 
recommendations adopted. All in favor signify by extending the 
sword arm. Opposed, the bridle arm. It is a unanimous vote. 


Tur Granp Commanprer: Now, M..W..Grand Master, we 
would be pleased to have you address us. Sir Knights, attention! 
Now, I am sure that the Grand Master will allow you to be seated. 


M..W..Wurrrietp W. Jounson: R..E..Grand Commander, 
R..Ee. Grand Junior Warden of the Grand Encampment, and Sir 
Knights. It is with a great deal of personal pleasure and apprecia- 
tion that I have been received into this Grand Commandery today 
by my very good friend, our R..E..Grand Commander. After 
all, this is my own Grand Commandery which I served in a very 
humble capacity as a member of the Jurisprudence Committee. 


Therefore, I feel highly privileged and honored to be received here 
as Grand Master. 


I suspect that when it was announced that one of the R..E-. 
Brethren was detained at the police station and all the lawyers 
rushed out, that I perhaps should have rushed out but I hope that 


those lawyers who did rush out will see that the Brother is duly 
taken care of. 


I also noticed with a good deal of satisfaction — and this is in 
no way a political address for him whom you might be asked to be 
given an opportunity to vote for —I noticed that he was very 
alert tosee that our Grand Commander’s recommendation for the 
$250 was included in that vote and I think that speaks very well 
for the foresight and care with which the Grand Commandery will 
be ees if he happens to be elected as our Grand Com- 
mander. 
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I feel very keenly the responsibilities of the members of our 
Commanderies, the Christian Order of Knighthood in our Craft, 
because it is rather unusual now in our Masonic system to have 
particular Orders which are restricted to any one particular religious 
concept. In most of our Masonic Bodies we think of Him whom we 
refer to as the Blessed Emmanuel as being a Great Teacher, a 
Great Exemplar of a method of living with our Brethren and our 
fellowmen; and we are all, I believe, under great obligations as 
Masons to follow the precepts of the Great Teacher in our relation- 
ships with our fellows and our Brethren. If Masons in general who 
only look upon Him as a Teacher, as an Exemplar of a way of liv- 
ing, if there is an obligation upon them so much more is there an 
obligation upon us who think of Him in other terms. Therefore, 
if I were to ask you to do one thing to help us in the Craft, both in 
Massachusetts and in Rhode Island, it would be to make your 
influence as Christian Knights felt in your Blue Lodges; and to 
show to those who do not profess the same beliefs that we do — 
and there are many — that the teachings of the Blessed Emmanuel 
as an Exemplar of a way of life can some way be translated into 
our own individual lives in such a way that those teachings can 
become an important and a very vigorous force in our Blue Lodges 
in our Craft Masonry. 


Until we are prepared, as I see it, to fully do this job we are not 
living up to the teachings of the Commandery to which we belong; 
we are not living up to the teachings of the Church to which we 
adhere; we are not living up to the overall teachings of our Craft. 
I am very sure that Masonry does have a great impact in the life 
of our communities but we must always be on the alert to see that 
the impact is an impact for the things in which we believe; an im- 
pact which carries the message of Masonry to the uninitiated in 
the way we believe the message of Masonry should be carried to 
the uninitiated. 


For the privilege of being with you and sharing this delightful 
occasion and for the courtesies you have shown to the office of 
Grand Master, I thank you very much. 


Tur Granp Commanper: Thank you, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, we appreciate those kind words. 


During the Conclave, the Grand Commander, Sir Knight Harrie 
M. Taft, called upon: 


Most Illustrious, Eugene B. Hamilton, Grand Master of the 
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Massachusetts 


Most Illustrious, Alfred E. Grant, Grand Master of the Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Rhode Island 


Most Excellent, Alexander Campbell, Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Massachusetts 
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Most Excellent, Leland Ramsdell, Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Rhode Island 


Tusa ela F. Zedren, Potentate of Aleppo Temple 


who brought greetings of their respective bodies. 


Report or THE GRAND RECORDER 


Boston, Massachusetts 
October 30, 1954 


To the Officers and Members of this Grand Commandery K.T. 
Sir Knights: 


Membership, June 30, 1953.............0-000000 05 14,457 
Gains: 
Admitted. ...0..00.0.00.0..0..0. 676 
ATSC scores 214 tains sand € den o Baten 3 RE 22 
Reinstated 24 
MOTB 2 see gene ope @ Set dealt x Gated BREE AS 0 
722 
Losses: ‘ 
DITHHPEA os a cn + wage px wee a sme ee pans 109 
DURDEN EN occ iin a w-shaus- + odie does $ w anamere donee 78 
TDA seth eases tase casasn a: secu ik we jottin 4 vitae B 408 
HUTT 5 sass seams ompene-anartin perme a ain aes 12 
INGE Gain, 5: «code tae ¢a dee pis"; anne e-adeeauweeeds soe 115 


Membership as of June 00; 1954e 5 63 uaz: ¢ageee eRe 


Courteously submitted, 


Grorar A. Wunks 
Grand Recorder 


Tur GRanp Commanper: Sir Kni Ef 
: MMANDER: § ghts, you have heard the Re- 
port of the Grand Recorder. What is your pleasure? 


V..E..Sir Kennera H. Earner: Move it be accepted. 
B..Sm Tuomas A. Boorn: Second the motion. 


Tue Granp ComManper: Moved and seconded that the Report 
of the Grand Recorder be accepted and recorded in the proceedings. 


All in favor signify by extending the sword arm; opposed, the 
bridle arm. It is a unanimous vote. 


64 


Granp RecorpEr’s Cash SUMMARY 
GENERAL Funp 
Fiscat Year Enpep Aveust 31, 1954 


Arrears Collected... 0.0.2... cscs eect ete ee nee e ee scenes ee nne $ 355.18 


Per Capita Dues 12,092.39 
Candidates’ Fees. . 3,275.00 
Thomas Smith Webb } 357.50 
Diplomas and Engrossing. . wae 738.05 
TDACUIGS eo ecncesaie acngenee 0% a0 3 42.00 
Official Order No. 1.. m 145.10 
G, E. Constitutions......... . 35.00 
Master of Ceremonies Books. 650 
Printing and Postage........ 4 
Lost Rittaals'... reir os sere ge sue 40.00 
Educational Foundation Loan... < 5,000.00 
Interest — Savings Bank....... cate 16.25 
Telephone............. 22.66 
Funeral Ritual. . 25 
Conclaves.. . . 2,898.25 
Laundry... 5 4.50 
Office Supplies. ....... ‘ 2.00 
Grand Warder's Jewell..s 6 s60s.00' 06 00 oe os eWisleigas eee aan ewe 30.25 

Total Receipts for Fiscal Year. ..........6.0 00s eee e eee $25,061.42 

Paid-to Grand Treas attr ...3 <i ios 0 sive ates ansiere aeeisveseoseipes $25,061.42 


Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was Voted to accept 
this Report and same to be printed in the Proceedings. 


Granp TREASURER’S CasH SUMMARY 
GENERAL Funp 
FiscaL YEAR EnpvEp Aveust 31, 1954 


September 1, 1953 Balance on Hand................00-00 00s $15,384.09 
Received from Grand Recorder during fiscal Wears pcvgseue 4 25,061.42 
Totals sas ig wae cea ne memnow dy da gin erMeeaE S $40,445.51 


Expenditures During Fiscal Year 


Ber Capita Tax. ...4 0. .s.19 8 Hoses am mee ATS $ 2,240.84 
Conclaves.........- ’ 2,861.63 
Printing and Postage. . ie 1,426.16 
Telephone..........- is * 205.48 
Office Supplies . a 134.48 
Audit 150.00 
Thomas Smith Webb Medals. 281.47 
Grand Commander’s Fund. . 500.00 


Rent and Light....... i) 1,287.50 
Inspection — Printii 433.22 


Inspection — Expense 360.70 
Proceedings....... 1,150.00 
Triennial Appropria‘ 250.00 
Group Meetings. .... 131.37 
Lost Rituals........ : 40.00 
Bonding and Insurane: 245.46 
Educational Foundation Loan................+ 5,000.00 


Social Security Taxes $125.03 
Unemployment Taxes fe 64.92 
Withholding Taxes. ............ 0.00. cece ee eee ee 297.40 
Salaries: 
Grand Recorder. “ - $1,797.50 
Grand Treasure: ‘4 500.00 
SGOKCUAIVE Sars synig'nia sta shesersintavexerssovennssore 1,513.00 
$3,810.50 
Less —§.S. and W.H. Taxes........ 344.50 $3,466.00 
Miscellaneous............. - 83.23 
Official Order No. 1. " si 85.43 
Launary es. ceseies sai. oe ¢ 10.50 
Safe Deposit Box Rent. 10.80 
Cooler and Service. 48.60 
Tactics...... 16.70 
1954 Conclaves......... 2,500.00 
Shoulder Straps and Rosette 47.85 
Cleaning Prelate’s Robe. . 10.00 
Venetian Blinds 46.70 
Framing Picture and Citations 21.50 


Howes. sueisioisieinsy via sev av sine sli 31.90 
56.80 


August 31, 1954 Balance on Hand.............000ceeeeeeeuee $16,842.84 
Represented by: 
First National Bank — Checking Account....... $16,342.84 
South Weymouth Savings Bank Account, Book 
INO; WObA i ssinrssasverssnireg er ah. Sa sis, duerssnie Vb 98. BF 500.00 
Total 


Comparative Incomn aNnp Expense STATEMENT 
Fiscau Year Enprep Avucust 31, 1954 


31.00 23,602.67 


et eee ee eee ee $16,842.84 


INCOME: Actual Budget Balance 
$12,459.18 $12,360.74 $98.44 
3/380.00 3,750.00 370.00 
212.67 150.00 62.67 
Total Income.................. $16,051.85 $16,260.74 $208.89 
EXPENSE: 
Dues — Grand Encampment........., $ 2,240.84 $ 2,242.00 $ 
Conclaves — 1954..........., 3 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Proceedings. ...... : 1,000.00 1,000.00 


Printing and Postage. 


( 706.07 1,100.00 
Rent and Light.... 


1,362.50 2125.00 


Inspections. .. 793.92 800.00 
Group Meeting: 131.37 200.00 
Bond and Insura 245.46 300.00 


Salary — Grand Recorder *1,797.50 1,794.00 


Salary — Grand Treasurer...........- $500.00 $500.00 $..... 
Salary — Secretary........ *1,513.00 1,508.00 5.00 
Grand Commander’s Fund. qi 500.00 SO0I00. 4) ove 
Triennial 1955.4. 6 63 scien os 4 250.00 250.00 ..... 
Audit » ' i 150,00 150.00 
Office Supplies 115.52 135.00 


182.82 200.00 17.18 
31.00 50.00 19.00 
333.13 500.00 166.87 


Telephone................. 
Past Grand Commander’s Jewel 
Miscellaneous and Contingent,.. 
Social Security Taxes and 


Unemployment Taxes..............5 128.05 200.00 71.95 
Total Expense. .............005 $14,481.18 $16,054.00 $1,572.82 

Direct Appropriation — Proceedings. ..... 150.00 150.00... 
$14,631.18 $16,204.00 $1,572.82 

DVGCUINGOMIB ssriesica doe inscnssuseany aes -sia aoasacanaronn $ 1,420.67 $ 56.74 $1,363.93 


*Withholding Tax Adjustment. 


TRIENNIAL ConcLave Reserve ACCOUNT 
Fiscan Year Enpep Avaust 31, 1954 


Balance — September 1, 1953 (as per last report)............. $ 2,512.22 
Add — Appropriation for 1955 Triennial. . . ..  $ 250.00 
Interest on Savings Account........... 77.64 327.64 
Balance — August'S1) 1954... ig scescn ce na 00 Wo view seen es $ 2,839.86 
Represented by: 
Deposit in South Boston Savings Bank — Book No. 189482.... $ 2,839.86 


Epucationat Founpation Reserve ACCOUNT 
Fiscan Year Enpep Avueust 31, 1954 


Deposit — Boston Penny Savings Bank Book No. 205959...... $ 5,814.00 

U.5. Government Bond — Series G, Due April 1, 1955 No. 6604 
Registered) seis. axcseraue ive sgetennd ave cod ils Wes anscwranyieantciorene BHOivaNn 565, 9e 5,000.00 

Total Educational Foundation Reserve.............00.000005 $10,814.00 


(As per last report) 


Carnié E. Serrz Funp 


Balance — September 1, 1953 — Principal........ $ 4,536.13 
Interesticn se snss aus 191.57 
MGA GRA: « sures ke a go caRiRMORNRD Gs Gs Beas 5 $ 4,727.70 


Deduct — Interest Withdrawal for Grant. ..............0.4 200.00 
$4,527.70 


_ Add — Interest on Savings Account. .......-..-..---++5+5+ 151.38 
Balance — August 31, 1954 — Principal.......... $ 4,536.13 
Interest. coe «svar 142.95 

Metal Of FUNG ccois. cis. axe sys ere ons cae: cro nie eon deaysaegaicid ald SG ZOOS $ 4,679.08 


Represented by: 
Deposit in South Weymouth Savings Bank — Book No. 22847. $ 4,679.08 


GENERAL FunpD 
Batance Suuer as at Aucust 31, 1954 
ASSETS 
Cash — General Account: 


First National Bank of Boston... . $16,342.84 
South Weymouth Savings Bank — Book 
BNO Osh sndscads constr saps boner dan aesbho tbi-e 500.00 $16,842.84 
Special Account: 
Weymouth Savings Bank — Book No. 44989........ 1,275.82 
Obi CARD acest sep are: sin. gfe 2 wie 16 nie afcarare scanners key omnes _ 25.00 
Accounts Receivable — Commanderies. . . 471.79 
Furniture and Fixtures............... : 861.61 
Past Grand Commander’s Jewels... 2... ..-2 2020s eet n eee 100.00 
Inventories — Diplomas. ............-...- 158.50 
Thomas Smith Webb Medals. asses 47.05 
Office Supplies. ...........2200.5005 369.56 575.11 
Total Assets! = Sscunsicsssckacews wis Wu Hb HReRRS Is He erarscsnerane $20,152.17 
5 “LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 
Withholding: Tax. ws cisco sissies a9 shins oe ae RE $ 35.70 
Social Security and Unemployment Taxes. a 41.90 
Accrued Expense...............2.005 . 375.00 
St. George Commandery Reserve..........-+--+: 1,275.82 
4 Vota Ram b il testy roa, sncee-saveserceemace 5 ah ateuwone ere $ 1,728.42 
Net Worth — September 1, 1953....... $17,003.08 
Add — Excess of Income (Exhibit 1,420.67 
Net Worth — Avgust:31, 1954, 2.0... 6: civevanae cece cones one 18,423.75 
Total Liabilities and Net Worth. ................-4- $20,152.17 
Conclave Account — Wildey Savings Bank Book 
INOW NOISE tie, ide ae Mil oeh asevecaiownies eal amelie GR $ 2,442.05 


Boston, Mass., Oct. 30, 1954 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Officers and Sir Knights: 


Sir Knights: 
The Funds of St. George Commandery No. 44, Beverly, Massa- 


chusetits are located in the Weymouth Savings Bank, Weymouth, 
Massachusetts, Book No. 44989 on Interest. 
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Receipts on hand October 31, 1953..............+55 $1,238.41 
Tbe rest. oe ses a sse.G ortgniieus sanene ade © HORE Mpuoreene NaS 87.41 


Balance on Hand October 30, 1954............--. $1,275.82 
Courteously yours, 


A, KENNETH MARTIN, 
Grand Treasurer 


September 10, 1954 


GENERAL FunD 
Avupiror’s REPORT AND CERTIFICATE 
For Tur Fiscan YEAR Enpep Aucusr 31, 1954 


I have examined the books and records of the Grand Recorder 
and Grand Treasurer of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island for the fiscal year ended August 31, 1954, and present the 
various summaries of cash transactions, the comparative income 
and expense statement for the fiscal year, and the general fund 
balance sheet as at August 31, 1954. 


Exhibit A — Grand Recorder’s Cash Summary 

Exhibit B — Grand Treasurer’s Cash Summary a 
Exhibit C — Comparative Income and Expense Statement 
Exhibit D — Triennial Conclave Reserve 

Exhibit E — Educational Foundation Reserve 

Exhibit F — Carrie E. Seitz Fund 

Exhibit G — General Fund Balance Sheet as at August 31, 1954 


In Exhibit “C,” the figures of the approved budget plus the 
direct appropriation for the added cost of the proceedings have 
been presented in comparative form with the actual items of in- 
come and expense. 


The actual income for the year was $208.89 less than the 
budgeted income, while the actual expense was $1,572.82 less than 
the budgeted expense plus the direct appropriation. For the year, 
the actual income exceeded the actual expense by $1,420.67. The 
net worth at the start of the fiscal year has been increased by this 
amount. 


In the course of the examination, cancelled checks and approved 
vouchers for disbursements were presented and examined. Cash 
balances were reconciled with the bank statements and confirmed 
by the various depositaries, amounts due on various Commandery 
returns were compared with amounts received and receipts were 
checked to the Grand Treasurer’s bank account. The statistics 
on the returns were checked to the Grand Recorder’s summary. 
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The petty cash fund was verified by count. The unpaid ac- 
counts receivable are shown in the balance sheet. 


The savings bank books and other contents of the safe deposit 
box were checked in the presence of George A. Weeks, Grand Re- 
corder, and A. Kenneth Martin, Grand Treasurer. 


The amount appropriated by Grand Commandery for the con- 
claves of the current year was transferred from the General Fund 
to a savings bank account, No. 191833, at the Wildey Savings 
Bank. The balance of this item at the balance sheet date is 
shown as a footnote on Exhibit G. 


Various inventories and liabilities for accrued taxes have been 
adjusted as of August 31, 1954. 


I hereby certify that the appended exhibits, in my opinion, 
fairly present the financial transactions of the Grand Recorder 
and the Grand Treasurer, relating to the General Fund for the 


fiscal year ended August 31, 1954 and the state of the fund as at 
that date. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HURLBUT L. PLUMMER 
Certified Public Accountant 


Upon Motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 
the Reports of the Grand Treasurer and Auditor and these re- 
ports be printed in the Proceedings. 


Tue Granp Commanper: We will now have the Report of the 
Trustees of the Grand Fund. 


Report or tum Trustees or run Granp Funp 
Fiscan Year Enpep Avcusr 31, 1954 


To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery: 
Sir Knights: 

The Trustees of the Grand Fund present herewith the report 
for the fiseal year ended August 31, 1954 in the appended exhibits: 


Exhibit A—Income and Expense Statement for the fiscal 
year ended August 31, 1954. 


Exhibit B—Balance Sheet as of August 31, 1954. 


Exhibit C—Schedule of Bonds, Stocks and Savings Bank 
Deposits as of August 31, 1954. 
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The accounts have been audited and the securities examined 
by Em. Sir Hurlbut L. Plummer, Certified Public Accountant. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Trustees of the Grand Fund 
ARCHIBALD T. MEIKLE, Chairman 
JOHN E. RINES 
HAROLD S. CROCKER 
GRAND FUND 


INCOME AND ExpEnsn STATEMENT 
For tus Fiscan Year Enprp Aveust 31, 1954 


EXHIBIT “A” 


INCOME: 
Interest on Bonds — As per Exhibit ‘‘C”....... $ 861.50 
Dividends — Other Securities — Exhibit “C”.... 2,225.30 
Interest on Savings Bank Deposits — Exhibit “C’’. 310.75 
Total Income for Years isi os. isu o2 on as aovawmednagins $ 3,397.55 
EXPENSE: , 
Rental of Safe Deposit Box.................08 $ = 138.20 
Ardlity Regis... sauce ae IRIE th AUD Gide ip aig 40.00 
Total DxpenserfOr Years « awoos oa va oe exaenauwasunlvale 53.20 
Wetuingdimie fot Neat ..6 wise macs ci sige seer MEN ans $ 3,344.35 
GRAND FUND 
BaLance SHEer 
As av Auausr 31, 1954 
EXHIBIT “B” 
PRINCIPAL ACCOUNT 
ASSETS 
Deposits in Mass. Savings Banks (Exhibit C”).... $14,670.15 
Bonds at Book Value (Exhibit “C’”)........ 26,100.00 
Bank and Other Securities (Exhibit ‘“C’’) 40,434.34 
MDNOGEL, ARSE Bhs: concoisec. ua osaieacessitan ans er .oiripseroaa einseeivetin dies IE $81,204.49 
——— 
September 1, 1953 — Balance of Principal Account............... $73,589.15 
Add — Gain on Nat. City Bank, N. Y. Sold... .. .. 2,866.61 
Gain on New York Trust Co. Sold... 1,404.38 
Grand Fund Income 1953-1954. .........6.0. 00 eee 3,344.35 
August 31, 1954 — Balance of Principal Account..........---+ $81,204.49 
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GRAND FUND 


ScHEDULE or Bonps, Stocks anp Savines Deposits 
As av Aueust 31, 1954 


EXHIBIT “C” 

Book Income 
Par Bonds Value for Year 

$7,000 Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Ry. 4% 
LOMO Bake sie vizicin cpa sup'are S43 508 G08 a3 waaiene $ 7,000.00 $ 280.00 

4,000 Boston & Maine R.R. Income “A” 414% 
LOO risen sasceresivel peseciyre ons ie eh Shei. aries le 4,000.00 180.00 
1,600 Boston & Maine R.R. Ist Mtg. 4% 1960... 1,600.00 64.00 
7,500 U.S. Savings Bonds, Ser. “G” 214% Aug. 60 7,500.00 187.50 

6,000 U. Savings Bonds, Ser. “G? 214% 
SS FBT 565 2 oe sng seas nce one evracoggiovermsanene 8 6,000.00 150.00 
$26,100.00 $ 861.50 

Shares Stocks 

100 $ 3,500.00 $ 200.00 
110 3,500.00 215.00 
3,878.94 255.20 
2,875.09 175.00 
3,000.00 90.00 
Speen 62.50 
eg eagtss 60.50 
2,005.73 100.00 
2,144.59 147.00 
1,808.83 140.00 
1,084.86 62.50 
1,843.30 113.00 
5,868.00 284.60 
4,550.00 165.00 


4,375.00 155.00 
‘ $40,434.34 $ 2,225.30 


Savings Banks 


Salem Savings Bank Book No. 62890..... $ 1,000.00 $ 30.00 
Home Savings Bank Book No. G405308.. . 1,045.98 30.04 
Wildey Savings Bank Book No. 189493.... —........ 16.09 
Wildey Savings Bank Book No. 190689.... 12,624.17 234.62 


$14,670.15 $ 310.75 


ARCHIBALD T. MEIKLE, Chairman, 
JOHN EB. RINES, 
HAROLD S. CROCKER, 
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(The report of the Trustees of the Grand Fund was read by 
R.. E.. Sir Harold 8. Crocker.) 


Tuer GRAND CoMMANDER: Sir Knights, you have heard the read- 


ing of the report of the Trustees of the Grand Fund. What is your 
pleasure? 


R..E..Sm A. Kennera Martin: Move it be accepted. 
V..E..Sm Kennetia H. Barun: Second. 


Ture GRAND ComMANDER: Moved and seconded that the report 
of the Trustees of the Grand Fund be accepted. All in favor signify 


by extending the sword arm. Opposed, the bridle arm. It is a vote 
and so ordered. 


R..E..Sm Hanrorp 8. Crocker: One of the Trustees says that 


I should tell you that the gain in the Fund this year is a little better 
than $8000. 


Ture Granp ComMaNnpeEr: The report of the Auditor. 


R..E..Smr Grorce A. Werks: Is E..Sir Plummer here? He 
said that he expected to be here at this time; if not, I will read the 
report, R..E.. Sir. 


(The report of the Auditor was read by R..E..Sir George A. 
Weeks.) 


GRAND FUND 


AUDITOR’S REPORT AND CERTIFICATE 
For tue Fiscan Year Enprp Aveusr 31, 1953 


I have examined the books and records of the Grand Fund of 
the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island for the fiscal year 


ended August 31, 1954. This data is summarized in the following 
exhibits: 


Exhibit A—Income and Expense Statement for the year 
ended August 31, 1954. 


Exhibit B—Balance Sheet as at August 31, 1954. 


Exhibit C—Schedule of Bonds, Stocks and Savings Bank 
Deposits as at August 31, 1954. 


The various securities and savings bank books were seen and 
examined at the safe deposit vault of the National Shawmut 
Bank in the presence of John E. Rines, Trustee, and A. Kenneth 
Martin, Grand Treasurer, and were found to be in accordance 
with the schedule shown in Exhibit C. Confirmations from the 
various depositaries have been received. 
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The Principal account has been adjusted to reflect the addition 
of the net income from the Grand Fund which was received during 
the year and also the profit on securities sold during the year. The 
net income was $3,344.35, an increase of $124.92 over the previous 
year. Detailed items of income are also shown in Exhibit “‘C. 


I certify that the appended exhibits, in my opinion, fairly 
present the transactions of the Trustees during the year ended 
August 31, 1954, and the state of the Fund as at that date. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HURLBUT L. PLUMMER, 
Certified Public Accountant 


R-.E..Sir Joun E. Rinus: R..E-.Grand Commander, I 
move that the several reports which have been read and which 
have been certified as being correct by the Auditor if not done so 
pee be accepted and spread upon the records. (Motion sec- 
onded. 


Tux Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the mo- 
tion of R..E..Sir Rines. All in favor indicate by extending the 
is arm. Those opposed, the bridle arm. It is a vote and so 
ordered. 


We will now have the report of the Committee on Finance. . 
(The report of the Finance Committee was read by R.. E.. Sir 
George A. Weeks.) 


October 31, 1954 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Estimatep Bupcrr ror 1954-1955 
To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery: 
Sir Knights: 


We submit the following Budget for this Grand Commandery 
K.T. of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.: 


Grand Encampment Dues.............0..00-000005 $ 2,259.00 
Conclaves 1955.......... . 2,500.00 
Proceedings 1954... 1,200.00 
Printing and Postage 3 1,000.00 
Rett, sow sromencuns 1'700.00** 
Inspections. . 800.00 
Group Mectings. . 200.00 
Bond & Insurance....... 300.00 
Salary — Grand Recorder... 1,898.00 
Salary — Grand Treasurer. . 500.00 


Salary — Clerk............ 1,612.00 
Grand Commander’s Jewel 50.00 
Grand Commander’s Fund. . . 500.00 
Triennial Conclave 1955.......... Bets gud sgn SR 500.00 
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150.00 


135.00 

200.00 

400.00 

225.00 

SOBA: 5 aye ees doa deco he. essesieay in Msmaniaioee ake. ten OR $16,129.00 

**Anticipated rent increase of $350.00. 

ANTICIPATED INCOME 

Per Capita Dues 14,572@854c......0000..00.00.02.... $12,459.06 

Candidate Fees 725@$5.00......0..0...........22... 3,625.00 

316,084.06 

Miscellaneous Income... ..............0000.00 00 eee 150.00 

$16,234.06 


Respectfully submitted, 
LEON L. ALLEN, Chairman 
ARTHUR R. DORWARD 
HOWARD A. GRAY 


Tur Granp ComMMANDER: Sir Knights, you have heard the read- 
ing of the report of the Committee on Finances. 


R..E..Sir Roperr Garpiner Winson, Jr.: R..E..Grand 
Commander, unless I am mistaken I heard a reading of the usual 
entry of $1,200 for the printing of proceedings and what I have to 
say on that subject may seem unimportant to some of the Sir 
Knights present but perhaps I have a lawyer’s obsession against 
inaccurate records, or records which have been tampered with, and 
if we are spending $1,200 for the printing of proceedings, if those 
proceedings are to faithfully record for posterity, and as a matter of 
record, the true proceedings of the mid-year and Annual Con- 
claves I am in favor of spending the money; but I am not in favor 
of spending the money for the $1,200 item for proceedings which 
would be either a biography of an out-going Commander or a 
tampered and untrue record of the year it purports to represent. I 
say that advisedly because I have been sitting for two hours behind 
a banner which bears the motto, “Magna est veritas, et praeva- 
lebit,” and as a lawyer and member of Grand Commandery I say 
our records should not only be accurate but truly reflect the oc- 
currences. 


Now, I have before me the proceedings of 1953 and they include 
the mid-year Conclave at Springfield — the 147th Semi-Annual 
Conclave at Springfield on the 16th day of May, 1953 —and if 
there are those present who were numbered among the 97 Sir 
Knights at that meeting who have read page 27 of the proceedings 
of 1953 they know that that is not a correct report of what occurred 
at that meeting and I read: 


Following the Report of the Sesqui-centennial Committee, Eminent 
Sir James R. Hooper, Grand Warder, made the following motion: 
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“T move that the Report of the Committee be accepted and the recom- 
mendations adopted, and the same Committee be empowered to proceed 
as outlined in the report, and that said Committee shall function up to 
and including the Sesqui-centennial Celebration.” 


This motion was duly seconded by Em. Sir Thomas A. Booth, Grand 
Senior Warden, then the following Amendment was presented by Sir 
Knight Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr., R-.E -.Past Grand Commander. 


Moved to amend as follows: The present Grand Generalissimo of the 
Grand Commandery shall be Chairman of the Sesqui-centennial Com- 
mittee, and in charge of completion of all plans and arrangements for a 
proper celebration of the 150th Anniversary Celebration, with the aid 
and assistance of a Committee to be composed of the members of the Com- 
mittee to consider Ways and Means authorized by vote on October 25, 
1952, with such changes and additions in such Committee, or any other 
Sesqui-centennial Committee, as the Chairman shall consider. advisable. 


This Amendment was duly seconded by Sir Knight Harold A. Budreau. 


So far that is an accurate record of what occurred and then 
follows this tampered with, false, dishonest paragraph. 

Then followed a lengthy discussion on this Amendment with Sir Kt. 

John E, Rines, R..1E,Past Grand Commander, opposing the Amend- 

ment as unconstitutional. After further discussion, the Amendment was 


carried with two dissenting votes. (See Official Order No. 4, Series 1952- 
1958 dated July 22, 1953.) 


Now, Sir, you were present — as I remember it — and so were 
96 others. I say for the record, with a stenographer here today, 
that this is what occurred. 


Following the report of the Committee an amendment was pre- 
sented by the present speaker —and that amendment was dis- 
cussed and there was not raised the question of constitutionality at 
that time — and the amendment was put and there were two votes 
against it and I requested that that fact be carried in the record. 
Quite properly, then, action came on the original motion as 
amended and the vote was unanimous and I requested, as a Past 
Grand Commander of this jurisdiction, that the Recorder record 
that fact in the records and it does not so appear. 


This might seem much ado about nothing, especially inasmuch 
as through the failure to pass a constitutional motion on that day 
the committee itself died on May 16, 1953, even without the Grand 
Generalissimo, and shortly thereafter there was appointed a new 
committee by you which included the gentleman who will be the 
Grand Commander during the 150th year. So it was much ado 
about nothing; but I say again that if we are to allocate $1,200 for 
the printing of official proceedings for posterity and the record let’s 
make them on the level. 


R-. E-. Sir Joun E. Rines: R.. E“.Grand Commander, J do not 
believe it is in the interest of good Templary for Templars to take 
issue with each other but I stand before you here, and before my 
Maker, and I regret to say that at that meeting in May I was al- 
most totally blind; but I will say when I was Grand Commander I 
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was fairly well versed in the Grand Constitution of this Grand 
Commandery as well as the Constitution of the Grand Encamp- 
ment which was part of my obligation, and in that obligation it 
says that the Commander or Grand Master shall appoint com- 
mittees and officers not elected. I say now emphatically that I 
stood up there and said I believed that the amendment was un- 


* constitutional and on the first vote taken on the amendment there 


were two votes against it and R.. E.. Sir Wilson asked that that be 
made in the minutes of the meeting. On the next vote for the mo- 
tion made by E..Sir Hooper I did not vote as there was no neces- 
sity for doing so and the vote was unanimous. But I still say that 
I stood up before that meeting and said that it was unconstitutional. 
It has been so ruled by the Jurisprudence Committee of the Grand 
Encampment and our own. 


R..E..Sm Roserr Garpiner Wisson, Jr.: R-.E..Grand 
Commander, as long as we are about it let’s have the record 
straight. Iam glad to hear R..E..Sir Rines agree with me that 
there was a second vote, that it was on the original motion, and 
that it was unanimous which, of course, nowhere appears in the 
official record. I agree with him that apparently the action taken 
that day was unconstitutional. Someone, two monthsafter May 16, 
woke up, because they didn’t like the result of the unanimous vote, 
and discovered under the rules of the Grand. Encampment that you 
can’t interfere with the personnel of a committee in the Grand 
Commandery, much to my surprise. But we beg the question 
when anyone for even one minute intimates that the record in 
Springfield is not an untrue statement. I repeat and raise it at this 
time because if the $1,200 allocation for printing proceedings is to 
means proceedings which are honest and authentic I am for it but 
I am not for perpetuating false records in this Grand Commandery 
or any organization to which I belong. 


R..E.. Grand Commander, just to complete the record, I would 
request the Grand Recorder why he left out of the record the vote of 


the Grand Commandery giving the sense of this committee? 


R.-.E..Sr Guoran A. Weeks: R..E..Sir, in answer to that I 
do not recall —and I am absolutely honest — that the Grand 
Commander presiding at that time put this motion. There was no 
stenographer there and we were getting the record as best we could. 
I don’t think there was because when the motion was taken the 
amendment carried and the other motion as far as I recall — and I 
will say as far as I recall standing before you, Judge, I do not re- 
call —and my notes do not show, that there was a second vote 
taken. R..E..Sir Rines says there was; so it is my error although 
my notes do not show it. I am sorry; it was not left out inten- 
tionally. The long discussion was removed by the Printing Com- 
mittee because they didn’t want to have printed in the record a 
discussion, that was going to the entire 48 states, that we were 
wrangling over a committee. As near as I can say that is the cor- 
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rect record as per my notes; and I will say also that when the mo- 
tion was made it was not presented to me in writing until after I 
had requested Sir Knight Wilson and he sent it to me a couple of 
days later, because we did not get the entire motion at that time 
and it was not in writing. 


R-.E-.Sir Roperr Garpiner Wison, Jr.: R..E..Grand 
Commander, let me make two points in response to that. The first 
is that I could hardly be prepared to make a written amendment 
to a motion in regard to a report until I entered the Conclave — 
Tam not that much of a soothsayer — and obviously it had to be 
made on a report that I heard for the first time in Springfield when 
read. I remember distinctly sitting in this chair in Springfield and 
facing the East and there was no question that I requested the Re- 
corder to make the notation that the vote was unanimous. I am 
amazed at the apparent inaccuracy of the records kept. 


_ Toe Granp Commanper: R..E..Sir Wilson, for your informa- 
tion the report of the Semi-Annual meeting this year and the re- 
port today are going to be under the reporters’ fingers over there 
so there will be no question. I don’t think he muffs it. 


Re. B-.Sir Haroup 8. Crocker: I move the Finance Commit- 
tee’s report be accepted and the budget for 1954 and 1955 be 
adopted. (Motion seconded.) 


Tur Granp ComManper: Moved and seconded that the report. 
of the Finance Committee be accepted as read and the budget for 
1954-1955 be adopted. All in favor signify by extending the 
sword arm. Opposed, the bridle arm. It is a vote. 


R -.E..Sm Grorcr A. Werks: We have another Finance Com- 
mittee report. 


(R-.E..Sir George A. Weeks read the report of the Finance 
Committee on the educational budget for 1955.) 


REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 


October 31, 1954 
Epucationan Founpation Bupeer ror 1955 


To the Officers and Members of Grand Commandery K.T'. of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island: 


Sir Knights: 


We submit the following Budget for the Educational Foundation 
for 1955: 


Printing, Postage and Supplies..................... $ 100.00 
Salary — Secretary ae 1,794.00 
Salary — Clerk..... wee 1,820.00 
Salary — Treasurer 300.00 


TROT ga sasya scesesopoisacosnalchirals 258 ay axebeagoysecuanikiessioustinn wa 700.00 


hi a5 162.00 
pee ie 270.00 
Trustees Expenses........... 75.00 
Miscellaneous and Contingent. in 100.00 
Bond & Insurance........... eS 200.00 
Retail Credit Reports. ib rece 
Hoclall Security's soe aay as a Hases of oe 99-01% 5 Or ia or aie ws = 65. 

Totals. ccarivane ois a inp aniciansiacsreupenne weeny ae ek em $ 5,761.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
LEON L. ALLEN, Chairman 
ARTHUR R. DORWARD 
HOWARD A. GRAY 


Note: The above Budget is subject to the approval of Grand 
Encampment Educational Foundation Committee. 


Tue Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the re- 
port of the Committee on the Educational Foundation. What is 
your pleasure? : 

R..E..Srr Haroip W. Spracue: Move it be adopted. (Motion 
Seconded.) / 

Tur Granp Commanper: All in favor signify by extending the 
sword arm. Opposed, the bridle arm. The report is adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE 
October 20, 1954 

Eminent and Dear Sir: 

The following amendments to By-Laws of Constituent Com- 
manderies have been approved by the Grand Commandery during 
the recess of the Grand Commandery and are now subject to re- 
view by the Grand Commandery: 

1. Proposed amendment to By-Laws of Trinity Commandery, 
No. 32 K.T., amending Art. 3, Sec. 3, Sec. 4, Art. VI, copy of 
which is hereto annexed. 

2. Proposed amendment to By-Laws of Quincy Commandery, 
No. 47 K.T., amending Article IX, Sec. 1, copy of which is 
hereto annexed. 

3. Proposed amendment of By-Laws of Thomas Smith Webb 
Commandery No. 51 K.T., amending Art. 11, Sec. 1, copy of 
which is hereto annexed. 

4. By-Laws of Narragansett Commandery No. 27 K.T., which 
have been approved, copy of which is on file in Grand Com- 
mandery office. 
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The only other matter we considered was the inquiry from the 
Grand Commandery dated July 27, 1954 on the following question: 


“Can Grand Commandery legally vote to spend antici- 
pated income from the Grand Fund for the two forth-coming 
years 1955-1956 in connection with the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration.” 

and that has been answered in my reply of August 26, 1954, copy 
of which is enclosed herewith. 


Courteously yours, 
LOUIS L. GREEN, Chairman 
Jurisprudence Committee 


Hudson, Mass., May 20, 1954 
To the Officers of Grand Commandery K.T.: 


Trinity Commandery No. 32 K.T. respectfully requests of the 
Grand Commandery the following change in its By-Laws, which 
change was proposed at the Conclave of April 21, 1954, and put on 
Notice of Conclave and voted May 19, 1954. 


_ Toamend Section 3 Article 3 by deleting the sum of $210.00 and 
inserting the sum of $150.00 and deleting the number (35) and 
inserting (25). 

To amend Section 4 Article VI by striking out the whole of said 
Section and inserting the following: 


Section 4. The Fee for Life Membership shall be (25) 
twenty-five times the Annual Dues but not less than One 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($150.00). 


Courteously yours, 


WILLIAM A. MANSON 
Recorder 


At the Annual Conclave of Quincy Commandery No. 47, K.T. 
held in the Masonic Temple, Quincy, Mass., June 21, 1954, action 
was taken strictly in accordance to the requirements of Article 
XIV of the By-Laws of this Commandery, regarding Alterations 
of By-Laws. 


At the regular Stated Conclave of this commandery of May 24, 
1954, two proposals were suggested. The First one (recommended 
at a previous dinner meeting of the Past Commanders) that 
Article IX, Section I, first paragraph which now reads in first line 
“Annual dues of $10.” be changed to Annual dues of $12.00 shall 
be paid to the Recorder, etc., etc., and the first line of paragraph 
two of same Section changed from Eighty-three cents to One Dol- 
a per month, etc. Section 1 of Article IX will then read as 
follows: 
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Annual dues of $12.00 shall be paid to the Recorder of this 
Commandery by each member thereof (except as provided in 
Articles V and VI) for the purpose of defraying the current ex- 
penses and for such other uses or purposes as the Commandery 
may, from time to time, order, the same to be due and payable 
in advance on the 30th day of June in each year. 


One Dollar per month shall be paid by new members for 
any fraction of the year from the time of their signing the 
By-Laws to the commencement of the regular year. 


No member of this Commandery who is in arrears in the 
payment of either dues or assessments for the term of two 
years, shall be entitled to vote or be eligible to hold office 
therein. 


We trust increase in Annual dues, adopted 29 to 4 by vote of 
members present at the Annual Conclave, will also meet with your 
approval and at this particular time, the Recorder will especially 
appreciate your usual prompt attention. 


Courteously yours, 
Quincy Commandery No. 47, K.T. 


HERBERT Y. FOLLETT 
Recorder 


At a Stated Conclave of Thomas Smith Webb Commandery 
No. 51, Knights Templar, held on September 17, 1954, the follow- 
ing amendment to our By-Laws was regularly adopted. It is here- 
with submitted to the Jurisprudence Committee of the Grand 
Commandery for approval. 


Amend Article II, Section 1, by deleting “at 7 o’clock P.M.,”’ so 
that the Section shall read: 


“The Stated Conclaves of this Commandery shall be held 
in the Masonic Temple situated on Narragansett Boulevard, 
in the City of Cranston, State of Rhode Island, on the third 
Friday of each month. The stated Conclaves in July and 
August may be omitted by vote of the Commandery. Special 
Conclaves may be called by the Commander. The Annual 
Conclave shall be held on the third Friday in September.” 


Courteously yours, 


ALFRED E. GRANT 
Recorder 
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August 26, 1954 


Mr. Grorcse A. WEEKS, Grand Recorder 
205 Masonic Temple 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 


Eminent and Dear Sir: 


In reply to your inquiry to the Jurisprudence Committee dated 
July 27, 1954 on the following question: 


_ “Can Grand Commandery legally vote to spend anticipated 
income from the Grand Fund for the two forthcoming years 
1955-1956 in connection with the Sesquicentennial Celebra- 
tion”? 


I have canvassed the entire Committee and it is the majority 
opinion of the Committee that it is not proper for the Grand Com- 
mandery to vote in 1954 to spend anticipated income which it is 
hoped might accrue during 1955 and 1956 (not being a current op- 
erating expense), but if funds of the Grand Commandery are to be 
used for anniversary purposes it need not be done on a basis of at- 
tempting to mortgage future income. It can and should be financed 
out of principal in accordance with Article 11, Section 3. 


Courteously yours, 


LOUIS L. GREEN, Chairman 
Jurisprudence Committee. 


Tue Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the re- 
port of the Jurisprudence Committee. What is your pleasure? 


R..E..Sm Jonny E. Rives: Move to be accepted. (Motion 
seconded.) 


Tue Granp Commanper: All in favor signify by extending the 
sword arm. Opposed, the bridle arm. It is a vote. 


Tue Granp Commanper: At this time it is my very great pleas- 
ure to present R..E..Sir Stanley W. Wakefield, Grand Com- 
mander of the Grand Commandery of the State of New York, who 
I ee ead is representing our Presiding and Past Grand Com- 
manders. 


R..E-.Sir Stanney W. Wakerienp: R..E..Grand Com- 
mander and Sir Knights. The Grand Commander has taken me 
at my boast. I know he didn’t pick me because Grand Command- 
ery of New York is almost as old as that of Massachusetts but be- 
cause I had said outside that I never had much to say but said it 
in even less time. 
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On behalf of my colleagues we offer our congratulations to this 
Jurisdiction. We listened with a great deal of interest to the ac- 
count of your Stewardship, and the Statistical Reports, with some 
envy. We appreciate your hospitality and the warm welcome of the 
Sir Knights of this Jurisdiction. 


As you may recognize from my accent I am from New York. If 
you come to our Jurisdiction next August you will be well repayed 
for your visit. It is the first time in eighty years that we have been 
the hosts. Twice in the last five years New York City has been 
host to Masonic gatherings, in 1951 and 1953 for the Imperial 
Council of the Shrine. We felt that they were repayed and had a 
good time. The same committee which worked on those conven- 
tions is working on the Conclave of the Grand Encampment. The 
Grand Commandery of New York has appropriated $50,000 and the 
Grand Encampment has put up a like amount; that is not for the 
brass, but for all the Sir Knights. We have a boat ride and one of 
the largest music halls in New York for the ladies. It is all free. 
The boat ride is around Manhattan and is well worth while. There 
is also a trip to the United Nations Building. 


We have invited Detroit Commandery, probably the largest in 
the Jurisdiction, to confer the Order of the Temple. We under- 
stand they do it very well. There will be one candidate that day, 
the Grand Master of Masons in New York. We have to get him 
through the Chapter but we don’t anticipate any trouble. (Laugh- 
ter) Weare worried about attendance at this affair. We can have 
3400 and we are trying to see if we can put seats in the aisle. But 
don’t worry about that; you come to New York anyway. 


Tue Granp ComMANbER: Thank you, Sir. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS AND 
DISPENSATIONS 


Boston, Mass., October 30, 1954 


To the Right Eminent Grand Commander and Members of the 

Grand Commandery Knights Templars of Mass. and R. T. 
Greetings, 

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations reports that no 
business requiring its attention has been presented for considera- 
tion. 

Courteously, 
HAROLD S. CROCKER 
FRANK H. WILSON 
GEORGE B. SAMPSON 


Upon Motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 
the above report and that same be printed in the Proceedings. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 
Boston, Mass., October 30, 1954 


To the Officers and Members of this Grand Commandery K.T.: 

Sir Knights: 

_ Owing to the sudden death of Em. Sir Walter A. Smith, and the 
liquidating of his business, your Printing Committee found that in 
order to have the 1953 Proceedings printed, they must find a new 
printer. Bids were asked of several printers and the contract was 
finally given to a Sir Knight of Boston Commandery No. 2 K.T., 
who did a painstaking job in order to duplicate the type of work 
that had been done in the past — the result was a fine volume, well 
bound, and printed satisfactorily. 

This year, 1954, your Finance Committee has allowed your 
Committee a figure that will take care of any additional cos of 
printing our Proceedings. 

_ After due consideration of all the figures submitted, your Print- 
ing Committee felt that in view of the type of work done on the 
1953 Proceedings, that a change of printer was not necessary. 

Your Committee will make every effort to have the cost of 
printing the 1954 Proceedings kept to the minimum for the quality 
of paper used and workmanship involved. 

Courteously submitted, 
HARRIE M. TAFT, Chairman 
KENNETH H. EARLE 
S . GEORGE A. WEEKS, Lx Officio 

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept. 

the above report and that same be printed in the Proceedings. 


REPORT OF THE TACTICS COMMITTEE 
October 30, 1954 
To the Officers and Members of this Grand Commandery K.T. 
Sir Knights: 

It was the unanimous opinion of your Tactics Committee that 
the following change should be made in our Tactics on Pages 104 
and 105. These changes are made to clarify the two words in tierce 
and in quarte under Cuts or Parries and To Form Arch of Steel. 

The entire changes were covered in Official Order No. 4, Series 
1953-1954 under date of August 5, 1954 and will be printed in the 
Proceedings under the heading of “Official Orders.” 

(Stickers have been mailed to all Commanderies.) 

Courteously submitted, 
HARRIE M. TAFT, Chairman 
CLARENCE R. DAVIS WILLIAM A. ODELL 
EVERETT B. BYLES GEORGE A, WEEKS 

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 

the above report and that same be printed in the Proceedings. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR INSTRUCTOR 
October 30, 1954 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Officers and Members 
of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


Since our Semi-Annual Conclave the remaining reports have 
been received and will say, that 33 Commanderies have retained 
the same mark as of the year before. 


Ten had a higher rating while seven received lower marks. 
Six Commanderies lost 9 to 28 points in attendance. 


The four top ranking Commanderies for the year were: Bay 
State with 994 points; Worcester County and Hugh de Payens 
tied with 993; and Jerusalem with 992. 


Commanders ..... 1 
Generalissimos .... 19 
Captain Generals . . . 7 
Senior Wardens... . 11 
Junior Wardens... . 8 
Sword Bearers .... 16 
Warders . . . 22 


Captains of the Guard . 20 


I might add that 49 of the Commanders lost from }4 point to 
89 points. 

Knowing that we are always striving for perfection, there is still 
plenty of room in our line of Officers to bring out better work in 
ritual as well as tactics. Tactics account for a good many points 
lost. 

Courteously submitted, 
CLYDE L. CARTER 
Inspector Instructor 


Upon motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 
the above report and that same be printed in the Proceedings. 


REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE 
October 30, 1954 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Officers and Members 
of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode I sland: 


Last year I called attention to the Grand Encampment Review 
and what could be gained by subscribing to that worthy magazine, 
but so far, I have received only 3 or 4 applications and in turn I 
sent them to the Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment. 

The Recorders were notified to take orders for the magazine but 
I have heard no word through that source. 
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Will the Sir Knights of our Jurisdiction be interested enough to 
invest a dollar? That covers a period of two years and includes 
eight copies. 


Subscriptions should be sent to John Temple Rice, R..E~. 
Grand Recorder, 14 East Jackson Boulevard, Suite 1733, Chicago 4, 
Illinois. (Vote) Make all checks or M.O. to “Grand Encampment, 
Knights Templar of U.S.A.” 


In the past, Massachusetts and Rhode Island have been well 
represented — we can be in the future; let’s do our part and keep 
up with the other Jurisdictions. 


Courteously submitted, 


CLYDE L. CARTER 
Foreign Correspondent 


Upon motion duly made and seconded it was Voted to accept 
the above report and that same be printed in the Proceedings. 


The report of the Committee on New Membership and Publicity. 
R-.E-.Sir Frank H. Wilson read the report on New Mem- 
bership and Publicity. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
NEW MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLICITY 


For the Fiscal Year ending August 31, 1954 


Our net gain in membership is 115 or .8%. Last year it was 1.3%. 
Our membership now is 14,572, the 7th largest Grand Commandery 
in the U.S.A. Pennsylvania is first; Ohio is second; Texas is third; 
Illinois, fourth; California, fifth ; New York, sixth. 


GROSS ADDITIONS AND GROSS LOSSES 
In Exhibit No. 1, we are showing a detail of additions and losses 
for the past 10 years. In all these years we have had net gains in 
membership, previous to 1945 we ran net losses consecutively for 
a period of 18 years. 


PETITIONS 

We reached 80% of our objective which was for 1,000 petitions, 
last year it was 70%. Boston Commandery was first with 72 
petitions; DeMolay next with 69; and Hugh de Payens No. 20, 
third with 55. In Exhibit No. 2 is shown a comparison with last 
year of the number of petitions obtained by each Commandery. 
Twenty Commanderies either reached or exceeded their quotas, 
last year there were 17. In Exhibit No. 3 we show a comparison 
with last year of the percentage of petitions to membership. The 
percentage was 5.5% in both years. Natick Commandery is 
first with 17.8%; Connecticut Valley next with 15.1%; and 
Haverhill third with 12.1%. 
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There were 209 candidates elected this year but not Knighted, 
being held over for next year, or 26% of the total petitions. Last 
year there were 22%. 

Following is a record by years of total petitions from the time 
we first began assigning quotas. 

1954 1953 1952 1951 1950 1949 1948 1947 1946 


Petitions 800 777 1007 804 1040 773 705 656 778 


Relationship % Petitions to Membership, to % Net Gain or Loss 
The % petitions to membership is 5.5%, the same fone 
last year. The net gain .8% gives us a ratio of about 7 to 1; whic! 
means it required 7 new petitions to create a net gain of 1. = 
year the ratio was 4 to 1. In Exhibit No. 4 isa detail for eac 


Commandery. 


NET GAINS AND NET LOSSES 2 
Hugh de Payens No. 20 had the highest net gain of 42; ete 
No. 33 was next with 21; and Haverhill No. 14 third with 20. 
‘A breakdown of the net gains in our two states follows: 


tal Massachusetts Rhode Island 
Ne a Gain Net Gains Net o 

1954 +115 +113 

1953 +185 +152 +3 
1952 +316 +269 1 
1951 4212 +167 +45 
1950 +465 +473 4 
1949 4173 +207 = 
1948 +190 +240 30 
~ iz i 3 
1946 

1945 BEC +200 —68 


i i i ‘i ticut 
Natick No. 33 had the highest % net gain of 16.3%; Connectic 
Valley No. 23 next with 9.6%; Hugh de Payens No. 20, third with 

7.9%; and Old Colony No. 15, fourth with 7.7%. 


3 ¢ ; 7 -five in 
Twenty-nine Commanderies showed net gains, twenty: ‘ 
Massachusetts and four in Rhode Island. Eighteen Seeley 
had net losses, fifteen in Massachusetts and three in RI * e Island. 

Three Commanderies had no change in total membership. 


i our largest Commandery. 
Boston Commandery continues as o sPapemc eres 


Worcester County moved up to second place. De 
to third place. St. Johns is fourth; Calvary fifth, Hugh on lied 
jumped to sixth place, Springfield, seventh; Sutton, eight; 
semane, ninth and Olivet, tenth. 


DEMITS AND SUSPENSIONS 4 
We lost 28% of our total Knightings through demits an a 
pensions. Last year we lost 22%. Our general average runs aroun 
18%. 
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We affiliate and reinstate on the average about 47% of the total 
number demitted and suspended. Last year it dropped to 35%, 
and this year reached an all time low of only 25%, losing 187 and 
retrieving 46. 


Demits and suspensions are to a large extent within our own 
control. A careful analysis will no doubt determine how many 
are for the purpose of transferring to other communities and 
what portion is due to terminating membership because of lack 
of interest or for financial reasons. 


NET GAIN QUOTAS 


This year for the first time we set up a “net gain quota”. Twenty- 
two Commanderies either reached or exceeded theirs. Our per- 
centage net gain to “net gain quota” was 45%. In Exhibit No. 5 
is shown @ comparison of the net gain or net loss with the “net 
gain quota” for each Commandery. 


The Committee printed a membership article in The Templar 
each month and sent out with it to Commanders, Generalissimos, 
Captains-Generals and Recorders, a statistical sheet, showing for 
each Commandery the number of petitions received the current 
month, together with an accumulative figure to date, also showing 
its relationship to their particular quota. 


Courteously submitted, 


FRANK H. WILSON, Chairman 


For the Committee. 
October 30, 1954 


EXHIBIT 1 


Comparison or Gross ApprTIoNs AND Gross Losses 


- 4. 1964 1958 1952 1951 1950 1949 1948 194% 1946 1945 
Knightings 676 707 880 712 957 701 692 667 731 621 


Affiliations 22 33 46 23 32 ‘299 92 20 36 14 
Reinstate- 


ments 24 «23882 Hs BQ BHRCCiéAsiaKAD( (tC 


Gross 
Additions 722. 763 958 761 1021 765 748 728 810 687 


Demits 109 105 117 #105 68 2 gg 64 #73 ~#&69 
Suspensions 78 54 75 58 62 52 28 46 30 41 
Deaths 408 406 451 374 421 445 432 443 402 309 
Errors 12 13 —1 12 5 13 10 19 4 3 


Gross 
Losses 607 578 642 549 556 592 558 572 512 512 


Net Gains 115 185 316 212 465 173 190 156 298 132 
Percentage 8% 13% 23% 15% 3.5% 18% 15% 1.2% 24% 11% 
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Name of Commandery 


Bb. DORMS ais eseswnesn aa x 
Boston... 
Newburyport 
Washington... . 
Worcester County . 
Springfield... . . 
De Molay... 
Holy Sepulch 
Pilgrim. .... 
Palestine. 
Milford. . 
St. Bernard 
Calvary . 
Haverhill. . . 
Old Colony 
Sutton. . 
Bethany. 
Winslow Le 
Jerusalem. 
Hugh De P: 
St. Omer. 
Berkshire... ..... 
Connecticut Valley 
Woonsocket... ..... 
Godfrey De Bouillon 
Joseph Warren... . 
Narragansett 
Bristol. ces. 
Northampton... 
South Shore. ... 
Trinity... . 
Natick... . ‘ 
Coeur De Lion. 
Gethsemane 
Olivet. 
Athol. . 
Bay Stai 
Cyprus. . 
St. Paul. . 
Beauseant . 
Cambridge. . 
Bethlehem . 
Orange..... 
Ivanhoe. .. 
Quincy. . 
Temple. . 
St. Andrew. 
Reading......... 
Thomas Smith Webb 
Sir Galahad 


EXHIBIT 2 


Total Petitions 
This Year Last Year 


EXHIBIT 3 


% Petitions to 
Membership 


This Year 


Last Year 


23 20 3.3 2.9 
72 67 6.0 5.8 
23 7 9.0 2.8 
5 2 4.1 1.6 
23 20 3.3 28 
17 26 3.2 4.9 
69 37 100 53 
22 ie 5.f 
i 7 1.2 2.0 
20 S$ 9.8 1.5 
12 4 7.6 2.5 
7 7 7.6 8.1 
32 31 4.8 oo 
43 33 1 9.9 
11 9 6.5 5.4 
21 20 45 4.3 
9 4 5.8 2.5 
7 10 3.7 5.2 
25 14 9.8 5.7 
55 69 10.3 13.7 
3 25 9 17 
9 9 4.0 4.0 
22 5 15.1 34 
ll 21 TA 15.3 
4 12 3.5 11.6 
10 8 5.5 4.1 
12 14 6.5 8.1 
12 8 5.1 3.4 
5 10 4.6 88 
4 12 3.0 8.5 
8 15 4.0 7.9 
23 5 17.8 3.8 
7 28 2.1 8.7 
25 32 5.6 5.9 
29 25 6.9 6.1 
1 2 8 1.6 
9 7 22 17 
8 6 7.2 5.0 
6 7 5.1 6.2 
14 17 44 ae 
8 9 5.2 6.0 
6 10 4.0 67 
0 3 0 4.3 
7 28 3.0 13.2 
‘a 19 2.3 6.2 
21 10 11.6 5.8 
8 4 6.5 3.2 
15 8 5.7 3.0 
13 3 7.9 1.8 
8 3 44 1.5 
800 TT 5.5% 5.5% 
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EXHIBIT 4 EXHIBIT 5 Tur Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the re- 


% Petitions Net port of the Committee on New Membership and Publicity. What 
toMem- %Net %WNet Gain Net Net is your pleasure? 
Commandery bership Gain Loss Quota Gain Loss @ R-.E..Srr Roserr Garpiner Wison, Jr: R..E.. Grand 
ommander, might I ask the Committee to break down the total 
St. John’s....... 3.3 6 14 4 membership between Massachusetts and Rhode Island that we 
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A petitioner for the Orders of Knighthood is not properly pre- 
pared for this step until he has been initiated into the mysteries 
of the Royal Arch, and until he has learned the story of the loss 
and recovery of the ‘“Master’s Word,” and he certainly is not 
properly informed on this important subject until he has taken 
the Degrees of the Council. 


The fact that the Council is not a requisite body to the Orders 
of the Commandery does not alter the case. Men go through 
college without learning to speak and write the English Language; 
they become engineers and scientists without the ability to ap- 
preciate music of art, they become eminent in professions without 
learning to love their Country or their fellowman; so the at- 
tainment of a degree does not necessarily mean that a man has 
taken advantage of all his opportunities or learned how to live. 


Men skip the Council and join the Commandery, sometimes 
because Council has never been presented to them, sometimes 
because they are told that they do not have to take the Council 
to jom the Commandery. For whatever reason, skipping the Coun- 
cil is a lost opportunity for a beautiful Masonic Companionship, 
and advising a man to do so is a disloyal act against the entire 
system of the York Rite. 


The Council is just as essential to a proper Masonic advance- 
ment as if we enacted the required legislation to make it so. 
Indeed, the honor of being a Cryptic Mason is enhanced by the 
premise that it was done “of his own free will and accord,” and 
not because the body was requisite to something else. In fact, 
many Masons have a conviction, which of course can never be 
proven, that if solicitation of members were definitely prescribed 
in all Masonic Bodies, as it is in the Lodge, that if proselytizing 
had never been allowed, and if men were somehow made to feel 
that there was something in our Collateral Bodies that they 


wanted, and wanted it enough to ask for it, we would all be 
better off. 


_ There was a time, one hundred years or so ago, when in many 
jurisdictions solicitation was frowned upon but those days are 
gone forever. Having started to sell Masonry, we must continue, 
and we must plan and operate our sales campaign with all the 
intelligence, experience and energy at our command. 


One of the weaknesses in selling the York Rite is that we do 
not offer the Rite in one “Package.” We force the prospect, by 
our methods, to make three separate and distinct decisions, a 
most difficult psychological obstacle to overcome. We go to him 
three times with a sales argument; three different men, or groups 
of men, try to get his name on the dotted line for three different 
bodies. Our percentage of failure is evident in our membership 
figures. Here in Massachusetts, in comparison with our Blue 
Lodge potential, Chapter has 21%, Commandery has 13.6% and 
Council has 5.6%. 
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Surely, we can do better than this. Surely, among our current 
annual crop of Blue Lodge Masons, and among those with a few 
years of Blue Lodge seasoning, we can find a larger percentage of 
brethren who are interested in “More Light in Masonry,” and 
who, with one cordial and informative invitation, one decision 
to make and one check to draw, will much more eagerly sign a 
single petition for the Complete York Rite. 


With these things in mind, this plan for a “Package Petition” 
for the Degrees and Orders of the York Rite has been devised. 
It consists of four pages. The first page is the “Package Petition” 
form. The second, third and fourth pages are individual petitions 
for Chapter, Council and Commandery. 


We believe that if Council is included in the complete York 
Rite “Package,” most men will take it without question. When 
we encounter the occasional man who would join the Rite, but 
raises a question about Council, and cannot be sold, the Council 
Petition is easily removed and the Petitions for Chapter and 
Commandery put through in regular form. 


At least, the Council Petition was there, embodied in the 
“Package” and included in the total fee, which in most cases will 
be substantially less than the fee for the four bodies of the Scottish 
Rite, and we believe that most men will accept it gratefully and 
without question as a part of the System. 


In order to ascertain the total fee for the complete York Rite, 
the fees for all Chapters in the State are listed on the back of 
the Chapter Petition, and the same for all Councils and Com- 
manderies, on the back of the respective Petitions. The fee for 
each body is brought forward to the first sheet and totalled. The 
@eek is made payable to The York Rite Committee of Massa- 
chusetts. 


This committee consists of three representatives from Grand 
Chapter, three from Grand Council and three from Grand Com- 
mandery. The representatives from Grand Chapter are: 


William F. Clark 
Ralph W. Copeland 
George M. Ellis 


from Grand Council: 
Howard A. Gray 
Frederic Kennedy 
James R. Hooper 


from Grand Commandery: 
Frank H. Wilson 
Clarence E. Booth 
George A. Weeks 
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The Committee has met and organized. They have elected an 
Executive Director and a Secretary-Treasurer. It was deemed 
essential that the headquarters and office of the Committee be 
located in the Masonic Temple, Boston, and so the two members of 
the Committee who are permanently located in the Masonic 
Temple were elected to these offices, William F. Clark as Executive 
Director and George A. Weeks as Secretary-Treasurer. To- 
gether, they will be able to perform the functions of the com- 
mittee promptly and every day. 


A bank account has been opened in the name of the Committee. 
When the ‘Package Petition” and check are received at the office 
of the Committee, the check for the Total Fee will be deposited 
and the Chapter Petition, with a check for the proper fee will be 
sent immediately to the Secretary of the designated Chapter. 
The Petitions for Council and Commandery will be sent, with 
checks, to the Recorders of the designated bodies in 60 days. 
These petitions cannot be used until after 60 days at least,and 
this waiting period will eliminate activity charges on the bank 
balance of the Committee. This 60 day waiting period will be the 
tule, but not inflexible. If, toward the end of the year, Council 
and Commandery are anxious to complete their work as quickly 
as possible, the Committee will be happy to cooperate by sending 
Petitions and checks as soon as they can be used. 


The Committee, at their meeting, carefully and in great detail, 
examined the plan for the “Package Petition.” Several suggestions 
were made, some changes, some additions. The proposed form for 
the “Package Petition” was approved as amended. 


' Another thing: Chapter has its “Fourth Step” booklet; Council, 
its “Eighth Step” and Commandery, its booklet entitled “The 
Commandery of Knights Templars.” They each expound the 
virtues of the particualr body and the advantages of membership. 
So far as we know, there has never been a booklet on the complete 
York Rite, sponsored by the three Grand Bodies in Massachusetts. 


A pamphlet, has been prepared, and edited by the Committee, 
entitled is The York Rite of Freemasonry.” We propose to print 
it in a simple four page booklet, folded once; size, about three 
and one half by six inches; with the title on the first page, and 
reading matter on the second, third and fourth pages. The Com- 
mittee feels that it contains all essential argument in the shortest. 
possible form; not too long for the prospective candidate to read, 
and yet a fairly comprehensive story of the York Rite. 


This plan and this “Package Petition” should be a boon to 
the entire York Rite. It will present the integrated story of 
Ancient Craft Masonry in one volume. No lectures to learn; 
one decision, one petition, one check; the complete York Rite in a 
single “Package.” A diligent use of the “Package Petition” all 
over the jurisdiction of Massachusetts will consolidate the three 
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Constituent Grand Bodies into a harmonius whole, and enable 
them to present a united front to our Blue Lodge Brethren in 
their search for “More Light in Masonry.” 

THE YORK RITE COMMITTEE OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Tue Granp Commanper: You have heard the report of the 
new York Rite Committee. What is your pleasure? 


V..E..Srr Kennera H. Earue: Move it be accepted. 
R..E..Srm A. Kenneta Martin: Second. 


Tur Granp Commanprr: Moved and seconded that the report 
be accepted and placed on file. All in favor signify by extending 
the sword arm. All opposed, the bridle arm. It is a vote. 


E..Sir Haroip A. Bupreav: R-.E.. Grand Commander, this 
is a step in the right direction, but there are steps to improve it. 
First, the resolution that I put in six years ago during R.. E-. Sir 
Martin’s year that we have a clearing house that when a member 
is suspended or demitted some action can be taken in the respec- 
tive bodies. At that time Grand Chapter didn’t require member- 
ship in the Blue Lodge but now they do or otherwise they are 
suspended. That should be done for that is a matter of record in 
the Grand Commandery. 


Membership in the Council is not obligatory and I don’t see 
what progress you can make until it is. 


The third thing is that when this gets rolling they should issue 
one York Rite card the same as the Scottish Rite does. They 
could charge for the card and many would be glad to pay. 


I make these as suggestions to the Committee. The reason 
for the second statement is that I don’t see how, I, as Recorder 
of Boston Commandery, can send out petitions for an organization 
that is not obligatory. 

Tur Granp Commanper: The fact that it is not obligatory does 
not prevent you from asking them to join. You can take that 
sheet out if he won’t take it, but I hope he does. 


The report of the Triennial Committee. V..E.. Deputy Grand 
Commander, have you got anything to report for that committee: 


V..E..Sim Kennera H. Barun: R-.E-.Sir, progress. Se- 
riously, I would like to say that we have had one offer of a trip. 
A round trip to New York, including train fare and four days at 
the hotel, is $45. I think I had better read this, that just came In 
before I tell you what it contains. I will do that after lunch. 
Progress, Sir, Progress. 

Tur Granp Commanver: Report of the Committee on Public 
Relations. E..Grand Warder, do you know anything about that? 

E..Sir James B. Henry: Progress, R..E.’. Sir. 
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I move that that letter, or a letter of similar tenor, be forwarded 
to our Grand Master. 


E..Srr Franx B. Exts: Second the motion. 
Tur Granp Commanper: Sir Knights, you have heard the 


Tur GRAND ComMANDER: New business. 

R..E..Sm Rogpert Garpiner Wiuson, Jr.: R..E..Grand 
Commander, I have a letter to Sir Knight William Catron Gordon, 
Most Eminent Grand Master of The Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templar of the United States of America. (Reading) 


C— 
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Most Eminent Sir: 


Undoubtedly you read of the destruction of the steeple of 
the Old North Church in Boston this autumn by New England’s 
hurricane. No doubt you noted how the imagination of every 
American throughout this land of ours was stirred by this fall 
of the historic belfry, with the result that a spontaneous move- 
ment was promptly launched to rebuild this symbol of our 
American love of freedom. 

Back in the days when the patriot’s light sparked the watch- 
fires of liberty from the belfry of the Old North Church, the 
steeple soared above the town, dominating Boston’s skyline. 

The April 1775 ride of Paul Revere, Past Grand Master of 
Masons in Massachusetts, has long held an outstanding place 
in American history. The less famous patriot, who climbed to 
the base of the spire to show his now-famed signal lanterns, 
was one Robert Newman; in 1802 Robert Newman was to 
become Sentinel of Boston Commandery of Knights Templar. 
The records of Boston Commandery for March 25, 1802 read: 

Voted that Sir Samuel Billings apply to Sir Robert Newman 
to attend and act as Sentinel for the Encampment. ” At ameeting 
on April 2, 1802, “Sir Samuel Billings reported that he had 
applied to Sir Robert Newman to act as Sentinel for the En- 
eee paying him what they think should be proper until 
ne salary should be fixed.” Members of the next meeting, on 

pril 16, 1802, list Robert Newman, Sentinel, among the 
officers present. , , 
eek fal now being raised throughout America to restore 

. hix oric steeple of the Old North Church is to total $150,000, 
e W ich $25,000 is to be set aside as a reserve for future main- 
= Contributions by Americans of every race and creed 
ba ne ee over $70,000. The contributions are being made 
oul E North Church Steeple Fund, and addressed to 

aul F. Clark, Treasurer, Box 1776, Boston; disbursement of all 
money for reconstruction will be handled by the Lantern League, 
a non-sectarian, non-profit. organization, incorporated 22 years 
ago to restore and preserve this shrine of American Liberty. 

The Grand Commander of Knights Templars and Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, in annual Conclave 
assembled, commend this worthy endeavor to the favorable 
attention of our Grand Master of Knights Templar of the 
United States of America, and respectfully suggest that com- 
pletion of the necessary fund might most appropriately beadopted 
as an official patriotic project: of American Templary in view 
of the above historic facts. 
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letter read by the Judge and the motion is seconded. All in favor 
extend the sword arm. Those opposed, the bridle arm. It is a vote. 


November 19, 1954 


Sir Knicut Grorce A. WEEKS, Grand Recorder, 
Right Eminent Past Grand Commander, 

Grand Commandery, Knights Templars of 

Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
205 Masonic Temple, 

Boston 16, Massachusetts. 


Dear Sir Knight Weeks: 

John Temple Rice, Grand Recorder of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, has forwarded to me your letter of November 8th. Your 
letter contains copy of a letter or Resolution which appears 
to have been submitted and adopted by the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island at its recent Conclave in 
Boston on October 30th, 1954. The letter contains a statement 
relative to the fund which is being raised to restore the steeple 
of the Old North Church in Boston which was destroyed in a 
recent hurricane. This letter seems to have been proposed and 
fostered by Sir Knight Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr., Right 
Eminent Past Grand Commander of your Grand Commandery. 

From the historic, patriotic and sentimental viewpoint, the 
repair of the damage done to the Old North Church by the hurri- 
cane and provision for its permanent maintenance is a project 
which should have the general appeal to every good American. 
Perhaps the needed fund could be secured by publicity given 
to such an appeal. In general, this is something that should 
be decided by each individual unless various organizations by 
official action desire and decide to make contributions as such. 

I gather from the communication which was addressed to me 
that the suggestion by Sir Knight Wilson is that the balance of 
the fund of $150,000, or $80,000, be entirely sponsored by the 
Grand Encampment of Knights Templar. Despite the worthi- 
ness of this project, I do not think the Grand Master has the 
authority or would be justified legally to issue his appeal or 
pronouncement looking to the accumulation of this fund by 
contributions. There is no provision in our budget for an ex- 
penditure of this kind from the general funds. If anything is 
done in this connection, I think it must be by official action of 
the Grand Encampment at its next Conclave. Various kinds 
of appeals come to my desk, most of which are probably quite 
worthy. However, without any authority vested in me, in such 
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cases, I have been compelled to respond negatively to such 
appeals. You will understand that tangible response to such an 
appeal would establish a precedent. For that reason, I feel, 
and I believe others would do likewise, that it is not well to 
establish such a precedent. You may recall that, at the last 
Conclave, an effort was made to get the Grand Encampment 
to commit itself definitely to the raising of funds for completion 
of a Templar Floor in the George Washington National Me- 
morial. The Grand Encampment decided to further investigate 
this matter and report on it at the next Triennial in 1955, but 
it declined to approve of an effort to raise the necessary funds 
by an appeal to Sir Knights for individual contributions. This 
matter may be taken up for definite decision at the Conclave 
in 1955. Some Grand Commanderies are already accumulating 
their part of the cost of this project, but even this is not done 
with the approval of the Grand Encampment. The project 
mentioned in your letter is in some ways similar to this pro- 
posal which I have just described. It if is desired that an appeal 
for the Old North Church be made at the next Conclave in 


Poe that is something which those actively interested in it can 
ecide. 


To briefly conclude my reply to your letter, I do not think 
I have any authority to issue a general appeal to the Sir Knights 
for this project, however worthy it may be. There is considerable 
hazard in establishing a precedent of this sort, since heretofore 
the strict policy seems to have been to avoid such precedents. 
At the present time, there is no fund in the Grand Encampment 
budget from which any sort of contribution might be made to 
this project. If the Committee or Commission in charge of the 
project desires in its own name to make an appeal to Masons, 
that is something for them to decide. I cannot see my way 
clear, however, to issue an appeal, as Grand Master, to Knights 
Templar that they participate in the contributions or submit 
to assessment for this purpose. 

Trusting that I have made my own thinking and position 
understandable, and with best regards, I am, 


Cordially yours, 
WM. CATRON GORDON, 
Grand Master. 


Any further new business? 


E-.Grand Warder, will you see if you can find out how near 
ready they are for lunch? 


E..Sir Jamus B. Henry: R..E~.Sir, they are ready now. 


Tue GranpD ComManvEr: We will recess for lunch and re- 
assemble at 2:15. 


(Recess for lunch at 12:30 .p.m.) 
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RECESS 


Tur Granp ComMANnpbeEr: I now declare the Grand Commandery 
reconvened for business. 


Tur Granp ComMANDER: Sir Knights, now we will have the 
guest. speaker for the day, R..E..Sir C. Vernon Eddy, Junior 
Grand Warden of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 
of the United States of America, Inspecting Officer and Personal 
Representative of the Most Eminent Sir William Catron Gordon, 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 
of the United States of America. 


R..E..Srr C. Vernon Eppy: R.. E..Grand Commander, dis- 
tinguished guests, my fellow Sir Knights. I lack words when I 
come to thank you and when I come to think of the gracious 
hospitality that has been shown me and the way I have been 
used where the Lowells speak only to the Cabots and the Cabots 
speak only God. Who am I that they speak to me? I want to 
tell you that nobody could be better pleased than I have been 
with the reception; it has been most satisfying. 


One of the accomplishments of age is that you forget what you 
are going to say and tomorrow you remember it. So to save some 
of that regret I have jotted down notes. I am not going to read 
them but I will have the chance and not forget as I would have 
otherwise. 

Now, in general, the Grand Master gives you certain things to 
say and he hopes you will say that and emphasize that. One of 
the things close to his heart is the Patriotic Activities Committee, 
what they do and how active they are. Now that is a way we 
can bring ourselves to the attention of the public; not that we 
want to be ostentatious at all but it is the main objective of Tem- 
plary, not flag waving or Fourth of July observances but anything 
that will promote American ideals, further civic enterprises, and 
also help further the exercise of suffrage rights. Down in Vir- 
ginia we are supposed to be a Democratic State, and you know that 
a lot of people don’t take the trouble to register and vote. It may 
not be true up here where people pay a little more attention than 
we do down there. We are just naturally Democratic. Up here, 
Tam sure it does not apply and you know what I mean. The Grand 
Master says that it would be a good thing when you contact a 
fellow like that that you get him to register and vote. 

Now, encourage and assist. the smaller Commanderies and they 
will learn to be proficient and not dependent on help. The fellows 
from the neighboring Commanderies who do this and that — 
this applies to ritual work, full form, and so forth — have proper 
leadership. With proper leadership, and practice, any Commandery 
can be proficient and any group of officers can be proficient. 
Full form openings in an official manner is a must. I don’t know 
how that applies up here but if you could see my Commandery 
in Virginia they will cut the full form opening. 
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The Grand Master says that every effort should be made by 
every means to reclaim demitted and suspended members. Mem- 
bership can be cemented by giving them something to do and by 
contacting them by bulletins, mimeographed messages, announce- 
ments, plans and activities. 


Educational Foundation. The Grand Master says that is a 
prime objective of Templary and brings into prominence the ideals 
of our Christian Order. There seem to be ample funds and some 
Divisions show results but others are apathetic and diffident. 


The observance of Christian Festival Days such as Christmas, 
Easter, and Ascension Sunday, focuses the attention on the im- 
portant segments of our Saviour’s life. Such activities publicize 
our sincere devotion to the ideal of our Christian Order. 


Now, don’t forget that next year we are going to have the Grand 
Encampment in New York and I have talked with a good many 
people as to what the effect is going to be on that heterogeneous, 
cosmopolitan type that compose the population of New York City. 
As you know, a group of some branch of the Christian Church 
filled Yankee Stadium several years ago. They had lots of zeal 
in their organization. Let us show New York what we stand for 
and that population there. We should draw tremendous crowds 
in the parade of Templary in clean and attractive uniforms and 
it would have an outstanding effect on the citizens there. 


The Grand Master must have run into something like this. 
He advises that the Charter in the Commanderies is not on 
view or accessible at every Conclave. He says it should be and 
must be as it is in the Blue Lodges. There should not bea Conclave 
without the Charter being in the room. Well, that brings forth 
the further remark that there should be a duplicate of every 
Charter so in case the original is lost you have something that 
can be copied from to make one exactly like the other. 


Let me say something elementary about the Grand Encampment 
review. I think it is a very valuable source of inspiration to the 
ordinary Templar who doesn’t see things like we do in an official 
position. It is a simple matter for a Commandery — it only costs 
50c a year — to get a couple of copies and send it to the officers 
and then it would be his duty to come to the following Conclave, 
having digested what is in that review, to explain it for the ordinary 
fellow along the side lines. That is a simple matter and so ele- 
mentary I hate to mention it. It is a thing to bring to the at- 
tention of the rank and file who don’t see a review and don’t 
know what is going on. 


Your Grand Recorder knows how to take care of his Ritual. 
The Grand Master must have run into something about the ac- 
counting of rituals. 
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Now, I am going to call your attention to something that Pee 
just a little story. There was on one occasion a wise man in the 
East named Harkum — this may be familar to you but it is ap- 
propriate — who was talking to a young man and giving him wise 
instruction in living and the success of the particular busines 
that he was engaged in. Harkum concluded his remarks by tas 
“Young man, the priceless ingredient of every product is the honor 
and integrity of its maker.” 


Sir Knights, no truer words were ever spoken. The poodles 
ingredient of every Templar is his own personal HOHDE (6 ap J 
tegrity in living up to the Order. If you will live up to t a a 
bligations and solemn vows there is no fear for the future o a at 
plary and this country. May God help us all to achieve 
much to be desired goal. Thank you. 


Tur Granp Commanper: Thank you, R.. E-. Sir. 


Now, before I forget this, I would like to express my nee 
and appreciation to R.. E...Sir George B. Sampson who se, pee 
me in line to this Grand Commandery. I did my very bes 
to let him down. George, I thank you. 


ener idn’t know 
R..E..Sm Grorer B. Sampson: R..E-.Sir, I didn’t y 
you were going to say anything like that but I think feat 
one in this assembly will agree with me that I am fairly sa 
Thank you very much. 


Tur Granp Commanper: Eminent Grand Cua a ae 
Guard, will you present the Eminent Grand Warder : i 
(E.-. Sir James B. Henry was presented in the East. 


Tur Granp Commanver: Jimmie, eleven years ago We bane 
out on this journey and we have had some nice. es earns 
have some tough times but mostly they were nice na fae 
my pleasure at this time, in order that you may have so 


recognition, to pin this jewel on you with my compliments. 


Now, you are properly dressed as a Past Grand be ae 
body said that they are a dime a dozen but I don : vitae Be 
I thank you for all your help and I would also elas ei give 
Sir Bill West for taking your place temporarily ju ‘othed if you 
him one of the buttons. Now you will be properly ¢ 2 a give the 
will take those off your shoulders and pin these on anc ¢| 
others to Bill McCormick. 


E.. Sir James B. Henry: Thank you, boss. It Cabana 
ure for me to have had the job of looking after this fel ee 
past eleven years. I think J am now a graduate ge cars 
gentleman. I have looked forward with much cpa ns ae 
fruition of your life’s work in Templary. It has en on 
happy time in my life to have gone along with you Pie ictal 
reach this pinnacle. If it is not too much of a note reas y : 
promised a certain individual a number of years ago 
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ever reached the position of Past Grand Warder that I would ask 
that he be permitted to come to the East and escort me to that 
land from whose bond no Past Grand Warder ever returns. If I 
may have your permission? E..Sir Mills, I am looking forward 
to your escorting me. 


E..Sm W. Howarp Mus: Past Grand Warder Henry, you 
have indeed achieved greatness this afternoon. I don’t’ know 
whether we will allow you into this organization of ours but as I 
said downstairs we will give you an “A” for effort. 


Tue Grand Commanper: Now, Sir Knights, as my Grand 
Warder said, I have reached the pinnacle of my aspirations in 
Templary. I appreciate it very much; I love it; and I am going 
to miss it. 

Now comes the time for the election. R..E..Sir Harold 8. 
Crocker, will you assume the East? 


R..E..Sm Haroxp §. Crocker: Sir Knights, as you can all 
see by that clock up there it is exactly two-thirty which is the 
time when we elect a Grand Commander for the ensuing year. 
Now is the time to put in nomination the name of him who is to 
serve you as Grand Commander for the ensuing year. 


E-.S1r Wiiiiam C. McCormick: R-. E..Sir, I deem it a priv- 


ilege and a pleasure at this time to nominate Kenneth H. Earle 
as Grand Commander. 


R-.E..Sm Haroup §. Crocker: Any further nominations? 


E~.Sim Cou Suarp: R-.E-.Sir, as presiding Commander of 
St. Johns Commandery it is my pleasure to second the nomination 


and may I also move that the nominations be closed and a vote 
taken by acclamation. 


R-.E-.Sm Haronp S. Crocker: Any further nominations? 
If not, I declare the nominations closed. All in favor of Kenneth 
H. Earle of St. Johns Commandery, No. 1, say “aye.” Are there 
any opposed? I declare Kenneth H. Earle elected unanimously 
as Grand Commander of this jurisdiction. 


Tam going to appoint a committee of Past Grand Commanders 
together with the Past Commanders of St. Johns Commandery, 
No. 1, to serve as a committee to find Sir Knight Earle and con- 
duct him into the Commandery. Most Eminent Harry Pollard 
will serve as the chairman of the committee. 


(The escort and committee retired and returned with the 
Grand Commander elect.) 


M..E..Sir Harry G. Ponnarp: R..B-.Sir, agreeable to your 
request I have, with my very distinguished committee, searched 
through the various apartments of the Temple and finally dug 
up the small, young gentleman and brought him here. I believe 
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ing i i d I think 
that you have something important to say to him an 
he is a to be very happy. I present Sir Knight Kenneth H. 
Earle. ; me 
R..E..Sm Harotp S. Crocker: Will you please conduct E.. 
Sir Earle to the East so he can hear my voice more easily. 


ir Knight Earle, much to your surprise, no doubt, I am about 
tontal a that you have been unanimously elected ot 
mander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars of ) a 
chusetts and Rhode Island for the year 1954 and 1955. My ear- 
tiest congratulations to you. Will you accept the election? 


V..E..Srr Kennera H. Earwe: I will and I thank you, Sir, 
and I thank everyone here. 


R..E..8rr Harotp §. Crocker: You may be seated. 


(The Sir Knights were seated and the escort and committee 
dismissed.) nee 

R..E..Smr Harotp §. Crocker: Sir Knights, nominations are 
in order for the office of Deputy Grand Commander. 


~E..Si in nomina- 
R..E..Srr Frank H. Wuson: R..E-.Sir, I place in n 
tion for the office of Deputy Grand Commander the pei 
Generalissimo whom I had the pleasure of appointing years ago, 
Sir Knight Mortimer W. Schroeder of Everett. 


~E..Sir, it i leasure to 
E..Sir Cuartes W. Gurpy: R..E..Sir, it is my P : 
second the nomination of Sir Knight Mortimer W. aad Aa 
Deputy Grand Commander. I move that the nomina 
closed and that the ballot be by acclamation. 


R..E..Sm Harortp S. Crocker: Are there any Se ene 
tions? Hearing none I declare the nominations closed. 1 eeun 
of the election of Mortimer Walter Schroeder as var y Knight 
Commander say “aye.” Opposed, “no.” I declare Sir eae 
Mortimer W. Schroeder elected as Deputy Grand Comm 
Do you accept the election? : 4 

E.-.Srr Morrmmr W. Scuronper: R-.B-. Sir, I do accept an 
and will continue to serve to the best of my ability. he 

R..E-.$1r Haronp §. Crocker: May we have nominations tor 
the office of Grand Generalissimo? aan ; 

R..E..Sm Frank H. Wusson: R-.E-. Sir, this is DO aere 
of my appointments. I have the pleasure and ie fe be - a 
the present Grand Captain General, Sir Thomas A. ih, 
office of Grand Generalissimo. ea 

He .. H a> W. Pootr: R-.E-.Sir, as a lowly ity’ 
Gina Te Tauuld like the privilege of seconding ui nomina. 
tion of my superior officer whom I consider a loyal friend. ; 

R..B..Srr Harotp 8. Crocker: You have done well, Sir. I 
declare the nominations closed. All in favor of Sir Knight Thomas 
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A. Booth as Grand Generalissimo say “aye.” Opposed? Sir 
Knight Booth, you have been unanimously elected Grand Gen- 
eralissimo. Do you accept? 


E..51r Tuomas A. Booru: R..E..Sir, I do and I want to thank 
the Sir Knights. I will continue to try to do my best. 


R-.E~.Srr Haroxp §. Crocker: Now may we have nominations 
for Grand Captain General. 


R-.E-.Sir Frank H. Winson: R..E-.Sir, I am now speaking 
for you. 


R..E..Srr Harorp 8. Crocker: Thank you. 


R-.E..Sm Frank H. Wiison: I have the honor to nominate 
one of your appointments for the office of Grand Captain General, 
that of Sir Knight Dwight C. Page of Worcester. 


R-.E..Sm Harorp 8. Crocker: You speak for me well. 


K-.Srr Jon W. Aporr: R..E-. Sir, I second the nomination 
of Sir Knight Dwight C. Page for the office of Grand Captain 
General of this Grand Commandery. I move that the nominations 
be closed and the election be by acclamation. 


R-.E..Sir Haroup §. Crocker: Any further nominations? I 
declare the nominations closed. All in favor of Sir Knight Dwight 
C. Page as Grand Captain General say “aye.” Opposed? I de- 
clare Sir Knight Dwight C. Page unanimously elected Grand Cap- 
tain General for the ensuing year. Sir Knight Page, foot and all, 
do you accept? 


E-.Sm Dwicur C. Pacu: R..E-. Sir, I shall always be very 
happy to serve this Grand Commandery in any way possible. I 


would like to thank the Sir Knights for their continued confidence 
and support. 


_R-.E..Smr Haron §. Crocker: Now may we have nomina- 
tions for the office of Grand Senior Warden. 


R..E..Sm Rosrrr Garpiner Witson, Jr.: Ro. E.. Sir, four 
years ago as Grand Commander it became my privilege to con- 
sider the possibilities of two outstanding Eminent Sir Knights. 
Believing as I do that the requirements of this militant Order re- 
quire aggressive leadership I choose as the first choice the man who 
was the outstanding Commander for the then outstanding Com- 
mandery for the previous year. I now take the opportunity of 
nominating — he now having reached the office of Grand Junior 


Warden — E..Sir Alfred C. Blake for the office of Grand Senior 
Warden. 


E-.Sir Franx B. Exits: R..E..Sir, as a member of that dis- 
tinguished Grand Warders group I second the nomination and I 
move you, Sir, that the nominations be closed and that he be 
elected by acclamation. 
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R.-.E..S1r Harorp 8. Crocker: Any further nominations? I 
declare the nominations closed. All in favor of Sir Knight Alfred 
C. Blake say “aye.” Any opposed? Sir Knight Blake, I declare 
you unanimously elected as Grand Senior Warden. Do you accept? 


E-.Srr Aurrep C. Brake: R..E~.Sir, I do and I want to ex- 
press my appreciation to all of the Eminent Sir Knights here for 
their confidence in me. I hope, and will certainly try, to justify 
that confidence. 


R..E..Sm Haroxp 8. Crocxsn: The next office to be filled will 
be that of Grand Junior Warden. Nominations are now in order. 


R..E..Srr A. Kenneta Martin: R..E-.Sir, it so happened 
that during my year my appointment passed on but Jack Hinds 
came along and made two appointments. Some time before he 
was taken he asked me if I would sponsor one of his candidates. 
Therefore, I am putting into nomination an Eminent Sir of 
De Molay Commandery, a man whose character and ses ae 
beyond reproach; a man who has worked well in Templary and has 
traveled the state and is liked by all Sir Knights. 


He will make an outstanding officer and it is a pleasure for _ 
to nominate Sir Knight Elliott N. Holley for the office of Gran 
Junior Warden. 


E..Srr Joun J. Mick: R..E..Sir, I would like to second that 
nomination. 


R..E..Sim Ropurr Garviner Wirson, Jr.: R *.B Sir, aes 
nomination for the preceding office I stated that it was my priv! ege 
to look around and notice two outstanding Templars from ue uF 
standing Commanderies. As I stated, I chose the next gus ak 
ing Commander from the next outstanding Commandery 0 4 
year and made a second appointment. In due course that fig bes 
reappointed by lovable Jack Hinds to whom reference I 7 aS 
been made; and in due time he was reappointed by R..E-. 
Fairbanks of Pilgrim Commandery. 


There having been efforts down through the years to eliminate 
the service of this Sir Knight, there have been efforts to (roo a 
Sir Knight. This year he would have received this particular 0 i : 
I took the trouble, as his original sponsor, and to tye my Ju es 
ment corroborated, to check the distorted stories of eek pleat 
ported done. Iam glad to state, for the record, to have oun oe 
99.99% incorrect. I therefore told him that this afternoon Pan 
be only too glad to nominate him this afternoon for this office to 
which he aspires. 


He has made two statements to me. The first was that sere 
were Eminent Sir Knights here today who would think that a 
was making an effort to break into the line and not assume ‘: e 
office to which he was entitled; and to him, with his love for 
Templary, he felt that he should not throw anything into the Con- 
clave that would bring anything other than harmony. 
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I comply with his request and yet I believe that this Grand 
Commandery line could gain more aggressive and militant leader- 
ship when I receive, after having submitted the request in writing, 
that out of only 24,000 Chapter Masons in Massachusetts less 
than half have become Templars in the Commonwealth; and al- 
though there are 5,100 in Rhode Island far less than half of them 
have become Knights in Rhode Island. So I greatly regret the 
failure to have the opportunity to keep in the Grand Commandery 
line that needed aggressive, militant leadership of which I speak. 


I refrain from nominating him, therefore, and second the nomi- 
nation, and move the nominations be closed, for that outstanding 
Templar, Elliott Holley, and move it be unanimous. 


R.. E..Srr Haroxp 8. Crocxur: Are there any further nomina- 
tions? I declare the nominations closed. All in favor of the elec- 
tion of Sir Knight Elliott Holley as Grand Junior Warden say 
“aye.” Opposed, “no.” I declare Sir Knight Elliott Holley unani- 
mously elected to the office of Grand Junior Warden. Sir Knight 
Holley, do you accept the election? 


E..$1r Exuiorr N. Houuey: R..E..Grand Commander, I do 
accept the nomination and would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Sir Knights of this Grand Commandery, each and every 
one of them, for the confidence they have placed in me and assure 
them that to the very best of my ability I will serve them in this 
office the very best I can. Again, Sir Knights, I thank you. 


R..E..Sir Harotp 8. Crocker: Do we have nominations for 
the office of Grand Treasurer? 


R-.E-.Sir Cuarzes F. Farrpanxs, 2nv.: R..E..Sir, it has 
been my privilege before — even though he may give out cigars 
so he can’t pay 334%, but one good turn deserves another — to 
again nominate R..H..Sir A. Kenneth Martin to the office of 
Grand Treasurer. 


R.. Sir Joun E. Rives: You don’t call those cigars do you? 


R..E-.Srr Harotp §. Crocknr: I declare the nominations 
closed. All in favor of the election of A. Kenneth Martin as 
Grand Treasurer say “aye.” Any opposed? I declare you unani- 
mously re-elected. Do you accept? 


R..B..Sm A. Kennera Martin: I do accept; and I would like 
to state publicly that the Brockton Savings Bank of Brockton is 
another good bank. 


R..E.. Sm Haroun 8. Crocker: We can agree on that without 
a vote. 


Nominations for Grand Recorder. 
E..S1r ALLAN Campsut, Jr.: R..E..Sir, as a lowly Past Com- 


mander I have the privilege to stand in the shoes of Charlie Pike 
and nominate the best Grand Recorder in the Grand Encampment 
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of the United States of America, and with that nomination that 
we give a vote of confidence to Sir Knight George A. Weeks, Grand 
Recorder of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. 


E..Sir Ratpa W. Copenann: R.. E.. Sir, I would like to second 
that and move that the nominations be closed and that the elec- 
tion be by acclamation. 

R..E..Srm Haroxp §. Crocker: Any further nominations? I 
declare the nominations closed. All those in favor of the election 
of R..E..Sir George A. Weeks as Grand Recorder together with 
a vote of confidence say “aye.” Any opposed, “no.” R..E..Sir, 
I declare you unanimously re-elected with a vote of confidence 
from the Fraters of your Grand Commandery. Do you accept? 


R..E..Sir Grorer A. Weexs: R..E-.Sir, I thank you and I 
will accept. 

R..E..Srr Joun E. Rives: R..E..Sir, I don’t know whether 
anybody has been planning to make this but due to the fact that 
you usually run this thing may I take the pleasure of nominating 
the present incumbent, E..Sir Archibald T. Meikle as Trustee of 
the Grand Fund. 

R..E..Sir Bengamin F. Downtna: Second. 

R-.E..Srr Haroup 8. Crocker: Any other nominations? If 
not, all in favor of Sir Knight Archibald T. Meikle as Trustee of 
the Grand Fund say “aye.” Any opposed, “no.” I declare him 
elected and, as he isn’t here, I will accept for him. 

Eminent Grand Commander, thank you for allowing me to run 
your election. If you will now assume the East and complete the 
work of the afternoon. 

Ture Granp Commanpen: R..E..Sir, if you will allow me to 
express my thanks to you for running the election we will be even. 

R..E.. Sm Haroxp §. Crocxsr: We are even. 

Tur Granp Commanper: R-.E..Sir elect, do you have your 
installing officers picked out? 

V..E..Sm Kenneta H. Earte: R-.E..Sir Ben Downing. 


Tur Granp Commanper: R.*. E..Sir Downing, will you assume 
the position of honor up here. R.".E...Sir Sprague, you are a part 
of the team as I understand it. 


(The officers assembled for the ceremony of installation.) 


R..E-.Sir Haroip W. Spracun: I present Sir Knight Kenneth 
H. Earle who has been duly elected Grand Commander for the 
ensuing year. 

R..E..Sir Bensamin F. Downrne: Sir Knights, attention! 
(R..E..Sir Benjamin F. Downing conferred the obligation on the 
Grand Commander elect.) 
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R..E..Sm Bensamin F. Downrna: Sir Knights, be seated. 


Now, R-.E~.Sir, allow me first to congratulate you and remind 
you that the Sir Knights present elevated you to the highest posi- 
tion within their power. I know that every Sir Knight in this 
Jurisdiction wishes you a most successful year and I would remind 
those of Grand Commandery today that your work and cooperation 
will mean as much in the success of the Templar year to come as 
the very fine efforts of your Commander whom you have chosen 
today. And now, a little late, I will invest you with the jewel of 
your office and conduct you to the East. If you have anything to 
say now is a good time and also to announce your appointments. 


Tue Granp Commanprr: R..E..Sirs, and Sir Knights. I 
want to most sincerely thank everyone here for electing me to this 
station. It doesn’t seem possible that I could have been in Com- 
mandery so many years and be inactive for the first fifteen years 
of them and then become as active as I have since 1940. Certainly 
when I joined my Commandery I never anticipated being its 
Commander and I didn’t even know there was a Grand Com- 
mandery. But I am here to do the very best I can only with 100% 


support of the 14,000 and some odd members of our Grand Com- 
mandery. 


I would first like to take this opportuni ir Kni 

¥ pportunity to thank Sir Knight 
el Su of the Guard, Morgan and all of the members of the escort 
who have come up here from Providence and I think have done an 
excellent job. Let’s give them a hand. 


‘ I also want to thank the Past Commanders of St. Johns who 
ave come up here today. Thank you, Eminent Sirs. 


ee Sir Bensamin F. Downine: Now, Right Eminent Sir, 
you will announce your Appointments for 1954-1955? 


(The Grand Commander announced his Appointments with the 
following comment.) 


Those of you who noticed that we stopped at the 7th Division 
we are operating on a seven division set-up this year. Eminent Sir 
Clark, for those of you who may not know it, had to drop out of 
line this year due to other commitments. We are sorry he had to 
make the move but he felt it was necessary. 


Thank you all. 


Now, R..E..Sir, if you will carry on with the installation. 
Following is a List of Officers elected, appointed and installed. 


Grand Commander, Kennetu H. Barue, 
216 Turks Head Building, Provid R. I. 
St. Johns Commandery No. 1, K. rT aii 
Deputy Grand Commander, Mortimer W. Schroeder 


46 W: a ss. 
Beauseant Commandery No. 4K. . > ay pita ag 
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Grand Generalissimo Tuomas A. Booru, 
163 Plymouth Street, New Bedford, Mass. 
Sutton Commandery No. 16, K. T. 


Grand Captain General, Dwicur C. Pacs, 
22 Alden Avenue, Shrewsbury, Mass 


Worcester County Commandery, No. 5, K. T. 


Grand Senior Warden, Aurrup C. BLAKE, : 
1109 Pemberton Building, Boston, Mass. 


Boston Commandery, No. 2, K. T. 


Grand Junior Warden, Exrarorr N. Houuey 11 Winn Street, Belmont, Mass. 
De Molay Commandery No. 7, K. T. 


Grand Prelate, Rev. FRANK B. CRANDALL, 
29 Winter Island Road, Salem, Mass. 
Athol Commandery No. 37, K. T. 


Associate Grand Prelates 


Rev. T. Freperick MarsHaLu 261 South Street, Wrentham, Mass. 
Cyprus Commandery No. 39, K. TD) , 
Rey. Oris L. Mason 777 Hicks Street, Fall River, Mass. 


Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery No. 25, K. T. 


Grand Treasurer, A. KENNETH MARTIN 96 Park Avenue, So. Weymouth 
South Shore Commandery No. 31, K. T. 


Grand Recorder, Georcr A, WEEKS, 
Room 205 Masonic Temple, 51 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 
St. Omer Commandery No. 21, K. T. 
Grand Standard Bearer, Cuarence E. Bootu, p 
15 Cotton Street, Leominster, Mass. 
Jerusalem Commandery No. 18, K. T. 


Grand Sword Bearer, Raymonv L. Haun, 
c/o Parker Co., 31 St. James Avenue, Boston, Mass. 


Bethany Commandery No. 17, K. T. 
Grand Warder, Wruu1am C. McCormick, 
: ; 28 Moorland Avenue, Cranston 5, R. I. 
St. Johns Commandery No. 1, K. T. 
Grand Captain of the Guard, Raymonp D. Dor pak Avenue, Belnonty Mes: 
St. Bernard Commandery No. 12, K. T. 

Grand Sentinel, CLARENCE R. Davis 
, fi 27 Kilgore Avenue, West Medford, Mass. 
De Molay Commandery No. 7, K.T. 

Division Commander — 6th Division, Wu1am F. West, 
84 Armington Street, Edgewood, R. I. 
Calvary Commandery No. 13, Kk. T. 
Division Commander — 7th Division, Louis A. BEAUDOIN, | ee. 
65 Austin Street, Newtonville, Mass. 
Gethsemane Commandery No. 35, K. T. 
Inspector Instructor, Crype L. Carter, 
20 Peacevale Road, Dorchester, Mass. 
St. Omer Commandery, No. 21, K. T. 
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COMMITTEES 1954-1955 


Trustees of the Grand Fund 
“.E ..Sir Harold 8. Crocker, 1955 
-.E ..Sir John E. Rines, 1956 
-.Sir Archibald T. Meikle, 1957 
-.E.. Kenneth H. Earle, ex-officio 
-.E..Sir A. Kenneth Martin, ez- 
officio 


aaa 


Jurisprudence 
E..Sir Louis L. Green, Chairman 
E..Sir Bert E. Holland 
E..Sir Whitfield Johnson 
E..Sir Winfield Temple 
ges Be Robert. Gardiner Wilson, 

Jr. 

Finance 
“Sir Leon L. Allen, Chairman, 1956 
«Sir Arthur R. Dorward, 1955 
-.Sir Howard A. Gray, 1957 


Educational 


E..Sir Clarence R. Davis, Chairman, 
1955 


E..Sir Raymond D. Douglass 

R..E..Sir Harold W. Sprague 

Sir S. Kenneth Skolfield 

E-.Sir Robert E. Powell 

R..E..Sir Kenneth H, Earle, ez- 
officio 

V-.E..Sir Mortimer W, Schroeder, 
ex-officio 

RaE Sir A. Kenneth Martin, ex- 
officio 

Charters and Dispensations 


R..E..Sir Harold 8, Crocker, Chair- 
man 


E 


“Sir George B. Sampson 
Sir Frank H. Wilson 


R..E- 


Credentials 
ir William Turner, Chairman 
Walter E. Furber 
r Harold L. Burr 
r Arthur E. Erickson 


Auditor for 1954-1955 
E «Sir Hurlbut L. Plummer 
Printing 
R..E..Sir Kenneth H. Earle, Chair- 


. 5 
Elliott N. Holl 
R..E..Sir George A. Weeks, ex-officio 


Deputy Grand Warders 


E..Sir Charles W. Gurdy 

E~.Sir Erford W. Poole 

E r John W, Abbott 

E..Sir Herman C. McStay 

E..Sir John J. Mick 

E..Sir John F, Widlund 

E..Sir Edward F. Gogan 

E r T. Legare Fenn 

E...Sir William H. Blaney 

E..Sir Gerald F. D. Reichley 
Inspection and Tactics 

R-.E-.Sir Kenneth H. Earle, Chair- 

man 

R..E..Sir George A. Weeks 

I... Sir Prescott W. Katon 

E..Sir William A. Odell 

E..Sir Everett B. Byles 


New Membership and Publicity 
R..E..Sir Frank H. Wilson, Chair- 
man 
-.Sir Alfred C. Blake 
Sir Elliott N. Holley 
r Clarence E. Booth 
r Raymond L. Hall 
r Ravmond D. Douglass 
ir William F. West 
E..Sir Louis A. Beaudoin 
Sir Kt. Harvey Leggee 


Triennial 
R..E..Sir Kenneth H. Earle, Chair- 
man 
V-.E..Sir Mortimer W. Schroeder 
i ..Sir Thomas A. Booth 


-.Sir Dwight C. Page 
R..E..Sir Harold W. Sprague 


R..E “Sir George A. Weeks 
R.E r Frank H. Wilson | 
RE r Benjamin F. Downing 
R-.E.Sir A. Kenneth Martin, 


7, 


surer 


Patriotic Activities 
V ..E “Sir Mortimer W. Schroeder 
All Division Commanders 


York Rite Committee of Mass. 
“EB ..Sir Frank H. Wilson 
.E..Sir George A. Weeks 

f .Sir Clarence Fe. Booth 


Social Activities 
iding Council Club, East- 
ern Massachusetts, Knights Tem- 
plars Officers’ Association of Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massa- 
chusetts. 

Past Commanders’ Association. 


The Pre 
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Necrology 


ay Oe Frank B. Crandall, E--Sir Herbert A. Lang 


Sir Kt. Rev. T. Frederick Marshall Sir Edward F, Norton 
If ..Sir Rev. Otis L. Mason E..Sir J. Leroy Jones 


Social Extension Representatives 


Christmas Offering and Good Cheer 
R..E..Sir George A. Weeks, Chair- 
man 


E..Sir Donald W. Kenneth Public Relations ; 
E..Sir Herbert Y. Follett The Grand Warders’ Association 
E ..Sir Colin Sharp 

Te «.Sir John W. Tiplady 


(R.. E-.Sir Harold W. Sprague makes the Official Proclamation) 
R..E..Sir Bensamin F. Downine: Thank you, Harold. 


ce thi rtunity to thank 
Tur Granp CoMMANDER: May I take this opportunity to hanl 
R-.E..Sir Ben Downing and R..B-.Sir Harold Sprague for this 
ceremony. 


i i i f Woon- 

May I call attention to the fact that the inspection o! 1 

wot Cane has been changed to February 15th. That is 
the only change on the set to the best of my knowledge. 


cermameca f f 
Of course, this Triennial in New York next August will be one 0! 
the big things we are going to attend. We are going to try te ons 
crowd out for that and now that I have scanned pee - 
itinerary I will just highlight it for you. Leave here ae oS a 
Sunday, on the Bay State and staying through Thurs ay, se 
a room; coach fare round trip each $42.50; family plan, hus . 
and wife, two in a room, is $80.25. However, if there are two ee ea 
men the rate is different. You had better take your wife and s 
$4.75. - 
In addition, I asked to have the agency try to ee da 
of finding out some plan for those of us who oiett i ce glee 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The most logical tr ip nt sete 
of is getting on the train Thursday afternoon for two ie 
hour trip to the Poconos; staying there Friday = Sime in 
leaving Sunday, arriving late in the afternoon in Pee bee an a 
getting back to Boston late in the evening. The a an10 atte 
the Poconos and Delaware Water Gap, including Warsper ee 
by train, hotel accommodations, including a good room wi 
beds and bath, American plan, $68.00 for each person. 


I am just, handing these out so you will have some = —_ 
may be available. I hope sometime during the next month t) ae 
will be able to get this more concrete. One of the agencl oes 
rooms already reserved in a hotel and I presume this agency 
also. 


. eur? 
Is there anything else to come before this Grand Commandery? 
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Tue Granp Commanprr: R..E..Sir Kennedy, do you have a 
duty to perform? 


R..E..Sir Freperic Kennepy: I believe so. With your per- 
mission, R.. E..Sir, I will ask the Junior Past Grand Commander 
to step down on the floor. 


Harrie, welcome to the hasbeens but it is better to have been a 
hasbeen than a neverwas. I am not of the same profession as one 
of our distinguished guests who is here today from Connecticut. 
Neither am I a man of Cloth. But yet a part of these duties that 
I have to perform at the present moment could conceivably come 
under the head of the performance of the last rites. I have been 
asked to present to you, that you may be properly dressed — be- 
cause you have got to take those shoulder boards off quite soon 
now and hand them over to your successor — I have been asked to 
present you with a pair of Past Grand Commander’s shoulder 
straps and also a medallion for your chapeau and that will bring 
you pretty much up to date with one exception. I see you are only 
wearing one jewel at the present time and you are entitled to one 
more at least from this Grand Commandery. Harrie, it is indeed 
a pleasure and a privilege for me, on behalf of Grand Commandery, 
to present and pin on your coat this Past Grand Commander’s 
Jewel that you may have tangible evidence that you also have 
served. This jewel, I think, will mean quite a great deal to you, 
more than its intrinsic value, because it was formerly worn by one 
of our late Past Grand Commanders, a man from your own state, 
R..E..Sir Norris Abbott, and it has been turned over to you for 
you to wear. I hope, Harrie, that you will get a great deal of 
pleasure and enjoyment out of it. I know you will and I know you 
will especially treasure it coming from one of your own, you might 
say. Congratulations, Harrie, and I owe you a debt of gratitude 
for taking me out of the position of Junior Past. 


R..B-.Sim Harrm M! Tarr: I thank you and I thank the 
Grand Commandery for the shoulder straps and medallion. I 
thank them for this jewel from Norris Abbot and his son. They 
asked me if I wouldn’t like to have it. I thank you, Fred, for your 
being the one to present it to me. I thank everybody in Grand 
Commandery. I soon will be dressed up, Ken. 


Tur GRranp Commanper: I would like to say that Olivet Com- 
mandery is not putting on the Church service this year. I have 
received a communication from them and they frankly state they 


will not try it. I do hope the service can be continued and we will 
have to arrange it later on in the season. 


One of the men who carries on at many of the inspections and 
one of the unsung heroes is Harry Rodgers. Let’s give him a hand. 


Any other business to come before this Annual Conclave? 
R-.E..Smr Guorcr A. Weuxs: R..E..Grand Commander, I 
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think there is one item. There are two dates available for the An- 
nual Conclave in 1955. You can hold it on Saturday, October 29, 
or the next date which would be open would be Monday, Octo- 
ber 31. These two days are available. 


r, today there are 46 Com- 
ards and 6 proxies making 


Sm Witiiam Turner: Re. Ee. 
manderies represented by 237 signed ¢ 
a total of 243. 


Trt Granp Commanrr: Thank you, Sir. 


Tur Granp Commanpen: Sir Knights, Attention! Eminent 
Grand Prelate, you will lead our devotions. 


Rev. and ..Srr Frank B. Cranpaun: May the Lord bless you 
and keep you: The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
unto you: The Lord lift up His countenance and give you peace 
forever more. Amen. 


Trt Granp Commanprr: Sir Knights, recover. 


Tur Graxp Commanper: I now declare the 151st Annual rae 
clave of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Ls 
Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island adjourned. 


The 151st Conclave adjourned at 3:45 P.M. 


Courteously yours, 
GEORGE A. WEEKS, 
Grand Recorder 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 
AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND 
205 Masonic Temple, 51. Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 


November 10, 1953 
Orrictan Circuar No, 1 
Sertms 1953-1954 
ORGANIZATION FOR 1953-1954 
Grand Commander, Harrie M. Tarr, 20 Frankfort St., Providence, R. I 
Calvary Commandery No. 13, K. T. 
Deputy Grand Commander, Kunnera H. EARve 
216 Turks Head Building, Providence, R. I. 
St. Johns Commandery No. 1, K. T. 
Grand Generalissimo, Mortimer W. ScuRroeper, 
46 Warren St., Mverett, Mass. 
Beauseant Commandery No. 41, K. T. 
Grand Captain General, Tuomas A. Boort, 
163 Plymouth St., New Bedford, Mass. 
Sutton Commandery No. 16, K. T. 
Grand Senior Warden, Dwicur C. Pace, 87-14 Park Ave., Worcester, Mass. 
Worcester County Commandery No. 5, K. 'T. 
Grand Junior Warden, Aurrep C. BuaKn, 
1109 Pemberton Building, Boston, Mass. 
Boston Commandery No. 2, K. T. 
Grand Prelates 
Rey. Lurunr L. WELLER, 22 Taft Avenue, Lexington, Mass. 
Coeur de Lion Commandery No. 34, Ix. T. 
Rev. Frank B. CRANDALL, 25 Winter Island Road, Salem, Mass 
Athol Commandery No. 37, Kx. 'T. 
Associate Grand Prelates 


Rev. T. Freperick Marsnaun, 261 South Strect, Wrentham, Mass. 
Cyprus Commandery No, 39, K.'T. 
Rev. Orts L. Mason, 777 Hicks Street, Fall River, Mass. 


Godfrey de’Bouillon Commandery No, 25, Ix. T. 
Grand Treasurer, A. Kunnwrn Martin, 
96 Park Avenue, South Weymouth, Mass. 
South Shore Commandery No. SLT. 
Grand Recorder, Guorncs A. Waex 3, 
Room 205 Masonic Temple, 51 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass, 
St. Omer Commandery No. 21, K. T. 
Grand Standard Bearer, Basso N. Tlouury, 
11 Winn Street, Belmont, Mass. 
De Molay Commandery No, a ie hee 
Grand Sword Bearer, Cuanunce E. Booru, 
15 Cotton Street, Leominster, Mass. 
Jerusalem Commandery No. 19, kK. 'T 
Grand Warder, James B. Henry, 350 Orms Street, Providence, R. I. 
Calvary Commandery No. 13, IK. T. 
Grand Captain of the Guard, Raymonp LL. TTaun, 


87 High Street, Andover, Mass. 
Bethany Commandery No. 17, K. T. 


Grand Sentinel, Cuarence R. Davis, 


27 Kilgore Avenue, West Medford, Mass. 
De Molay Commandery No. 7, K. T. 


114 


Division Commander — 6th Division, WiuatAM F, Crark 
ai 660 Belmont Street, Watertown, Mass. 
Cambridge Commandery No. 42, K. T. 


Division Commander — 7th Division Raymonp D. Dovaiass 
18 Oak Avenue, Belmont, Mass. 


St. Bernard Commandery No. 12, K. T. 


Division Commander — 8th Division, Wiuu1am F. West 
84 Armington Street, Edgewood, R. I. 


Calvary Commandery No, 18, K. T. 


Inspector Instructor, Cuype L. CARTER a) Pencevale Read) Dorchester, Mase: 
St. Omer Commandery No. 21, K. T. 


COMMITTEES 1953-1954 


Trustees of the Grand Fund 


“Sir Harrie M. Taft, ex-officio 


RAB 
officio 


I .Sir Archibald T. Meikle, 1954 


ir A, Kenneth Martin, ex- 


RE ..Sir Harold S$. Crocker, 1955 
RE ..Sir John 1. Rines, 1956 


Jurisprudence 

» Green, Chairman 
Holland 

ir Whitfield Johnson 

ir Winfield Temple 

W..Sir Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr. 


Finance 
1... Sir Leon L. Allen, Chairman, 1956 
i ..Sir Arthur R. Dorward, 1955 
Ii ..Sir Howard A. Gray, 1954 


Educational 

Ii..Sir Clarence R. Davis, Chair- 

man, 1955 
I ..Sir Frank B. Ells 

“Sir Raymond D. Douglass 
ir Harold W. Sprague 
<enneth Skolfield 
ir Harrie M. Taft, ex-officio 
Sir Kenneth H. Earle, ex- 


0 
R..E..Sir A. Kenneth Martin, ex- 
officio 


Charters and Dispensations 
I ..1..Sir Harold 8S. Crocker, Chair- 
man 
R..E..Sir George B. Sampson 
Ret ir Frank H. Wilson 
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Deputy Grand Warders 
a ..Sir Ja B. Henry i 
ar Willia m C. McCormick 
r Charles W. Gurdy 
r Erford We Pools 
r John W. 01 
Sir Herman C, McStay 
Sir John J. Mick 


0. Sir John F. Widlund 
1)... Sir Edward F. Gogan 
E..Sir Murray KX, Worden 
1..Sir T. Legare Fenn 
f..Sir Arthur E. Erickson 


Inspection and Tactics ; 
«Sir Harrie M. Taft, Chairman 
Sir George A. Weeks 


r William A. Odell 

Sir Everett B. Byles 
New Membership and Publicity 
R..B..Sir Frank HW. Wilson, Chatr- 
ne 

10) ast Dwight C. Page 
Sir Alfred C, Blake 
“Sir Elliott N. Holley 
Sir Clarence BE. Booth 
ir Raymond L. Hall 
Sir William F. Clark 


Triennial ; 
Bs. Sir Harrie M. Taft Chairman 
cB sit Kenneth i, Earle 
Sir Mortimer W. Schroeder 
E Sir Thomas A. Booth 


“13... Sir Harold W. Sprague 
Re i r George A. Weeks 
R.-.B..Sir Frank H. Wilson 


“Js ..Sir Frederic Kennedy 
¢ Rg) ios Sir ‘A. Kennth Martin, Treas- 


Credentials 
ir William Turner, Chairman 
“Sir Walter E. Furber 
ir Harold L. Burr 
ir Arthur E. Erickson 


loletcolc) 


Auditor for 1953-1954 


E..Sir Hurlbut L. Plummer 
Printing 
R-.E ~.Sir Harrie M. Taft, Chairman 
¥: ir Kenneth H. Earle 
E..Sir Charles W. Pike 
R-.E~.Sir George A. Weeks, ex- 
officio 

Foreign Correspondence 

E..Sir Clyde L. Carter 


Necrology 
«Sir Frank B. Crandall, Chairman 


“Sir Rev. T. Frederick Marshall 
-. Sir Rev. Otis L. Mason 


BES 


Christmas Offering and Good Cheer 
R..E..Sir George A. Weeks, Chatr- 
man 
E..Sir Donald W. Kenneth 
E..Sir Herbert Y. Follett 
ir William H. Miller 
Eo ..Sir Leslie V. Richards 


ATrEstT: 
GEORGE A. WEEKS 
Grand Recorder 


Patriotic Activities 
’ Kenneth H. Earle 
Division Commanders 


Social Activities 
The Presiding Council Club, Kast- 
ern Massachusetts, Knights Tem- 
plars Officers’ Association of Rhode 
Island and Southeastern Massachu- 
setts. 
Past Commanders’ Association. 


Social Extension Representatives 
E..Sir Herbert A. Lang 


Public Relations 
The Grand Warders’ Association 
E..Sir Edward F. Norton 


Courteously yours, 
HARRIE M. TAFT 
Grand Commander 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS 'TEMPLARS 
AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND 


ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING AND GOOD CHEER 


COMMITTER 


Re. 1 
Em. Sir Donaup W. 
Eu. Sm Herserr Y. 


Sir Georan A. Wrrxs, Chairman 


Ea. Sir Winntam A. Mier 
Eu. Sir Lusi V, Ricnarps 
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Boston, November 2, 1953 


“Nowtherefore, I pray thee, Sa my ae rey oe 
and turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord. 
4 , I Samuel 15:25 


OrriciaL OrpER No. 1 
Suries 1953-1954 


To the Eminent Commanders, Officers and Sir Knights of this 
Grand Jurisdiction: 


Greetings: 
Once again the Christmas Season draws near and our thoughts 


at this time turn to the relief of our distressed Fraters and their 
families. 


It has been the custom in years past, during the Christmas 
Season, for the Sir Knights to contribute to a Christmas Fund 
within their own Commanderies. This Fund to be expended 
in its entirety, under the direction of the Eminent Commander, 
for the purpose of bringing happiness and cheer into the hearts 
and homes of other less fortunate than ourselves. When your needy 
members are taken care of, it will be in order to extend this assist- 
ance outside your ranks, with preference to families where there 
are children. 


“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are of the household of 
faith.’’ — Galatians 6-10 


Let each Sir Knight make his donation to this worthy cause and, 
if financially able, contribute at least $1.00 (or as muchas his ta 
will allow), to his Commandery Christmas Fund which may be 
enclosed in the return envelope for your convenience. The heart- 
felt thanks and appreciation of the grateful recipients will be your 
personal satisfaction and reward. 


This Official Order is to be read at the head of the lines . ie 
Conclave immediately following its receipt and ue Stes S Te 
ported to me on forms furnished by Grand Commandery. 


i is Gre andery 
Given under my hand and the seal of this Grand Commandery 
on the first day of November, nineteen hundred fifty-two, A.O. 835. 


Courteously yours, 


HARRIE M. TAFT, 
ATTEST: Grand Commander 
GEORGE A. WEEKS, 
Grand Recorder. 
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December 18, 1953 
OrrictaL OrpER No. 2 
Series 1953-1954 


To the Eminent Commanders, Officers and Sir Knights of this 
Grand Jurisdiction 


Greetings: 
At Inspections, all Officers must be (active or honorary) members 


of the Commandery inspected, unless an emergency shall arise — 
this to be determined by the Inspecting Officer. 


All suggestions on any subject pertaining to the interpretation 
of Ritual must be referred to the Grand Commandery Officer 
where the Master Ritual is on file. 


_ Re: PROXY VOTING — ARTICLE IV, Section 4, Constitu- 
tion and Regulations of the Grand Commandery K.T. and the 
Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


“The Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captain Generals for 
the time being, of Commanderies under this Jurisdiction, who may 
be unable to attend the Conclaves of Grand Commandery in per- 
son, shall have the power to appoint a Proxy, who shall be a mem- 
ber of the same Commandery. Said Proxy shall be entitled to all 
the rights and privileges of his constituent except that of taking 
his rank in Grand Commandery. Said Proxy must, at the time of 
his service, present a properly authenticated certificate of his ap- 
pointment, and shall not by virtue of his delegated authority be- 
come a member of Grand Commandery.” 


This Official Order is to be read at the Head of the Lines at the 
Conclave immediately following its receipt. 


Given under my hand, and the seal of this Grand Commandery, 
he ae ae day of December, nineteen hundred and fifty-three, 


Courtesously yours, 


HARRIE M. TAFT, 


Grand Commander 
ATTEST: 


GEORGE A. WEEKS, 
Grand Recorder. 


REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE ON CHRISTMAS OFFERING AND 
GOOD CHEER 
COMMITTEE 
R..E..Srr Groras A. Wurxs, Chairman 
Em. Srr Donatp W. Kenneru Em. Sr Wintiam H. Miner 
Em. Sir Herpert Y. Fouuerr En. Sir Lesuie V. Ricnarps 
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Boston, Mass., April 1, 1954, A.O. 836 


OrrictaL OrpER No. 3 
Sprres 1953-1954 


To the Eminent Commanders, Officers and Sir Knights of this 
Grand Jurisdiction. 
Greetings: 

The contributions made by the various Commanderies for the 
1953 Christmas Offering and Good Cheer Fund is gratifying but 
not. up to our expectations, which shows that many of our Sir 
Knights are reluctant to lend a helping hand to their less fortunate 
brothers. 

Each Commander will recall the charge in his Installation: “You 
will distribute alms to the poor, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
bind the wounds of the afflicted and inculcate the duties of charity 
and hospitality.” Each Commander has faithfully performed his 
duty with the amount donated by the Sir Knights of his Com- 
mandery, and they have sent in many fine comments which they 
received from the recipients, for the Christmas gifts made to them, 
showing that many feel that, although they may be bed-ridden or 
infirm, there is still a spirit of Christmas through the donations of 
the Sir Knights of their Commandery. 


Forty-eight Commanderies contributed a total this year of 
$8,712.47 which is $385.33 less than last year, although we had 
an increase of 185 Sir Knights in our membership. Many Com- 
manderies did not avail themselves of Orrrctan OrpER No. 1, issued 
on November 2, 1953— Annual Christmas and Good Cheer 
Offering — which is a direct appeal from the Grand Commander 
to the Sir Knights of our jurisdiction to contribute to this worthy 
cause. 


“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of 
Saith.”” — Galatians 6-10. 


SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS 


$5,768.24 
4,973.75 


4,217.04 


$1944. eee eee 5,732.60 


1945.00.00. csc 6,033.19 
TOAG a insaser ronene overs 6,699.20 
LOAF nu savea same once 4 6,820.59 
OAS» 5 sisgin sirsiee danse 7,253.27 
1949... cle, 7,669.24 
QB D 6 steataan aaron 5 7,912.75 
UGE Leo set & setae asacaes 8,431.52 
1952.0... 9,097.80 
TDS Bossa & son ssens « ee 8,712.47 


$135,416.40 


It is my order that this communication be read at the next 
Conclave following its receipt and spread upon the records. 


Given under my hand and the Seal of this Grand Commandery 
on this first day of April, 1954, A.O. 836. 


Courteously yours 
¥ , 


HARRIE M. TAFT 


Grand Commander 
ATTEST:? 


GEORGE A. WEEKS, 
Grand Recorder. 


August 5, 1954 
Orriciat OrpER No. 4 


Serres 1953-1954 


To the Grand Commandery Officers, Eminent Commanders and 
Recorders: 


Sir Knights: 


Jt is the unanimous opinion of your Tactics Committee that the 
following changes should be made in our Tactics on Pages 104 and 


105. These changes are made to clarify the two words IV TIERCE 
and IN QUARTE. 


CUTS OR PARRIES 


In giving the cuts, first take the position of guard; keep the feet 
at right angles and look into the eyes of the Knight opposite, who 
should be two paces distant. The flats of the blades should be 
crossed about 10 inches from the points. The cuts should be given 
with spirit, the swords clashing sharply. The edge is away from 
the body at Carry Swords and the back is against the shoulder at 
Carry Swords. 

(One) Raise and fully extend the arm, turning the hand IN 
TIERCE (back of hand up), the wrist well above the head, the 
edge of the sword up, the blade in prolongation of the arm, and 
engage the sword of the Knight opposite on the left side. 
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(Two) Disengage the sword by a circular movement left to 
right, the hand IN QUARTE (palm up), the edge of the sword 
down, the hand well above the head, and engage the sword of the 
Knight opposite on the right side, crossing the blades as before. 


(Three) Disengage the sword by a circular movement right to 
left. and downward, engage the sword of the Knight opposite on the 
left side, the hand IN TIERCE (back of hand up), the edge up, 
the blade in prolongation of the arm, and cross blades as before. 


(Four) Come directly to the position of PARRY (first cut). 


1. CARRY, 2. SWORDS. Resume the position of Carry 
Swords. 


TO FORM ARCH OF STEEL 


The Knights being formed in two lines, about two paces apart 
and facing inward, at Carry Swords. 


FORM ARCH OF STEEL, 1. CROSS: 2. SWORDS. 
(One) Execute Present Swords. 


right 
Two) Turn on the left heel square to the left and plant the rig 

tans awe 12 inches to the front, feet at right angles, the wie 
resting mostly on the right foot, shoulders oblique to the Sey oe 
the same time Cross Swords with the Knight opposite, the ! aye 
the blades together on the left side and crossing a She 
from the points, right hand IN TIERCE (back of 7 es ae 
edge upward, the right arm fully extended, the wrist ve sl pe = 
head, the blade in prolongation of the arm. The left hand re: 
and steadies the scabbard. 


1. CARRY, 2. SWORDS. Resume the position of Carry 
Swords. . 
The above changes are to become effective upon receipt of this 
order. ' 
Signed: : 
HARRIE M. TAFT, Chairman, 
Grand Commander. 
ATTEST: 
GEORGE A. WEEKS, 
Grand Recorder. 


Nore: Stickers will be mailed when ready 


Orriciau Lerrer No. 1 

Srrinms 1953-1954 

To Eminent Commanders: ‘ 
At the close of this month (January) we will be half way throug 

our membership statistical year. It will be well at this ist ~ 

point to check up and find for Grand Commandery as a whole ju 

where we stand insofar as net gains are concerned. 
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From our Commandery notices we pick off the number of new 
petitions each month and send out reports to every Commandery 
showing the relationship of new petitions to the “petition” quota. 
However, we know very little through the year as to losses due to 
demits and suspensions. At the close of the year we too often find 
that the losses exceed the number of knightings, with the result 
that we show a net loss in the membership of 2 Commandery. 


For the purpose of helping you follow your membership trend 
for the rest of the year, I am assigning to each Commandery a 
“net gain” quota as per the list attached. After you determine your 
standing for the 5 months ending January 31, 1954, will you please 
follow the same procedure each month so that you will know how 


much of a net gain you can contribute to Grand Commandery dur- 
ing my year. 


Please compute your membership standing below and return to 
me by February 15, 1954. 


Courteously yours, 


HARRIE M. TAFT, Grand Commander. 
January 23, 1954 


Harrie M. Taft, Grand Commander 
20 Frankfort St., Providence 7,R.1. 


MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS AS OF JANUARY 31, 1954 


Total Membership as of August 31, 1953 
Gains (5 months) 


Losses (5 months) 


Knighted Deaths 
Affiliated Demits 
Reinstated Suspensions ................ 


Total Gains Total Losses 


Net Gain or 
Net Loss 


Total membership as of January 31, 1954 


Signed 


Recorder 


Commander 


October 20, 1953 
OrriciAL Lerrer No. 2 
Serres 1952-1953 


To the Grand Commandery Officers, Eminent Commanders and Re- 
corders: 


Sir Knights: ; A 
At a special meeting of the Tactics Committee, it was unanl- 


mously voted to make the following changes in our Tactics on 
Pages 76, 78 and 81: 


Page 76, after line &: seit 
CpGd: (dra swd) (commands) Tri Gd. Fall in: Right, Dress; 
ots a ie Draw Swords, Twos Left, March; (Cap- 
tain of the Guard marches on right of leading twos, and | 
West is reached), (commands) Column Right, ae oo 
when opposite base of Tri) Column Right, March; (and w! 
three paces from Tri) Form Triangle, March. 


Page 78, after line 13: 
C.; (Rises, carries sword, and inquires), S (S W and JW 
swd salute, C sword salute), whm———chge? 


As Commander says “in chge’”’ Knights at. Triangle will arise 
and come to “carry swords.” 


Then S W will answer Pil Pen, 
swd sal, C swd sal). 


Page 81, after line 16: ere 
aa dy ne n 
When Wardens and Pilgrim have passed Junior Warden s 
station, on way to foot of lines, Knights ce ar 
move Triangle (preferably to a point near candidate’s 
and then snuff candles. 


Commander will stand fast until Triangle has been re 
SW and JW will stop about two paces from foot of lines. 


hs Fth (SW and JW 


The above changes are to become effective upon receipt of 
this Order. 
Signed, 
FREDERIC KENNEDY, Chairman 
GEORGE A. WEEKS 
CLARENCE R. DAVIS 
JOSEPH E. BURT 
EIGNAR RINGQUIST 


Norte: Stickers will be mailed when ready. 


123 


February 17, 1954 
Orriciau Lerrer No. 3 
Serres 1954-1955 


RE: EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
Greetings: 


The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America will conduct the 24th ANNUAL KNIGHTS 
TEMPLAR EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE in Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery, located directly across the Potomac River in 
Virginia, opposite the District of Columbia on EASTER SUNDAY 
MORNING, APRIL 18, 1954. The assembly in full Templar 
uniform will begin at 7:00 a.m. sharp at the West Gate of the 
Cemetery (near Ft. Myer). The lines will move promptly at 
7:10 a.m. for the short march to the Amphitheatre. 


The ceremony of laying the traditional Cross of Lilies at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier will conclude the service. Music 
will be furnished by the U. S. Marine Band and arrangements are 
being made to have the service broadcast or televised on a nation- 
wide network. The address on this occasion will be delivered by 
the Rev. E. Robert Chable, Eminent Grand Prelate, Grand Com- 
mandery K.T. of the State of New York. 


A very cordial invitation is extended to you to participate and 
the Committee especially requests that you give this invitation all pos- 
sible publicity in your Commandery. Reserved seats will be pro- 
vided for those accompanying you, not in uniform, upon request. 


After the service (about 9 A.M.) the Grand Commandery of the 
District. of Columbia will sponsor a breakfast at the Washington 
Hotel, 15th and F Street, N.W., Washington, D. C., for the Sir 
Knights and their ladies. Tickets for this breakfast are $2.00 each, 
and we shall be glad to furnish you with tickets if you will send 
your request to this Grand Commandery Office. 


Our Grand Recorder, R.E. Sir George A. Weeks, will be happy 
to assist you in making room reservations, and he will obtain the 
breakfast tickets too, but he should be contacted as quickly as pos- 


sible. Hotel reservations are at a premium, in Washington, during 
the Easter Holiday. 


Grand Commandery Office will be pleased to render any assist- 
ance possible to you and your party. 


Courteously yours, 
HARRIE M. TAFT, 
Grand Commander 
HMT/df 
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ADDENDA 


Precepencre or Granp CommaNnperiEs Basep Upon THE Dare 
or THEIR RESPECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS 


PENNSYLVANIA . April 12, 1854 


1. MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND .......... May 6, 1805 
2. NEW YORK . 1814 
3. VIRGINIA ... 1823 
4. VERMONT 1824 
5. NEW HAMPSHIRE 1826 
6. CONNECTICUT . ais . 18, 1827 
7. OHIO ae 1843 
Si TENCE yas gco sceraumseinnsis cin tenctiosiarsions senieeie ea eaeate's . 1847 
9. MAINE ....... ..-May 5, 1852 
10. 

11, INDIANA ....... «May 16, 1854 
AB. (TERA: ssi arcwsarvsiaren awa ava oie Sie GNSS Ha aye. KCRMIreiACAL A Jan. 18, 1855 
13. MISSISSIPPI ..... sibshss eensinioane ote wranatounciua econ no: woe He SRST Jan. 21, 1857 


14. MICHIGAN .. 
15. ILLINOIS . 
16. CALIFORNIA 
17. TENNESSEE .. 
18. WISCONSIN ... 
19. NEW JERSEY 
20. GEORGIA 


.April 7, 1857 
...Oct. 27, 1857 
. Aug. 10, 1858 
.Oct. 12, 1859 
-Oct. 20, 1859 
.Feb. 14, 1860 
April 25, 1860 


21, MISSOURI . 1800 
22, ALABAMA ... pope 
23, LOUISIANA ........--.-.. ies 
24, IOWA ....... ; 1364 
25, MINNESOTA Oct, 23, 1865 
26. KANSAS ........ -Dec. 29, 1868 


27. MARYLAND 
28. NEBRASKA . 
29. ARKANSAS ... Mar. 23, 1872 
30. WEST VIRGINIA . Feb. 25, 1874 
31, COLORADO ......... -Mar. 14, 1876 
32. NORTH CAROLINA -May 10, 1881 
33. SOUTH DAKOTA .. .May 14, 1884 
34, OREGON ......... easy aaeaeieen mae April 13, 1887 
Bbc WABEINGTON wecmnsnanaawcianisen eeua oeen ania 3 June 2, 1887 
36. WYOMING .. ..Mar. 7, 1888 
37. MONTANA a ...May 14, 1888 
38. NORTH DAKOTA ...June 16, 1890 
39. ARIZONA ....... -Nov. 16, 1893 


ig hiecexaraene atavansse init .Aug. 15, 1895 


.Jan. 23, 1871 
-Dec. 27, 1871 


41,*INDIAN TERRITORY ....... Dee. 27, 1895 
42, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA .Jan. 14, 1896 
43.*OKLAHOMA ...........006 ‘ .Feb. 10, 1896 
44, NEW MEXICO ......... Aug. 21, 1901 
45. IDAHO .......... Aug. 31, 1904 


46. SOUTH CAROLINA .. «Mar. 25, 1907 


AP, WEAI  vscseaamamsc April 20, 1910 
48, NEVADA ..... SReRERATRES ae eee eo iiais April 15, 1918 


("Consolidated October 6, 1911, as ‘the Grand Commandery of Oklahoma.) 
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OFFICERS OF THE 


GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 
of the 
United States of America 


1952-1955 


WILLIAM CATRON GORDON....... M..E..Grand Master 
P.O. Box 432, MarsHatn, Missouri 


WALTER ALLEN DELAMATER .. . R..E.*.Deputy Grand Master 


12 Center St., RumveBeck, New YorK 


LOUIS HENRY WIEBER ...... R..E..Grand Generalissimo 
1253 Terminal Tower Bldg., CLEVELAND, OHIO 


PAUL MILLER MOORE....... R..E «Grand Captain General 
112 Station St., Antquippa, PENNSYLVANIA 


ANSEL ALVA PACKARD ...... R..E..Grand Senior Warden 
209 Court St., MippLeTown, CoNNECTICUT 


C. VERNON EDDY ......... R..E..Grand Junior Warden 


P.O. Box 58, WincHESTER, VIRGINIA 


VERY REV. CHESTER B. EMERSON, D.D. . 2..E..Grand Prelate 
2021 East 22nd St., CLEVELAND, OHIO 
ARTHUR L. LEE . R..E «.Grand Treasurer 


161 Normal Rd., Jamartca, Lone Istanp 


JOHN TEMPLE RICE ..........- M ..E..Grand Recorder 
Suite 1733, 14 East Jackson Boulevard, Curcaco 4, Inuinors 
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CONSTITUENT COMMANDERIES 


Name oF Location oF Dare or Sratap |Evection INSTALLA- 
Comaanpery | No. CommanDErY Cuarrer | Concrave 7 TION 
Orricers 
St. Johns 1 | Providence, R. I Oct. 7, 1805 | Ist Mon. June Oct. Oct. 
joston 2 | Boston, Mass. 1806 | 3rd Wed. | Sept. Sept. Sept. 
Newburypi 3 | Newburyport, 1808 | 3rd Thurs. | June Sept. Sept. 
Washington. 4 | Newport, R. I 1814 | 8rd Wed. | June June June 
Worcester Co 5 | Worcester, Mas: 7, 1824 | Ist Thurs. | June June June 
Springfield. 6 | Springfield, Mass. June 19, 1826 | Ist Mon. June June June 
De Molay.’. 7 | Boston, Mass........ Oct. 10, 1848 | 4th Wed. | June Sept. Sept. 
Holy Sepuic 8 | Pawtucket, R.I...... 3rd Fri. June June June 
Pilgrim. 9 | Lowell, Mass. 4th Wed. | Sept. Sept. Sept. 
Palestine Chelsea, Mass. 2nd Wed. | May May May 
Milford Milford, Mass. 2... 2 4th Tues. | June June June 
St. Bernai Boston, Mass... 2... 2nd Wed. | May May May 
Calvary. Providence, R. I.. 3rd Tues. | June Sept. Sept. 
Haverhill Haverhill, Mass... 2nd Tues. | June June June 
Abington, Mass.. 4th Mon. | June June Sept. 
New Bedford, Mass...] Mar. 4, 1864 | Ist Thurs. | June Sept. Sept. 
Lawrence, Mass......] June 1, 1864 | Last Mon.| May May Sept. 
Winslow Lev Salem, Mass......... Mar, 3, 1865 | 3rd Thurs.| June Oct. Oct. 
Jerusalem. Fitchburg, Mass Mar. 8, 1865 | 3rd Thurs. | June June Sept. 
Melrose, Mass... Mar. 27, 1865 | 2nd Wed. | June Sept. Sept. 
Dorchester, Mass Sept.30, 1865 | 3rd Mon. | Sept. Sept. Sept. 
Pittsfield, Mass Dee. 22, 1865 | 2nd Mon. | June June June 
eh Greenfield, Mass May 22,1866 | Ist Tues. | June June June 
‘oonsocket Woonsocket, R. Jan. 31, 1867 | 2nd Tues. | June June June 
Godfrey de Bouillon, Fall River, Mass. May 29, 1868 | 3rd Wed. Sept Sept. Sept 
fe Warren. .... Roxbury, Mass. Jan 1, 1869 | Ist Mon. June June June 
Narrogansett. Westerly, R. I May 12; 1869 | Ist Wed. June June Oct. 
William arkiman | Enst Boston, ) Consolidated with Boston Commandery Feb. 21, 1940 
ea Attleboro, Mass.....:] May 28, 1870 | Ist Fri. June Sept. Sept. 
Northampton. Northampton, Mass. || June 2, 1370 2nd Mon. | June June June 
South Shore. . E. Weymouth, Mass..| June 9, 1870 | 4th Thurs.| June June Sept. 
iy « Hudson, Mass -| Apr. 7, 1871 | 3rd Wed. | June June Sept. 
eH Natick,’ Mass, Apr. 12, 1871 | 2nd Mon. | June June Oct. 
Coeur de Lion Charlestown, Mass.,..] Oct. 14, 1871 | 3rd Tues. | June Sept. Sept. 
Gethsemane Newtonville, Mass. May 20, 1872 | 4th Tues. | June June June 
ivet Lynn, Mass..... Mar. 13, 1873 | Ist Wed. Oct. Oct. Oct. 
Ato ti Athol, Mass... . June 7, 1873 | 2nd Wed. | June June June 
Bay State. Brockton, Mass. Sept. 13, 1873 | 3rd Mon. | Sept. Sept. Sept. 
Cyprus. Hyde Park, Mas: Oct. 31, 1873 | 4th Thurs.| May Sept. Sept. 
St. Paul. North Adams, Mi Jan. 19, 1882 | 2nd Fri. June June June 
Beauseant. Malden, Mass. . Oct. 20, 1886 | 4th Mon. | June June June 
Cambridge. . Cambridge, Mass. May 28, 1890 | 4th Tues. | June June Sept 
Bethlehem........ Gloucester, Mass. Oct. 29, 1890 | 2nd Mon. | June Sept. Sept 
St. George Beverly, Mass. . Charter arrested July 17, 19 
Orange. Orange,’ Mass. Oct. 26, 1893 | Last Fri June June 
Ivanhoe. Gardner, Mas: Oct. 31, 1896 | Ist Thu June 
Quiney. Quincy, Mass. Feb. 20, 1911 | 4th Mon. June 
Temple. Norwood, Mass Oct. 22,1919 | 2nd Thurs.| June Sept. 
St. Andrew. Holyoke, Mass. Oct. 28, 1920 | 3rd Mon. | June Sept. 
Reading. . Reading, Mass. Jan. 14,1921 | 2nd Mon. | June Sept. 
Thomas Smith Webb Cranston, R. I. May 6, 1921 | 3rd Fri. June Sept 
Sir Galahad...... Waltham, Mass. May 31, 1922 | 3rd Mon. | June Sept 
Winthrop... Winthrop, Mass. Consolidated with Boston Commandery Feb. 20, 1952 
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GRAND COMMANDERY MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 


Bd ie 2 
Be, || eee 3 zg 3 
NAME oF es gs Bls/ 3/8 S BS 

Comranpery an | am e/2/3/8] e@]. 3 isry 3 

s3 | 32 els|fls| e/2] 3 52 3 

AA | AB <a/m}/Alja|/a}Aa] aa ae & 
St. John's. . Oj1{ 3}1] of 21 $601.07 | $701.07 
Boston . 2/3] 6/5] Of} 25 1,041.39 | 1,271.39 
Newburyport. Ol} |) ay ear soll 37 227.43 317.43 
Washington. . O}o] oj 1] -1} 3 123.46 
Worcester County o}o} 4] 0} 0} 10 712.05 
Springfield . . oO; 1 iG | T 0} 22 520.45 
De Molay ria] 2ju| 7 | 22 862.78 
Holy Sepulchre. . ojo] 2}1] -2] 12 352.34 
Pilgrim... . ojo} 1] 4] of 18 291.17 
Palestine V} 1) 8] Gy} a] 3 248.70 
Milford... O|o] 2) 4 0; 3 192.65 
St. Bernard. . 1/0] Oo} 0] of 3 112.08 
Calvary. o}1] of o} of} 23 727.13 
Haverhill . L]'2 |) Ge}10) 0} 14 474.77 
o}o} ojo} o} 1 225.61 
o/1] o}5] o| 9 461.00 
7 @l a] el io) zr 169.96 
Winslow Lewis . . 0/0} 2/0 0 5 196.60 
Jerusalem .... Br) 2) rt wo) 12 341.58 
Hugh de Payens 4}o] 4] 0] o| 10 750.77 
St. Omer... 1/0] 3/5] oO] 16 290.05 
Berkshire. o}o} g}o}| o| 7 244,09 
Connecticut Valley . o/o} of} 1} Of 4 231.80 
Woonsocket 0o;0|] 4/0 i) 2 198.38 
Godfrey de Bouillon oO; 1] 0; 2 0 v 114.05 
Joseph Warren .. 0; 0 L| 1 0 8 193.18 
Narragansett . o}|o] o; 0 o| 4 183.18 
Bristol 1/0} 0} 0 Oo} 3 259.48 
Northampton: o}1{ 3]/o Oo; 3 129.91 
South Shore. O|xr}] a}o|] @] 2 159.70 
Trinity. . o|o} 1/3] of 10 207.58 
Natick. . 1/o}] 1/0] of 2 243,25 
Coeur de Lion 1/o] 3} 0] oj 13 310.44 
Gethsemane. . 2/2) 6) 5] oO} 8 455.48 
ojo} 5} 7] o}| 10 511.80 
Athol..... o/o}] 3}1] oO; 4 108.46 
Bay State. o/o}] 2}2] of 16 382.73 
Cyprus.... Oy a 0/0 0 4 134.18 
St. Paul... o|o0 1/0 0 2 115.04 
Beauseant. o/1 o;1 oO} 18 266.76 336.76 
Cambridge o}o} 1/0] oO] 3 137.66 192.66 
Bethlehem . oOo; o] 3/0 0 5 129.96 174.96 
Orange. . Oo}; 0; oJ 0 0 2 59.00 59.00 
Ivanhoe. o;o} 1/1] of 2 198.36 228.36 
Quincy . 1jo;i]3} o| 7 250.52 280.52 
Temple... o;/1/ 2/1] oO] 6 161.60 241.60 
St. Andrew o/o] ojo} of} 1 110.30 145.30 
Reading. Bi] 2] 3] al oH] a2 233.42 288.42 
Thomas Smith Webb. o/o} 2/1] o| 8 142.78 182.78 
Sir Galahad......... o}1}] 4}o]-2] 4 153.05 183.05 
Total. . 22 |24 78 |-12 $12,459.18 |$15,839.18 

Net Gain 
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ADDRESSES OF 


. 
Z 
RECORDERS OF CONSTITUENT COMMANDERIES 
_ ra & 
= ae g 
za 5s 3 # 
Commanpery No] REconDER Appress aa Be @ , 
22/32 3,4 Be ages 2 
"i 3 B2 | Be" pee g28 e3e4 3 > 
Harold M. Arnold R.F.D. No. 1, North Scituate, R. I. 28 | Ese 838s 38 E25 2 z 
Harold A. Budreau Masonic Temple, 51 Boylston St., Boston, 52 ESs5 8 Sa eae > ES 
Mass. nGSaSa= ag patel a is 
Newburyport William H. Carter... 10 Columbus Ave., Newburyport, Mass. 
Washington . ; Raymond E, Crowell. ....| 36 Norman St., Newport, R. I. z 
Worcester County. . Walter B. Taylor......-. 70 Moore Ave., Worcester, Mass. = a a 
Springfield . Harold Gaylord Ransom ..| 111 Woodlawn Pl., Long Meadow, Mass. a = & Su BE es a 4 
DeMolay Chester G. Parsons. . 25 Cavanaugh Rd., Wellesley, Mass. 2 | ,3uS.4 2 22s228s8.. ae ap 22 
Holy Sepulchre. Ralph Simpson. 9 Leicester Way, Pawtucket, R. I. 2 | SSeS cb emessssetesss aS beaas Zz oe 
Pilgrim... Arthur B, Dyar ...] 269 Beacon St., Lowell, Mass. 8 | $BeSSSS 52S tae Ss sens SS"e 8 as age 
Palestine 10 | George P. LeGrow.......| 74 Summit St., Peabody, Mass. a |e Bas ae fa =n oer ie es ai asa 
Milford. ..... 11 | Edward 8. Holbrook......| Holliston, Mass. 4 [Saeed see yg eEC CS ge eC See Es ot ges 
St. Bernard. 12 | Harry L. Wiggin......... 171 Perkins St., Melrose 76, Mass. & | #3agstaaq zgasere? gE egoa a ES ree 
Calvary 13 | Charles H. Leffingwell . 131 Alexander St., Cranston, R. I. As aGSe4e: as 2 2200886: 5 és 
Haverhill 14 | Carl H. Webster. P. O. Box 146, Haverhill, Mass. di Miahicliadiadialia’ ¥e eeee 
Old Colony 15 | Albert W. Johnson. . 596 Washington St., Abington, Mass. AE ERC RANT GRICE TD moos pe 
Sutton. . 16 | Harry A. Chace... P. 0. Box 105, New Bedford, Mass. Of | SSSSrorboacara sa SATs aaNaas B83 
Bethany... 17 | Fred M. Barr 1076 Essex St., Lawrence, Mass. F778 ROPAO EORTC NEO RTEC TENEC NTIRNEDECRTENINIAC CRC IDTY ene 
Winslow Lewis 18 | Lawrence B, Folsom. 37 Dearborn St., Salem, Mass. B6 SSSSSSSB ASE BSE SSHAAHAASAAS S88 
Jerusalem... 19 | Harvey H. Goodwin. 32 Washington St., Leominster, Mass. OY | SAAS ASS ARSA RR S SSSR SS RSS aa 
20 | Donald H. Hatheway 90 Walton Park, Melrose, Mass. 
21 | George A. Weeks... . 40 Glen St., Melrose, Mass. 3 ‘s ages 
Berkshire R.F-_D. Bradley Park, Lee, Mass. PA AAAMAAAAAAAANAOMANINAG YS OS 


22 | George W. Harding... 
23 | Clifford H. Thayer. . 
24 | George L. Dicks.. 


Connecticut Valley. 
Woonsocket 


228 Conway St., Greenfield, Mass. 
116 Hemond St., Woonsocket, R. I. 


GraND CoMMANDERS of THE GRranD CoMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND Ruopr IsLAND 


Godfrey de Bouition 25 | Warren P. Hathaway.....| P.O, Box 1615, Pall River, Mass. 38 7 2 
Joseph Warren 26 | Percy Lantz...........5- 16 Helena Road, Dorchester 22, Mass. Pas] BS 3 
Narragansett 27 | Donald W. Kenneth......| 118 Beach St., Westerly, R. I. ad 3 fel 
Bristol... 29 | Howard §. Newell........] 855 Mt, Hope St., Attleboro Falls, Mass. a3 se 8 5 =, 
Northampton. 30 | Ledyard A. Southard.....| 35 Stillson Ave., Florence, Mass. 28 age 38 Ay z 
South Shore. . 31 | William II. Crosby. . 24 Cotton Ave., East Braintree 84, Mass Poe 8 Ss 3 
Trinity...... 32 | William A. Manson 28 Lincoln St., Hudson, Mass. RAR nae is he 
Natick...... 33 | Rodney 8. Adams 232 Manning St., Needham, Mass. 7 
Coeur de Lion. 34 | Carroll H. Tiffany. 22 Bellevue St., Medford 55, Mass. 
Gethsemane. . 35 | Chester A, Cleveland 40 Chaske Ave., Auburndale 66, Mass. & 2 
Olivet. 36 | Harry A. Hemingway 51 Philips Ave., E. Lynn, Mass. a|3 Z < = 2 
Athol... 37 | George E. Engle »»| 64 Prospect St., Athol, Mass, ais fe g Pal. "5 58 Be ze 8e| 
Bay State. Lawrence ©. Clark.......| 551 Ash St., Brockton, Mass. £\3 we BA 8 2 SEB 8: megae. 38e 28S 
Cyprus... Walter E. Hawley. 117 Beacon St., Hyde Park 36, Mass. 6 | Fee eke" a 5. Beee SOR aa,, ASERO sas; 
St. Paul. David T. Williams. . 358 West Main St., North Adams, Mass a | AE OES Sd 2 Be ERAS. S BE oe ds $e Fog acing 
Beauseant. Charles W. Gurdy. 63 Winslow St., Everett 49, Mass. 3 a g5Ose EES gadada a og gs 84308 me O8s 
Cambridge. Irving C. Langley 580 School St., Belmont 78, Mass. 6 | obesksecuecssi oe saEee cS2S53 52 $285 3]i 
Bethlehem. . Earle T. Merchant. . 19 Bass Ave., Gloucester, Mass. Hem SSssasosssesaas Sears 33 SESoE 
Orange. . Joseph Pren' 71 W. River St., Orange, Mass. AO es Eee ee ebb | ie Silat oh 
Ivanhoe LeRoy M. Giddings 3 E.Broadway, Gardner, Mass. 5, | MReRaenagens ASAB Shane eros nyesneocnae eeoneosmaes 
Quincy. ; Hetiash Xallet, 1 Grandview Ave., Wollaston 70, Mass. SB | SBRRBSRSRSSSS ZRLLLALERGOAHHDHHHAADHHOOGHHBLLSSSOS 
‘emple xeorge M. Ellis... 5 High St., Westwood, Mass. SEITUTUTTUTTTTTT IAT ATAD ET TERT ETE ETON ATTENTION TT TAN TAD 
St. Andrew Arvin C. M. French. 148 Pearl St., Holyoke, Mass. bé Bee Agee SIRS SOSABEE SPELL OR aR ERS sqaeescegesses 
Reading... . x William T. Freeman. 26 Knollwood Rd., Reading, Mass. Rear petted rae ae ee PST VEIN ee ea an ae e Pale eee ee 


Thomas Smith Webb 
Sir Galahad 


Alfred E. Grant. 
Raymond C. Ellis 


68 Glenview Ave., Cranston, R. I. 
51 Franklin St., Watertown, Mass. 
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THE AMERICAN ORDER OF THE TEMPLE 


a : 
g 28 8g 5 E Cet sa rey 
ail 2 pm gC ES 6g okt aed ar 
Grand Masters of the Grand Encampment z é ae 28 2 eau cm Pe 
2 gage Be SBE ESss8 g ¢ 
Names Years Residence Died 8 : E s2regiane B38 a Fee # 
DeWitt Clinton.........., 1816-1828 New York, N.Y.... Feb, 11, 1828 faz] fSsessssss Secesesss 8, $f 
Jonathan Nye. . .. 1829-1834 Claremont, N. H..... April 1, 1843 a 
James Madison Allen...... 1835-1844 Cayuga, N.Y....... cc. cece ee 4 
Archibald Bull .. 1844-1846 Troy, N.Y... . Dec. 22, 1865 Py , 
5 William B. Hubbard....... 1847-1858 Columbus, Ohio... .. Jan. 5, 1866 B = ae 
6 Benjamin B. French....... 1859-1864 Washington, D. C. Aug. 12, 1870 A & bes 
7 Henry L. Palmer.......... 1865-1867 Milwaukee, Wis. May 7, 1909 B g ae 
& William Sewell Gardner Newton, Mass. Oct. 14, 1887 g g ae 
9 John Q. A, Fellows........ 7. New Orleans, La..... Nov. 28, 1897 ai s Se 
James H. Hopkins........ Pittsburgh, Pa.. . June 18, 1904 < Fs £5 
Vincent L, Hurlbut. . .. 1877-1879 Chicago, Ill.... . July 24, 1896 a 
2 Benjamin Dean .. 1880-1882 Boston, Mass.. . April 9, 1897 = 
Robert E. Withers. . . 1883-1885 Wytheville, Va Sept. 21, 1907 z ausai Ga 
Charles Roome... . 1886-1889 - June 28, 1890 a 
John P. 8, Gobin. .. 1889-1892 Lebanon, Pa.... 1, 1910 B|| 2 
Hugh McCurdy........... 1892-1895 Corunna, Mich.. 16, 1908 4 z| 3 
7 Warren LaRue Thomas. ... 1895-1898 Maysville, Ky....... Nov. 23, 1914 © 3 eae a 
. Reuben Hedly Lloyd....... 1898-1901 San Franciseo, Cal... Mar. 10, 1909 8 : ie Be a E 
Henry Bates Stoddard. .... 1901-1904 Bryan, Texas....... May 29, 1925 All ala £392,555 
Geo, Mayhew Moulton..... 1904-1907 Chicago, Illinois . 24, 1927 all 2|2 BaoeeESt 
Henry Warren Rugg....... 1907-1910 Providence, R.I..... July 21, 1910 iS Ola FZZAZZALZ 
Wm. Bromwell Melish..... 1910-1913 Cincinnati, Ohio..... Oct. 21, 1927 | 
3 Arthur MacArthur... ++ 1913-1914 Troy, New York.... Dec. 27, 1914 a 
Lee S. Smith... . - 1914-1919 Pittsburgh, Pa...... April 6, 1926 S cA 
5 Joseph K. Orr...... +. 1919-1922 Atlanta, Georgia.... Sept. 18, 1938 o g = 
Leonidas P, Newby....... 1922-1925 Knightstown, Ind.... Oct. 25, 1945 a 4a it 
7 George W. Vallery 1925-1928 Denver, Colo.... Dee. 29, 1933 4 3} g 
28 William L. Sharp -. 1928-1931 Chicago, Ill.......... Dec. 22, 1950 Bll = 3 
Perry W. Weidner. ++ 1931-1932 Los Angeles, Cal. Aug. 16, 1932 5 
Harry C. Walker. .. 1932-1932 Binghamton, N.Y... Nov. 2, 1932 & s 
Andrew D. Agnew... +. 1932-1937 Milwaukee, Wis. - Dec. 20, 1951 n ° : 
Mark Norris. ..... -. 1937-1940 Grand Rapids, Mich. May 31, 1943 By) al i: 4 ee : 
Harry G. Pollard. .. 1940-1943 Lowell, Masa. . Bl s/2¢ ig is EB :2 Er 3 
Charles Noah Orr......... 1943-1946 St, Paul, Minn a|| 4|$23822 EEE £E25 ce 
John Temple Rice. . . 1946-1949 El Paso, Texas...... ...ecsseseus a|| ¢|Sae2e" £56 Bas ne 3 
Robert Brainerd Gaylord... 1949-1952 San Francisco, Cal... Aug. 4, 1953 a S eens Bee etae Leis! 
William Catron Gordon.... 1952- Marshall, Mo. ..... 0 .......0-005 Fs a ae gtd Ese Eel a: 
a &| go887 ss 2. aE FEI 
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THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THE TEMPLE 


The 9 Knights who organized the Order in 1118 a.p. 


Hugh de Payens Payens de Montidier 
Godfrey de Saint Aldemar Archibald de Saint Aman 
Roral Andre de Montbar 
Gundemar Count of Provence 


Godfrey Bisol 


Grand Masters from Its Origin to the Death of De Molay 


A.D. 

1 Hugh de Payens . . . 1118 14 Philip de Plessis 

2 Robert of Burgundy . . , 1139 15 William de Carnota 

3 Everard de Barri. .  .) 1147 16 Peter de Montagu . 

4 Bernard de Trenellape . 1151 17 Armand de Petragrossa 

5 Bertrand de Blanchefort . 1154 18 Herman de Petragrorius . 
6 Andrew de Montbar . . 1165 19 William de Rupefort 

7 Philip of Naplus . . . 1169 20 William de Sonnac 
8OdodeSt.Amand . . 1171 21 Reginald Vichierius 

9 Arnold de Troye . . . 1180 22 Thomas Beraud 
10 John Terrieus . 2.) . (1185 23 William de Beaujeau . 
11 Gerard Ridefort . 2. 1187 24 Rheobald Gaudinius 
12 Robert Sablaeus . 2 . 1191 25 Jacques de Molay. . . 
13 Robert Gralius. . . . 1196 De Molay died in 1314. 


CHRONOLOGY—YORK RITE 


A.D. 
1201 
1217 
1218 
1229 
1237 
1244 
1247 
1250 
1257 
1274 
1291 
1298 


The following dates are adopted by the various bodies of Masonry. 


Dates are carried out for the year 1954. 


ANc’ 
4000, calling 
time. A.D. 1954=A, L. 5954. 


t Crarr Masons date from the ereation of the world, B. C. 
Anno Lucis (Year of Light). Hence add 4000 to common 


Roya Arcn Masons date from the beginning of the building of the 
Second Temple by Zerubbabel, B. C. 530, calling it Anno Inventionis (Year 
of Discovery). Hence add 530 to common time. A. D.1954 =A. I. 2484. 


Roya anv Setecr Masrers refer to the completion of the First. Temple, 
B. C. 1000, calling it Anno Depositionis (Year of the Deposit). Hence add 


1000 to common time. A.D. 19; 


=A. Dep. 2954. 
Knicuts Tempiar date from the founding of the Order, A. D. 
calling it Anno Ordinis. Tenee subtract 1118 from common time. 


1954= A. O. 836, 
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1118, 


A.1T). 


KENNETH H. EARLE 
R..E..Grand Commander 

216 TURKS HEAD BUILDING 

PROVIDENCE 7, R. I. 


GEORGE A. WEEKS, P.G.C. 
R..E..Grand Recorder 


Room 205 MASONIC TEMPLE 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Telephone HAncock 6-1973 


Semi-Annual Conclave will be held in 
Newburyport, Mass., Saturday, May 14, 1955 


Annual Conclave will be held in Providence, R. 1. 
Saturday, October 29, 1955 


